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THE DOCTOR AS A MORAL FORCE IN THE COMMUNITY. 


A letter from a valued correspondent 
tells us of a notable case: The doctor 
had a patient coming from a neighboring 
town for office treatment, until he dis- 
covered that her visits were merely the 
cloak for meetings with a lover—she be- 
ing a married woman. The doctor very 
properly refused to be a party to the 
transaction, and erased her from his list 
of patients. 

This brings up a matter that has long 
been on our mind as a subject for con- 
sideration—the position occupied by the 
doctor in the community, and his value 
as a moral force. 

In the older day the first requisite de- 
manded of the aspirant for the Doctorate 
was good moral character ; and who shall 
say that this was so far wrong? Let 
the physician be a man ruled first and 
last by principle; one whom men soon 
learn to trust, knowing just where he 
will be found when any question of right 
and wrong comes up; and the results 
will soon be manifest. The confidence 
one earns as a man will be extended to 
him as a physician; and this will go far 


in smoothing his way. In him men will 
repose their inmost confidences, know- 
ing that their secrets will be kept. Wom- 
en will impart to him things neither 
father nor husband ever dream of, and 
weakness of either sex will lean securely 
on his strength. 

3ut we must deserve it. Women mo- 
mentarily overcome by sexual longings, 
unsatisfied in the legitimate way, will 
turn to him, as the safest one to afford 
gratification without the dangers ordi- 
narily accruing ; but a man does not have 
to take advantage of weakness, even if 
the opportunity offers. The couples who 
desire to enjoy the pleasures of sexual 
union without submitting to the natural 
consequences, apply to the doctor for 
abortifacients, but he doesn’t have to 
comply with their wishes. The husband 
who has contracted gonorrhea desires his 
punishment to be kept secret, and this ‘s 
the doctor’s duty. But in all these, and 
many more of like nature, the physician 
whose life is governed by the highest 
moral principle has opportunities of 
benefiting his patients which he should 
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never neglect. Let him repel the sug- 
gestion that seeks to make him a parti- 
ceps criminis, and in such unmistakable 
tones as to leave no manner of doubt 
as to his sincerity. And though the pa- 
tient may go off to some competitor of 
easier virtue, he or she will never fail in 
the remembrance, that there is in this 
world one man of incorruptible virtue; 
and whenever the time shall come, when 
such a one is needed, it is to him they 
will turn for help, and not the one who 
proved venal or corrupt. Judases may 
seem necessary, but we have no record 
of their being loved, trusted or even 
employed again, after the one evidence 
they gave of their capacity for crimi- 
nality. 

rhe 


discovery of a woman’s secret indulgence 


Then comes the doctor’s chance. 


in alcohol was kept by the writer from 
her family, but held over her as a means 
of compelling her to discontinue the 
habit. How many times has the lesson 
been driven in, to “go and sin no more,” 
when a compliance with the criminal de- 
sires of the guilty parties would have for- 
ever destroyed his right to say this. 
How can a doctor help feeling a cer- 
tain thrill of pride, when he sees a fine 
manly fe‘low supporting his aging moth- 
er, and recollects how he plead with that 
woman for the life of that child as yet 
unborn. Or when he sees the tender de- 
votion of a husband for his happy wife, 
when he knows who skilfully utilized that 
gonorrhea to arouse the sense of shame, 
and fostered and sustained the awakened 
conscience, until the rule of truth and 
constancy was re-established. And when 
that fine fellow over there, whom you 
treated ten years ago for delirium trem- 
ens, and who has never tasted liquor 


since—maybe you did let him feel the 
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tiger’s claws a little more than was act- 
ually necessary, but in this case at least 
the end justified the means. 

Let no such opportunity escape, for 
bettering those confided to your profes- 
sional care, morally as well as physically ; 
and when the great final reckoning shall 
come, maybe some of your own dere- 
lictions may be found balanced by good 


deeds done. 
wy 
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Forget the peculiarities of your friends and 
only remember the good points which make 
you fond of them. 


WM 
DON’T BE A SPONGE. 


- Neither should you take offense at this 
heading for it is merely intended to at- 
You have an oppor- 
tunity to get edible therapeutic meat out 
of about 350 footnotes published at the 
bottom of the reading pages of the 
Ciinics each month and about 99 per 
cent of them are prepared in this office. 
While of course it isn’t the slightest trou- 
ble, oh, no! to sit down and reel off 
this number of concentrated, crystalized 
medical thoughts each month of the year 
and have them wide awake, new and up- 
to-date and above criticism, yet we would 
enjoy an occasional (at least twice-in-a- 
while) helpful thought from our readers 
in return for what we try to give them. 
Now, brothers, joking aside, you ought 
to take hold and help in this department. 
Just a postal card with a thought on it, 
just a paragraph in connection with your 
requests for help or in connection with 
your merchandise orders, in fact any 
way that brings this thought to us will be 
acceptable. You really ought to do at 
least half of this work. Won’t you each, 
and right now before you leave your 


tract your attention. 
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For brain syphilis, Krauss advises corrosive 
sublimate hynodermically in doses of gr. j—ij 


daily —N, Y. Med. Jour. 


Krauss urges “toxic dosage” in many nerv- 
ous affections, choréa, neuralgia, neuritis, tic, 
spasmodic torticollis—N. Y. Med. Jour. 
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office after reading this paragraph, turn 
to your desk and send us one? It is bad 
enough to be a sponge in the best sense 
of the word, taking up all the good that 
one can get next to, but a sponge can be 
squeezed and the absorbed material will 
largely come back, but a clam, oh, my! 
he never talks. Don’t be a clam! 

Note that each must be exactly within 
three lines ; and so count your words and 
trim or expand to suit. 

ww 

Sympathy is two hearts tugging at one load, 

beneath one sorrow. 


Me 
STOCK TABLETS. 


We have had numerous requests for 
the supply of stock tablets, from which 
may be prepared. At first 
sight this looks like a good thing, as the 
doctor could thus carry in his little case 
a few tablets each containing enough for 
a single prescription. But we have re- 
fused to favor this idea, believing the 
dangers of handling such tablets too 
great. An incident just recorded in the 
city press emphasizes this danger and 
confirms our view. At the Presbyterian 
Hospital a nurse received a box of tab- 
lets with the following directions: ‘“Dis- 
solve one tablet in 1-2 ounce of water. 
Four drops equal to grains 1-60.” 

This she understood to mean that there 
was a sixtieth of a grain in each tablet. 
She gave the patient two of the tablets, 
containing a grain of strychnine in each, 
and the patient died of strychnine poison- 
ing. 

When such a thing can occur in the 
first hospital of Chicago, with a trained 
nurse from the first of our schools, what 
is to be expected from the use of such 
tablets among the laity? 


solutions 
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The little vials of the vest-pocket case 
contain each 100 granules, gr. I-1000 to 
gr. 1-30 of strychnine. That is enough. 
If any man has a practice so large that 
he will use more than 3 1-3 grains of 
strychnine before returning to his office 
for a fresh supply, he had better charter 
an assistant ® carry a larger case for 
him. 

Granules of strychnine, containing gr. 
1-30 each, cost 90 cents per 1,000. Isn’t 
that cheap enough ? 
run the risk of such frightful accidents 


Ts it worth while to 


for the saving of a very few cents? That 
would make 11 granules cost one cent. 
and this is a fair average dosage for 
We wouldn't like to board 
this is not 


three days. 
with the 
cheap enough. 


man who thinks 


this la- 
mentable case that needs attention: What 


There is another feature of 
sort of attentive study is given to the 
patient, and careful watchfulness exert- 
ed over the symptoms of the malady and 
the action of the remedies administered, 
when the patient is permitted to die of 
strychnine poisoning, and the fact is not 
recognized till after the patient is dead? 
The patient is placed in a hospital, with 
resident and visiting physicians, and 
trained nurses to fill in the time between; 
and it is supposed that this gives such 
advantages in the study and treatment of 
the case that the ordinary family doctor 
cannot compete with the institution. Did 
Did 
they so study it that every phenomenon 
arising was expected, foretold, or at 
least explained satisfactorily? Was the 
action of every remedy given noted, and 
every deviation from the expected recog- 


they really comprehend this case? 


nized and the cause ferreted out? 
The simple facts are that the patient 
was received, the financial arrangements 
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Oil of wintergreen, five-drop doses on sugar, 
relieves the paroxysms of whooping-cough.— 
Med. Standard. 


Disease and sin: Syphilis, gonorrhea and 
alcohol. How much of the world’s disease 
springs from these three? 
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concluded, a diagnosis attempted, pre- 
scription made; and subsequently the pa- 
tient fed at the regular intervals, visited, 
the medicines given, the nurses’ records 
glanced over hurriedly—and forgotten 
before the doctor was out of the room— 
and that was all. 
went away with gratitude; if she died 
the autopsy covered up the responsibil- 
ity. But from first to last there was 
nothing of the care the patient and the 


If she recovered she 


people who support and endow hospitals 
suppose the patients get. 

Don’t imagine that this is a solitary 
instance, or that this hospital differs from 
the others. It is a good deal better than 
the average. The attention given each 
individual patient is probably far bet- 
But 
the prevailing doctrines of therapeutic 
nihilism, and the use of medicines of un- 
certain and variable nature, have created 
an atmosphere of indifference that ine- 
What's 
the use of trying to accurately fit reme- 
dies to you 
don’t know what the “remedies” will do? 


ter than in most other institutions. 


vitably leads to such neglect. 


disease conditions, when 
Then what’s the use of bothering to 
study disease conditions, when you don’t 
intend to do anything about it when you 
So we will just 
make the patient comfortable in bed, see 
that there is nothing to annoy or irritate 
her, give a little tonic as a placebo, and 
let her and the disease fight it out be- 
tween themselves. We make our daily 


have made the study? 


visits, speak a few encouraging words, 
the nurse sees that the room is well aired 
and the food properly served, and there 
our interference with the case ends. 

Is this imaginary, or is it God’s truth? 

The practice of medicine doesn’t need 
If you don’t 
welcome given 


improving—it is perfected. 
believe it, look at the 
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those who seek to institute reforms, who 
intimate that there really are means the 
doctor can and should use for his pa- 
tient’s benefit. 

The tests of life are to make, not break us. 


Trouble may demolish a man’s business, but 
builds up his character. 


WM 
THE DOCTOR'S OFFICE. 


It goes without saying that the busy 
doctor’s office, where patients have to 
wait their turn, should be as pleasant and 
attractive as possible, the chief requisites 
being comfortable seats, plenty of light, 
fresh air and adequate warmth and some- 
thing to read—not old things that have 
been thumbed until they are worn out, 
but something that is fresh, up-to-date 
and attractive, something that will give 
the patient the comfortable thoughts and 
an agreeable entertainment for the pass- 
ing moments, while at the same time it 
impresses him by its very presence and 
quality that the doctor for whom he is 
waiting is “up-to-date.” 

The following from the Ladies Home 
Journal as testimony from the standpoint 
of the laity is worth looking at: 


LITERATURE IN DOCTORS’ OFFICES. 


“It is really amusing, when we stop to 
think of it, how seldom we find fresh, 
current reading matter in doctors’ of- 
fices. As a rule, the magazines lying on 
the tables in doctors’ anterooms are of 
the mouldiest order, so far as dates are 
concerned. To find a periodical less 
than a year old is the exception rather 
than the rule. Now the experience of 
waiting in turn for a half or a full hour 
in a doctor’s office is not a joyful one at 
its best. And it is not made the more 
agreeable by the fact that there is no 
available reading matter other than that 
which we have seen six months or a year 
ago. The only two explanations I have 
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Chlorosis, anemia and malnutrition are 
sometimes produced and often perpetuated by 
eating between meals.—Med. Brief. 


Green (Pa. Med: Jour.) has found sodium 
sulphocarbolate of great advantage in the treat- 
ment of purpura hemorrhagica. 
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ever heard of the why and wherefore of 
this condition of affairs is that the doc- 
tor’s family demands the current litera- 
ture, or that the patients have a way of 
“borrowing” the magazines from a doc- 
tor’s office if they are of current date. 
The first explanation, I fancy, is closer 
to the actual reason, and yet it does seem 
as if the average physician or dentist 
could afford to buy an extra copy of a 
magazine now and then for the benefit of 
those from whom he derives his income. 
The mind is generally absorbed with un- 
pleasant thoughts in a doctor’s office, 
even when the body is free from pain. 
And anything that can divert the mind 
while waiting for a doctor is a positive 
godsend. But it is hardly a diversion, 
except in a wrong sense, to pick up a 
magazine from six to twelve months old, 
and be expected to while away an hour 
or so in its musty atmosphere. Of all 
the doctors’ offices I have. visited I can 
only remember one where the reading 
matter was as fresh as on the news- 
stands, and that doctor has always stood 
out in my mind as a benefactor to his 
patients. But why should he be such an 
exception ?” 

We believe that medical journals and 
medical literature, unless such as is in- 
tended to make the patient more loyal to 
the doctor should not be left lying around 
to be handled and read and misunder- 
stood. This belongs to the doctor. Lit- 
erature for the office should be of an 
entirely different character and each 
physician, wide awake to his own inter- 


ests, must select for himself. 
we ye oe 


The light that shines the farthest 
the brightest near at home. 


we Me Me 
WANTED—A MORGAN. 


shines 


One thing Young America learned 
most thoroughly from the dime novel 
was that the way to fight fire was with 
fire. We needn’t expatiate—you all 
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recollect how Silverknife, the scout, 
caught by a prairie fire, ignited the 
grass beside him and thus blazed a way 
to safety. And this lesson may with ben- 
efit be applied today. 

You want to have some plumbing 
done, or a little plastering, or carpenter- 
ing, or any other bit of mechanical handi- 
craft—but when you ask for estimates 
the price and regulations are pretty sure. 
to scare you off, unless the work is im- 
peratively required. And so it is dropped, 
or postponed till things are different. 

Why is this? 
the trades are organized into unions, the 
manufacturers into trusts; and between 
the two the unprotected man might as 
well quit living at once, for there seems 


The answer is easy— 


no place on earth for him. 

‘Throughout the whole line of necessi- 
ties, the prices have notably, sometimes 
enormously, advanced. 
same story of higher prices is heard; and 
it does no good to question the dealer, for 
he has the response ready, that he can- 
not get enough of the goods for his trade 
at any cost. 

Meanwhile, where do we stand? Is the 
whole industrial world to organize for 
mutual protection and we remain out- 
side? Are we alone unable to 
that in union there is strength? 
mechanical trade has shown that its mem- 
bers are capable of sinking their indi- 
vidual differences for the good derivable 
from thejr combination. The members 
enjoy an average income far above that 
of the average doctor, with easy hours 
and easy work—just because they have 
Do you get $6.00 a day for 
8 hours’ work like the plumber ? 

The time has come for a general and 
decided advance in the fees of physi- 
It is a necessity that does not 


Everywhere the 


realize 
every 


combined. 


cians. 
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Poeh! calls attention to over-excitement of 
the nerves as a frequent cause of autointoxi- 
cation.—The Therapist. 


\cute chorea:—Arsenic, rest, quiet and a 
light nutritious diet accomplished a cure— 


man, aged 31.—Walker, J. Ad. M. A. 
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admit of discussion. If we are to meet 
our increased expenses we must have the 
means of doing so. It is impossible for 
anyone of us to do this alone, as it would 
have been impossible for the individual 
plumber to secure $6.00 a day when the 
other plumbers only asked $3.00. 

It is not probable that the old organiza- 
tions will answer for this purpose. They 
are founded on different lines, in the 
days when the duty of fighting sectarian 
enemies seemed uppermost, and confining 
the members’ advertising efforts within 
the limits deemed proper. An association 
on trades’ union lines would seem better, 
embracing all legal practicians, and with 
an organization that would be admitted 
to fellowship with the Federation of La- 
bor. 

Are we alone incapable of discipline? 
Can’t we rise above the condition of a 
mere mob, and form an association that 
will command the respect of the mechan- 
ics’ union? 


Though we travel the world over to find the 
beautiful, we must carry it with us, or we find 


it not. 
we Me 


ANTIDELUVIAN IS STILL FAR 
TOO RECENT. 


Do you ever realize how antediluvian 
is our medical profession in many re- 


spects? How obstinate is the conserva- 
tism with which it clings to its customs 
and ideas, and stubbornly resists the 
impulse to progress? Just compare its 
queer old ways with those of the world 
in general: 

“Mr. Grocer, I want a barrel of flour.” 

“All right, Doctor, IT will send it up. 
Five dollars, please.” 

“Well, just take this.” 


“Why, what’s this rock, Doctor?” 


eee @ 


It is surprising how little is known of the 
relation between disease and the emotions.— 


Medical Times. 
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“That’s a piece of ore. I calculate 
that it contains about five dollars’ worth 
of gold and silver, to say nothing of a 
little lead, copper and other metals that 
enhance its value. True, it may not 
anything of value; and then 
again it may be worth much more than 
$5.00; but to the best of my belief, and 
I am a shrewd guesser, it is worth some- 
where about $5.00.” 

“Very good, Doctor, but we don’t do 
business that way. When you have ex- 
tracted the gold and silver, separated 


contain 


them, and the Government has stamped 
their value upon them, we will accept 
them at their value.” 

“But this ore is Nature’s combina- 
tion; the metals in it are arranged by 
God’s hand, and no one of the metals 
therein truly represents the ore or meas- 
ures its value, which depends on the total 
values of all the various metals and other 
substances present.” 

“Doctor, how many thousand years 
have you been asleep? Your slumbers 
must have begun before the dawn of his- 
tory, before old Tubal-Cain broke up the 
harmony of God’s creations by extracting 
metals from the ores.” 

“But that’s exactly what I do in dis- 
pensing my medicines, grind up roots, 
barks or leaves, exhaust them with alco- 
hol, water, glycerin, etc., and give the 
whole dum business to the patient, gum, 
tannin, coloring matter, sugar, any old 
thing it may contain, for the sake of 
a little active principle that it may or may 
not contain.” 

“Doctor, you are slandering your no- 
b'e profession when you say you really 
attempt to treat disease with such un- 
certain crudities. Surely you have not 
loitered all these 10,000 years behind the 
mercantile community ?” 

@-e@ € 


Tympanotomy :—Anesthetize by Gray’s mix- 
ture; cocaine five parts, anilin oil and alcohol 
50 each—Denver Medical Times. 
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But is not this exactly what we have 
done? Truly, if a man pays his lawyer 
$100 for advice as to his property, and 
the doctor $1.00 for advice as to his 
health, is it any wonder? Property 
rights, trade needs, all that appertains to 
the creation, securing and transfer of 
material values, have been ceaselessly 
elaborated and improved upon, as the ad- 
vance of civilization rendered necessary ; 
while the medical profession stands as 
to its materia medica where it did in the 
days of barter and exchange, before a 
circulating medium had 
Think of the man who would offer a 
“concentration of all the metals from a 
pound of ore,” as a legitimate equivalent 
for merchandise. 

Did they crucify the first man who 
proposed pure gold, or silver, or iron, as 
a medium of exchange? 

Don’t be too all-fired ancient, Doctor. 
Try to catch up about 9,000 years. Ten 
centuries is enough to be behind the rest 
of the world. 

P. S.—The Doctor tells us we are in 
error; and that he is fully up-to-date, as 
the following will show: He 
sumed that in each pound of ore there 
should be an ounce of metal; and he has 
by means of mercury extracted the com- 
bined metals, which he presents in the 
form of an amalgam, and if the quan- 
tity does not weigh a full ounce he adds 
more metal to bring it up to that quan- 
tity. The composition of course varies, 
and there may be no gold or a great deal, 
but this he leaves for future generations 
to settle, and meanwhile he tenders the 
mass of mixed metals in payment of his 
purchases. And furthermore he tells us 
that this arrangement is sanctioned by 
the highest authorities in medical cir- 
cles, who declare it the ultimate devel- 


been devised. 


has as- 
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opment of the art of pharmacy, and ac- 
cepted as such by all the teachers of 
therapeutics in all the medical colleges 
of the world, and by the entire body of 
the profession; except a few of these 
Alkaloidal cranks who seem to really 
believe that a doctor who prescribes for 
the sick ought to know what he is about, 


that there is something more than sug- 


gestion in treatment, and that their whole 
duty is not done when the diagnosis has 
been made. 


we oe 
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A good heart is like the sun, for it shines 
bright and never changes, but keeps its course 
truly. 

wm eo 


OUR RELATIONS WITH THE 
PUBLIC. 


We have introduced an idea that we 
believe of incalculable importance, and 
that it will be well worth your while to 
develop. 
lations between the doctor and the com- 
munity in which he practises. The idea 
was promulgated in an editorial in the 
Ciinic for September, that the com- 
munity should see that the doctor himself 
and his equipment should be kept in the 
highest state of efficiency, for the public 
benefit ; and that this could easily be done 
with the funds now wasted on quacks 


This is the question of the re- 


and patent medicines. 

We would suggest to our readers thet 
each aid as lies in his power, to dissemi- 
nate this idea. 
versation, by storyettes in the journals 


This can be done by con- 


and magazines, and even by addresses 
and lectures. 

Every time this subject is brought to 
the mind of anyone it makes some im- 
pression. Let it be systematically pushed 
at every opportunity and in every way, 
and public opinion will gradually be in- 
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Pneumonia :—Hall (Denver Med. Times) 70 
cases, 24 deaths. Opium, whisky, strychnine, 
calomel, diaphoretics. digitalis, oxygen. 


A thief is a thief whether he steals your 
money, your business or your good name.— 
Denver Med. Times.—Or your time.—Eb, 
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fluenced in that direction. The leaven 
will work; and whether it be but little 
or great in the aggregate, the effect for 
the benefit of the profession cannot but 
be felt. At the same time it is well to 
educate the himself up to the 
same idea, that as a public servant it is 
his duty to provide such a modern equip- 
ment as will render him a credit to his 
community. 

Are we right? 

Is this idea worth enough to the pro- 
fession to win its support and active co- 
operation ? 

Who will help it along? Who will 
contribute to the further development of 
the thought ? 


doctor 


a 


If you want to get anger down, don’t try to 
push it down. Go to the other end and pry 
up good nature. 

. Ww 


HEADACHE. 


How many of our readers have read 
We lit- 
erally thumbed our copy to pieces in 
the endeavor to transfer its contents to 
our brain. It was a revelation in its 
day; and much of the material there is 
valuable today. But the world has 
moved along, and in the matter of head- 
ache has developed a new line of re- 
search that was but dimly hinted at by 
Anstie. 

A friend came into our study recently 
with brows drawn down, forehead 
wrinkled. 

“What’s the matter?” 

“Headache!” 

And just as we were about to ask the 
cause we-got a whiff of his breath and 
the question was unnecessary. So out 
came the case, and he got a dozen tablets 
of emetin gr. 1-6, one to be taken every 


Anstie’s book on “Neuralgia?” 
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five minutes till relieved. He came in 
that evening beaming. 

““How’s the headache?” 

“All right. But your pills did no 
good; they would not stay on my stom- 
ach.” 

We smile. When we see the results 
of an emetic in some of these cases, we 
wonder how anyone of common sense 
can expect a few grains of any drug to 
do any good, when the stomach is loaded 
with such a huge mass of foul, fermeni- 
ing, poisonous stuff. Nature can do 
much in the way of correcting oyr gas- 
tronomic sins, but she should not be 
called upon for more than is reasonable. 
And there is surely something ‘very 
pleasant about the mental and physical 
euphoria of the man who has just gotten 
rid of his sins with the help of emetin. 

How many of our headaches are auto- 
toxemic? Stevens wrote a prize book in 
which he claimed that all headaches were 
due to ocular defects. Garretson based 
on a wide experience the view that all 
headaches were caused by mechanical 
interferences with the cerebral nerves, 
somewhere in their course. Woakes at- 
tributed all headaches to ethmoiditis. A 
certain nameless gynecologist divides 
headaches into two classes, those depen- 
dent on the genital organs of women, 
and those occurring in men. 

Warned by these examples we refrain 
from claiming all headaches as due to 
autotoxemia, and simply assert that very 
many are so caused. Some of these 
come from the stomach, and then the pa- 
tient has a bad breath. An emetic sets 
things right then, a liberal dose of soda, 
ammonia, or acetanilid, gives some re- 
lief. Better than these is one or two 
drams of fresh chlorine water, and often 
it will be found to give relief when the 
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_ Gastric pains at night indicate hypersecre- 
tion; in the forenoon, neurosis; cramps in 
fat-and-forty women, gall-stones.—Stiller. 


Chronic diarrhea of some years’ standing 
was cured by salicin gr. xij every four hours. 
—Hughson, N. Y. Med. Jour. 
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alkalies fail. Any of the antiseptics will 
do if given in sufficient doses. 

When the headache is due to absorp- 
tion from the bowels it is more difficult 
to relieve. The breath may not be offen- 
sive, but the mental depression is more 
pronounced. A cathartic removes the 
cause, but does not at first relieve the 
headache, because the first effect is to 
liquefy the feces, and increased absorp- 
tion results. The antiseptics that act 
especially in the intestines do better, such 
as salol, or the sulphocarbolates, fol- 
lowed by the laxatives; but in any event 
relief is tardy. 

So frequent are these headaches that 
in every case of this complaint it is wise 
to begin investigating the condition of 
the stomach and bowels, and then that 
of the eliminants. And this advice may 
be extended so as to take in the vast ma- 
jority of illnesses. Really, can a per- 
son be ill if the alimentary canal is empty 
and clean, and the emunctories all prop- 
erly active? See to these points and 
nine-tenths of your professional duties 
will have been done. 


we Me 


It is only through the morning gate of the 
beautiful that you can penetrate into the 
realm of knowledge. That which we feel here 
as beauty we shall know one day as truth. 


% MM 
INSTITUTIONITIS. 


Just now the Kankakee asylum is be- 
ing investigated on charges of cruelty. 
Any there? Plenty. There never was 
an insane asylum yet that had not abuses, 
lots of them. You cannot find men to 
control lunatics but there will be among 
them some who will use force and lose 
patience. The women are worse—very 
much worse. Don’t contradict me—I’ve 
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_Zibell attributes the hemostatic effect of gela- 
tin to the six per cent of calcium contained in 
it—Amer. Med. 


933 


been there and know what I am talking 
about. These investigations do good. 
Possibly one of the most notorious of- 
fenders will be bounced, and the rest 
will do better for awhile, till the im- 
pression grows dim; then it will be as 
bad as ever. 

All hospitals and other public institu- 
tions have this to contend with. The 
inmates come and go; the staff remains 
tolerably constant. The management 
tends constantly to supplant the true 
heneficiaries. More and more the feeling 
predominates that the institution is op- 
erated for their benefit, the patients be- 
ing a more or less inconvenient encum- 
brance. The only remedy for this is a 
change of the personnel at intervals. As 
Bennett discharges the whole force of 
the Herald every time he comes to Amer- 
ica, so the staff of every institution 
should be changed every few years, and 
entirely green hands put in. Then the 
patients would have some show.  Be- 
sides, no one should be allowed for their 
own sake to be associated very long with 
the insane. It would be a good thing 
if the various nurses’ schools were to 
supply their pupils to the asylums for a 
year each, as the resident 
serve in city hospitals. 


physicians 


Me We 


Every single day should be to you a day of 
royal discontent. You never thought as well 
as you ought to think. You never meant as 
highly as you ought to mean. You never 
planned as nobly as you ought to plan, 


MW Me 
SCIATICA. 


Dr. Cline’s prescription for sciatica 
should read: Specific tincture of apocy- 
num 30 drops in 4 0z, of water—a tea- 
spoonful every hour until pain is re- 
ee @ 


Bruce says general paralysis is directly due 
to toxins of bacteria attacking through the gas- 
tro-intestinal mucous membrane.—Med. News. 
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lieved; at the same time rubbing a lit- 
tle carbon bisulphide along the painful 
nerves—not too much—just enough to 
burn. 
ing the CLINIC says 


He has answered 200 letters say- 
“Comp.” tincture. 
He never said so. 
ww Mw 
In the same proportion that we approach the 
selves of our dreams, we shall grow pure and 


good. 
Ww MH 


MODUS OF NERVE ACTION, 


What causes a muscle to contract when 
the brain, through the motor nerves, or- 
ders it to? Why does heat soothe tooth- 
ache or rheumatism? These and kindred 
questions as to the minutiz of nerve ac- 
tion, have been a mystery to science, but 
recent investigators and experimentists 
appear to have reached a simple and 
comprehensive explanation of these com- 
plex phenomena. 

As yet this theory is tentative, but it is 
pronounced by great authorities to be the 
most important discovery made in the 
biologic field for many years. We need 
not go into the technicalities, but the 
general principle can be easily grasped. 
The nerves are made of fatty substances 
in solution. 
state just on the point of “jellying” or 
passing from a state of solution to one of 
jelly. It has long been known that when 
a nerve is stimulated it gives off a cur- 
rent of negative electricity. The 
loid” particles of fatty matter in the 
nerves normally carry negative charges 
of electricity. When the nerve is stimu- 
lated by a negative motor impulse the 
charge is passed along among the col- 
loidal particles and a negative current 
manifests itself, while the nerve tends to 
“jell,” by the particles running together. 
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Niederkorn says if any one remedy will cut 
short a typhoid fever it is echinacea (Lloyd’s 
echafolta).—Ecl. Med. Jour. 


They are in their normal 


“col- 
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Anything which reduces the tendency of 
the nerves to “jell”, that is, which makes 
the solution of fatty particles more per- 
irritability. 
Thus heat or rubbing dissolves the nerve 
jelly and relieves irritation. So an anes- 
thetic also reduces the nerves to a solu- 
tion and heads off the stimulation of the 
nerves, thus reducing sensibility. Alco- 
hol somewhat in the same way, 
while snake venom acts oppositely and 
poisons by coagulating the nerve parti- 


manent, reduces nervous 


acts 


cles. 

The contraction of the muscles is due 
to the jellying of the protoplasmal ma- 
terial of which they are made when a 
negative current is -passed to them by a 
motor-nerve, The stimulation of the 
nerves by light resulting in the sense of 
sight, is also explained by this theory, 
though the explanation is complicated. 
The theory is regarded by scientific men 
as offering a complete explanation of 
many phenomena which until now have 
been entirely unintelligible. 


MM 


How slow we are to permit ourselves the 
knowledge that ever toward the infinite skies 
tends the ideal—and that thither we must go 
before we clasp it in our eager hands. 


Me 
THE TUBERCULOSIS CONGRESS. 


The recent congress to discuss tuber- 
culosis which met in New York, can 
scarcely be considered a brilliant suc- 
cess from a stricly scientific point of 
This was partly due to defective 
organization and the conspicuous ab- 
sence of many representative men in the 
specialty, and partly to the absence of 
the original investigation which might 
have been expected in a body of that size 
and pretention. 


ee @ 


Cholera Infantum:—Aconite and ipecac for 
vomiting and purging, echinacea for toxin §a 
line hynos to sustain ‘strength.—Morrow, 


view. 





Editorial Chat 


Notwithstanding this fact, however, 
there were some practical suggestions 
made, founded on up-to-date knowledge 
of the subject, that will appeal to the 
public at large, more especially those 
bearing on reasonable and conservative 
measures to be adopted to prevent the 
spread of the dire disease. 

The recommendations offered 
founded upon the study of the malady 
from its clinical as well as its bacterio- 
logic aspects. A few speakers had the 
courage to declare that there was too 
much talk of the bacillus and too little of 
its real significance as a mere contribut- 
ing element of disease causation, and that 
the “bug” was too much of a “bugaboo” 
in accounting for the sole cause of infec- 
tion. In other words, while the microbe 
may be virtually omnipresent, only a cer- 
tain number of susceptible persons furn- 
ish the soil for the seed. With such 
alone can the disease be considered as 
veritably infectious. 

The outcome of these conclusions is 
the proper care of the victims, placing 
them in a condition to resist morbific in- 
fluences, rather than to restrict our ef- 
forts to the wholesale extermination of 
the bacillus itself, which, after all, is only 
one of the factors in the problem. Thus, 
while we are narrowed to the possibility 
of decreasing the chances of infecting the 
waiting victims, we can do much more 
by stimulating a healthy resistance in the 
individual exposed. 

There is, of course, no 
against punishing spitters, 
cars and boats, and preventing the dis- 
tribution of bacilli in this way; but there 
is no need of unduly alarming timid per- 
sons by making them believe that the 
chance inhalation of a stray microbe may 
result in death. 


were 


argument 
inspecting 
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_Malarial Hematuria: Controlled by infusion 
of cottonwood bark, Populus Monilifera, when 
quinine made worse,—Alter, Ecl. Med. Jour, 
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The bacteriologists have done excellent 


work in many directions, but there 
should be some limit to many of their 
unreasonable and dictatorial conclusions. 
By all means let us strive to exterminate 
the bacillus as best we can, but in so do- 
ing let us keep duly in mind the care 
of the consumptive himself. 

The war against the microbe must not 
in any sense mean a fight against its vic- 
tim. While we educate the latter to dis- 
tuicct his sputum, and thus protect his 
susceptible neighbor, let us do everything 
to care for him while ill, and eventually 
cure him if possible. Thus it is eminent- 
ly wise that public sanatoria be provided 
for the poor, and that tenements and fac- 
tories be constructed on proper hygienic 
principles. 

Regarding the actual cure of tubercu- 
losis, it is to be regretted that bacteriol- 
ogy, with all its claims in other direc- 
tions, has not as yet accomplished any- 
Today 


the highest medical authorities treat the 


thing beyond old-time methods. 


disease the same as a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago—by fresh air, sunshine, good 
food and proper hygienic principles. No 
serum has as yet been discovered that can 
dissolve the bacillus or lessen its propa- 
gating tendency. Tuberculin has proved 
a failure, and is now used only for diag- 
nosticating the disease in cattle. It is 
fortunate however, that the principles of 
present treatment are so simple as to be 
within the reach of all; but in this par- 
ticular, as was said by one of the speak- 
ers, it owes little or nothing to bacteriol- 


ogy in the strict sense of the latter term. 


Quite naturally the subject of bovine 
tuberculosis received attention in the 
congress, but the vexed question on the 
possible transmission of the disease to 
man still 
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appears to he unsettled, even 


Paralysis: Cure by nux and_ conium 
pushed to full dosage. The two are not in 
compatible-—Strouse, Ecl. Med. Jour, 
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from the standpoint of a high authority 
in that line of work. For the present at 
least we can assume that there are no 
other visible dangers from impure milk 
than those that attend serious digestive 
troubles, especially occurring in children. 
While there are the best of reasons why 
the milk in all cases should be above sus- 
picion, there is some comfort in belieyv- 
ing that the terrible bacillus is not threat- 
ening us in new quarters. 


we 


We do not want a dicontented man but 
we do want a dissatisfied one; a man fully 
aware of his own defects and resolutely de- 
termined to overcome them; one who finds 
joy in his ideals, not in his attainments. 


Me ME SE 
HAY FEVER. 


Ingals (J. A. M. A.) took up the re- 
port of Curtis on immunization against 
hay fever by the use of Ambrosia arte- 
misiafolia, and made a test during the 
last hay-fever season. The results are 
herewith given: 

Wyeth’s fluid extract of solidago odor- 
ata or golden rod, and Merrell’s normal 
tincture of ambrosia, were administered 
in doses up to 10 minims each four times 
a day, to 20 patients. A spray of ad- 
renalin, resorcin and other agents was 
also used. 

Twelve reported relief from the inter- 
nal remedy. In some cases the symptoms 
subsided while taking it and returned 
when it was discontinued. Thirteen 
were benefited by the spray, some found 
it injurious, three were doubtful if the 
benefit was due to the treatment or to 
other causes, three reported no effect. 

In two it disturbed the stomach and in 
one caused menorrhagia. In some the 
medicine caused sweating, in others 
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Cancer pain, aching, neuralgia, gout and 
rheumatism of aged, tertiary syphilis, insom- 
nia, ~.stric cancer, relieved by conium. 
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seemed to prevent the usual burning, and 
some reported dryness of the nasal mu- 
cosa. The benefit did not seem to be 
confined to those who attributed their 
malady to the golden rod or ragweed, 
any more than to other weeds. All who 
were not benefited were old and severe 
cases. 

Altogether the results were encourag 
ing rather than not, and with better 
preparations and more precise dosage a 
real advance in the treatment of this 
troublesome malady may be looked for. 


Mw Me 


A Pennsylvania man recently felt 
an inclination to sneeze. Knowing that 
it was to be a big one he grasped 
hold of a railing for support, but 
the sneeze dislocated his shoulder. 
Chloroform had to be administerd be- 
fore the bone was set back into 
place. 


w Me 
NOTE. 


One of the workers of the Crrtnic 
editorial staff, to whom we are indebted 
for many interesting and. useful items, 
sent in one on the late volcanic eruptions. 
It looked familiar to us, but we are very 
busy, and as it filled a lacuna we put it 
in the editorial pages. Then we received a 
note from the Philadelphia Medical Jour- 
nal, informing us that the item was taken 
from the editorials of that respected 
journal. The gentleman who sent in 
the item had no access to our contem- 
porary, and explains that he found it in 
a newspaper, not credited, and intended 
it for the department of “News, Notes 
and Notions.” We tender our apolo- 
gies to the Quaker City periodical. 
ee @ 


_ Indications for conium (cicutine) : Atrophy, 
inactivity of nerves, paralysis, tongue broad, 
yellow film.—Strouse. Ecl. Med. Jour. 



































COLCHICINE, ITS PHARMACOLOGY AND THERAPEUTIC 
APPLICATION. 


By Edmund Towle Brown, M. D. 


ENTLEMEN of the Franklin 
County Medical Society :— 
I have chosen to speak today 
on one of the alkaloids and its 
therapeutic application, namely: Colchi- 
cine, an alkaloid that is destined to prove 
of great value when properly understood 
and appreciated. 
Pharmacology.—Colchicine is the lead- 
ing alkaloid of the colchicum autumnale 
or meadow saffron, occurring also in other 
species of colchicum, It is a native of 
the temperate parts of both Europe and 
Northern Africa. Colchicine is soluble 
in water, alcohol, ether and chloroform. 
Jobaussen found the seeds contained of 
colchicine 1.15 per cent, the leaves 1.46 
per cent, the corm 1.4 per cent to 1.58 
per cent, the roots .0642. Huseman 
found in the fresh seeds before and dur- 
ing maturity two per cent, in young fresh 
corms in summer 0.08 per cent. 
This drug has fallen into disuse from 
the uncertainty of its preparations. There 
are three preparations from the root and 


four from the seeds; of these Shoemaker 
gives two fluid extracts and two wines, 
each with a different dose. 

As the effect of any of these is simply 
due to the active principle contained, in 
the words of Dr. Waugh, “It is obvious 


that colchicum is preéminently one of the 
drugs whose crude form should be re- 


tired from the shelves of the pharmacy.” 

Zeiss] obtained colchicine by treating 
the seed with go per cent alcohol; the 
alcohol was then removed and the resi- 
distilled water and 
shaken up with chloroform, absolutely 
When the 
chloroform is distilled off there remains 


due dissolved in 
free from hydrochloric acid. 


a syrupy residue, which on strong cool- 
ing deposits rosette crystal groups. This 
is purified by adding small quantities of 
pure chloroform. The colchicine is taken 
up in a large quantity of the same sol- 
vent, condensed, mixed with ether and 
from this crystalized—the result is a 
combination of colchicine with two mole- 
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cules of chloroform, the formula being 
eg Stag NO, 2 CHC... 

On evaporation chloroform is given 
off, but not all even on prolonged: heat- 
ing. The crystals are luminous in the 
dark when free from CHC13. Colchicine 
is amorphous, bright yellow, darkening 
on exposure to light, with strong electric 
qualities when triturated. 

The addition of mineral acids or boil- 
ing with alkalies splits off a methoxyl 
group, leaving colchiceine or aceto-trime- 
thyl-colchiceinic acid. On heating colchi- 
cine with hydrochloric acid to 302 F., 
ammonia is split off. Colchicine gives 
no salt with acids and is not precipitated 
with platinum chloride. Concentrated 
nitric acid dissolves it, giving first a vio- 
let, then a yellow color. Sulphuric acid 
containing nitric acid gives at first a yel- 
low-green, passing over gradually to 
green-blue, wine-red, then again to yel- 
low, and on addition of concentrated 


caustic soda solution it becomes red. 
3romine water gives a yellowish precipi- 
tate, and potassium iodide a_ brown. 
Boiled in iron chloride it colors this acid 
solution green to dark green, and shaken 
up with chloroform this becomes brown- 
Mercuric chloride produces 


in the hydrochloric solution a lemon-yel- 


ish to red. 


low precipitate, as do gold chloride, cad- 
mium iodide, potassium-mercuric-iodide, 
iodide (yellow to 
Phosphor-wolframic and phos- 


potassium bismuth 
brown). 
phor-molybdenic acids, potassium chro- 
mate and sulphuric acid, give a dirty 
orange yellow precipitate, tannic acid 
gives a white precipitate, picric acid 
gives no precipitate; solution of phenol 
gives milky coloring, which after some 
time condenses into resinous little drops. 
Colchiceine gives salts with bases and 


acids, and with gold chloride a double 
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Numerous forms of neuralgia are relieved 
by the proper treatment of the teeth. Tucker, 
Southern Medical Journal. 
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salt. In the same way colchicinic acid, 
dimethyl and trimethyl colchicinic acids, 
combine with acids and bases (Lie- 
breich). 

Physiological Action—Given in any 
dose two to fourteen hours elapse after its 
before any effects are 
manifest, according to Waugh; but per- 
never seen any effect 
within twelve to twenty-four hours after 
it had been administered. Given by the 


administration 


sonally, I have 


stomach or subcutaneously in toxic doses, 
eastric and intestinal discomfort is felt, 


then gastric pain, salivation, nausea, 
vomiting and diarrhea. The dejecta be- 
come mucous and blood-streaked, the 


vomit becomes bloody, skin covered with 
cold sweat, depression, apathy and col- 
lapse follow, motion becomes difficult es- 
pecially in the legs; the motor paralysis 
becoming complete and creeping up until 
it reaches the respiratory centers, caus- 
ing death by asphyxia. Muscular pains 
may replace the spasms (Wood). 

Reflex action is depressed (Albers). 

Vertigo and anxiety are usual and 
sometimes confusion or delirium pre- 
cedes collapse, but usually the mind is 
clear until death. 

The largest doses finally paralyze .va- 
gus-inhibition (Brunton). 

The pulse becomes small and rapid in 
collapse, but there is no direct action on 
the circulation. 

The respiration is at first deep and 
full, becoming shallow, death being due 
to paralysis of this center ; the heart beats 
after death. The bowel action is hurried 
by increased irritability of the nervous 
mechanism (Jacobi). 

The mucosa is also irritated (Cushny). 

The muscles are affected as by vera- 
trine, becoming quickly fatigued. 

Locally applied, colchicine is intensely 
ee @ 


Most ozenas and catarrhal discharges are 
readily relieved by thé exhibition of berberis 
(berberine ).—Heitzman. 
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irritant. Cushny attributes the nervous 
symptoms to the collapse produced by the 
gastro-intestinal irritation, with no di- 
rect cerebral depression, and also col- 
lapse is attended by a consequent sensory 
paralysis. 

Small doses increase the urinary fluid, 
the urea and uric acid excreted, but large 
ones lessen or stop the fluid secretions 
(Paton). 

Hematuria occurs in animals. The 
symptoms are attributed by Cushny, to 
the excretion of the colchicine by the 
bowels and the kidneys, and consequent 
irritation of these structures. 

Excretion may be concentrated upon 
either. 

Brunton places colchicine among the 
most powerful hepatic stimulants; in 
large doses also stimulating intestinal se- 
cretion and peristalsis. He ranks it also 
as an alterative, improving nutrition in 
an unknown manner; and as a hydra- 
gogue diuretic. The effects are more 
marked on carnivora than on herbivora. 
In man colchicine is said to rarely cause 
more damage than a duodenal catarrh, 
yet I-have never known even this to oc- 
cur, and do not believe it can happen un- 
less the drug be given in poisonous doses. 
Van Renterghem took .ooo5 of a gram 
every half hour for 20 doses. Slightly 
increased peristalsis alone occurred. 

An arthritic patient took the same dose 
every hour for five days, occasioning 
dyspeptic symptoms, not severe, subsid- 
ing on discontinuing the drug. . 

Colchicine is contraindicated by gastric 
or intestinal irritability, and when its 
use is followed by over-action of the 
bowels, by pain, colic, etc. 

Treatment of colchicine poisoning: 
Empty the stomach and bowels if not al- 
ready done, giving abundance of warin 
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Half the girls at graduation are bodily 
wrecks. So says a ladv at a large seminary 
for young women.—Brodnax. 


water. Tannic acid is the only known 
chemical antidote. It is said to be not 


reliable, but should be given freely. 
Check vomiting and purging by mor- 
phine. Allay irritation by white of egg 
in water. Treat symptoms as they arise, 
using external heat, atropine and stimu- 
lants (Waugh). 

Dosage, Abbott advises 0.0005 to 0.001 
(gr. 1-134 to 1-67) every hour or oftener 
in robust cases. Merck gives the dose of 
his colchicine as 0.0005 to 0.0022 (gr. 
1-134 to 1-30) two to three times a day. 
[ have never given more than gr. I-134 
once in two to four hours. 

In acute gout and rheumatism, Shaller 
(gr. 1-134 to 
1-67) every hour or oftener in robust 
eases, with aconitine, until the pain and 
fever are subdued, or the bowels thor- 
After full 


doses should be reduced. 


advises 0.0005 to 0.OOI 


oughly moved. action the 

This amount should be given once in 
two to four hours, well diluted, until it 
produces slight looseness of the bowels 
or nausea. I frequently prescribe gr. 
1-134 well diluted three times a day be- 
fore meals. Colchicine is more rapidity 
absorbed than the galenic preparations of 
colchicum, but the slowness of its action 
renders this agent ill fitted for rapid 
that the 
doses should be at least two hours apart 
(Waugh). 

Therapy..— Colchicine has quite a 


cumulative administration, so 


wide range of application. It is said to 
be a specific in acute gout, but I have 
never had occasion to prescribe it for 
this-affection. Used in those numerous 
uricacidemia that are so trou- 
of 


myalsia, catarrh, 


cases of 


blesome, with their train symptoms 


such as headaches, 
acute and chronic, itching and other irri- 
tation of the skin, gastro-intestinal ca- 
@e2e@@e @ 
Gehrmann states that the antitoxins cxam- 
ined by him did not always correspond with 
their labeled strength. 
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tarrhs with the numerous train of ail- 
ments pertaining thereto, it is of the 
greatest benefit. 

In pleurisy of rheumatic origin I have 
prescribed it with most happy results. 
In sciatica occurring in rheumatism, I 
have found it to be of far more benefit 
than any other drug or combination of 
drugs. 
ralgia, combined 


It is useful in rheumatic neu- 
with large doses of 
strychnine arsenate and zinc phosphide. 
3utler advises its use in full doses for 
from hepatic obstruction, and 
mentions its use in gonorrhea, chordee, 


hypochondria with 


ascites 


renal insufficiency, 
ocular inflammation and local manifesta- 
tions of gout. Abadie found colchicine 
gr. 1-67 (0.001) of value in scleritis. 
Woodbury injects it into the nerve-sheath 
in sciatica, but Butler condenms this on 
account of the severe local irritation. 
Used in those so-called cases of bilious- 
ness it is very effective. 

While colchicine is valuable in the 
above-mentioned conditions, the most 
gratifying results will be obtained in 
treating rheumatism and rheumatic af- 
fections. I have not used the salicylates, 
salol or lithia, for over two years, ex- 
cept in one case. I have been uniformly 
successful in treating these cases, with 
one exception; that being a case of ar- 
ticular rheumatism in a young man, af- 
fecting wrist and ankle joints, and this 
case has not been benefited by any treat- 
ment; although the salicylates and alka- 
lies have been used, and I have come 
to the conclusion that the only thing 
that will cure this case is the hot-air 
treatment. 

I am constrained to believe that colchi- 
cine will prove of marked benefit in epi- 
lepsy. I will mention one case of ep 
lepsy in which I have prescribed this al- 
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A full dose of qttinine at bedtime will quite 
certainly prevent an attack of asthma that 
night. Dose gr. xx. 
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kaloid:—J. W., a young man, age iy 
gave history of having had a severe at 
tack of typhoid fever when 12 years old. 
Within a year after having this illness 
he commenced having frequent attacks 
of Le Petit Mal, increasing in severity 
for several years, finally developing into 
Le Grand Mal. Under large doses of 
bromides the frequency and severity of 
these attacks were somewhat 
This treatment was persisted in for about 
six months, when I prescribed colchicine 
gr. 1-134 four times a day. Before pre- 
scribing the above, the patient was hav- 
ing two to three attacks a month. 
When taking colchicine he did not have 
an attack for three or four months, and 
they only returned after he had discon- 
tinued taking the medicine, and had 
indulged in over-eating and the use of 
alcohol and tobacco. 

The colchicine that I use I obtain from 
the Abbott Alkaloidal Co. of Chicago, 
Ill., and I understand they import the 
major part of their supply from Ger- 
many. They market it in small gran- 
ules, each containing gr. 1-134 (gram 
.0005). I always dispense it in solution. 
If I wish to prescribe an 8-ounce bottle 
of it in solution, I take 64 granules and 
eight ounces of water; each teaspoonful 
of this solution will represent 1-134 gr. 
of the alkaloid. Carmine is sometimes 
added to color it. I am in the habit of 
directing them to take this amount in 
from 1-2 to one glass of water: the water 
serving to dilute the urine and flush out 
the kidneys. 

This paper has already taken up much 
time, so I will only mention one case in 
which relief was gratifying both to my- 
self and patient. 

W. B., blacksmith, had been suffering 
from a severe attack of muscular rheu- 
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In malarial yellow fevers I have saved life 
by giving quinine gr. Ix when grain xl had 
failed and even aggravated. 


lessened. 
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matism affecting the muscles of the 
shoulder, back and limbs. He was un- 
able to walk, had been under treatment 
for two weeks without benefit. I com- 
menced by giving him a saline laxative, 
then one teaspoonful, representing gr. 
1-134 of colchicine in a glass of water, 
once in two hours till four doses had 
been taken, then the same dose once in 
four hours till he was slightly nauseated 
or bowels became loose, then to take a 
teaspoonful four times a day. The third 
dav he was able to walk and in a week 
working at his forge. 
‘ntlemen, I do not want you to 
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think I am too enthusiastic in advocat- 
ing the use of this drug, and I most 
earnestly urge you to give it a fair trial, 
as I believe after you have done so, you 
will discontinue using to a great extent 
the drugs you are now using in the treat- 
ment of this very common and trouble- 
some affection. 

In closing I wish to credit Dr. Wm. 
I’, Waugh, of Chicago, for a great deal 
of the information this 
paper—in fact much has been taken ver- 
batim from an article by him on colchi- 
cine. 

Montgomery Center, Vt. 
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** MEDICINE.” 
“A Potpourri, et Finis.” 
By W. L. Coleman, M. D. 


RESUME my pen, 
to write my last 
communication for 
publication, after 
more than a year’s 
silence and a com- 
plete retirement from 
the busy world in 
every respect, rele- 
gating to “innocu- 
ous desuetude” all 
books, papers, and 
whatever tend te remind me of that busy 
life and the wonderful events and mar- 
velous discoveries occurring daily upon 
our little globe. Not even reading my 
favorite medical journal, “THe ALKa- 
LOIDAL CLINIC,” which, during that brief 
period, has grown beyond my recogni- 
tion, and rightfully attained first place 
among the medical periodicals published 
at the dawn of the 2oth Century, whether 
regular or irregular, or costing one or 
five dollars. 


W.L. Coleman, M. D. 
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Quinine gr. j, camphor gr. 1-2, and atropine 
gr. 1-134, form a most effective combination 
to break up an acute cold. 


I say this with no thought or desire 
to flatter or exaggerate, for I am_ not 
built that way, but always endeavor to 
give utterance to the simple, unvarnished 
truth concerning all subjects and _ per- 
sons without the fear or favor of any. 
But in this instance words are 
quate for me to express all that this 
comparatively young and admirable 
monthly deserves ; so I will only say that 
in my humble opinion it has but few if 
any equals and no superiors, because it 
is controlled and edited by two perfectly 
liberal-minded and brainy men, advocat- 
ing chiefly (though accepting truth from 
all sources), and earnestly endeavoring 
to disseminate a knowledge of the latest 
and most wonderful, yet truly simple 
and scientific method of medication as 
yet ever evolved from the brain of man, 
styled by them “Alkalometry,” or “Alka- 
loidal Therapeutics,” according to that 
safe, positive and exact “measured-dose 
method” of Prof. Ad. Burggraeve, “Dos- 


inade- 
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Quinine arsenate gr. 1-6 about equals gr. 
xv of the sulphate therapeutically in the treat- 
ment of malarial affections. 
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imetry.” The advocacy and teaching of 
these up-to-date and advanced principles 
of medicine places them and their jour- 
nal not only in the front rank but more 
than a quarter of a century in advance 
of all so-called regular five-dollar publi- 
cations, as well as of the schools and 
medical tzachers of America. 

[ say this advisedly, fearless of suc- 
cessful contradiction, and with perfect 
confidence that ere the first quarter of 
the 20th Century passes, all that I am say- 
ing will be sustained, correborated and 
accepted by the profession of this coun- 
try, who, strange to say, have been slow- 
est and last of all civilized nations to in- 
vestigate and discover the excellency and 
superiority of this beautiful therapeutic 
method, which a candid, unbiased exam- 
ination discloses to be in perfect accord 
with regular medicine and code, and vio- 
lative in neither letter nor sense. 

I am moved to write this final paper 
with its unique title, by a number of rea- 
sons differing so widely that I trust the 
brethren of the Ciinic family will par- 


don the desultory and disconnected style 


of its contents, and accept it as the last 
gift of a feeble, worn-out fellow laborer. 
whose heart is filled to overflowing with 
love for them and our noble profession, 
and an earnest, ardent desire for their 
perfect success in the practice of that 
wonderful therapeutic method inaugu- 
rated by the lamented Burggraeve, and 
which’ presents the truly grandest medi- 
cal progress of the ages. 

T will enumerate of the 
principal reasons prompting this writing, 
hoping to arrest and attract the attention 
of a few to the method, as well as en- 
courage and strengthen the faith of all 
timid beginners. 

Ist. 


now some 


Since my retirement from active 
@e 
Quassin fully represents the virtues of the 


whole class of simple bitters, and may with 
advantage replace them. 
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practice my conscience has often prompt: 
ed me to leave on record my true opinion 
and candid conclusion of practical medi- 
cine, gained from clinical observations 
during half a century of active, laborious 
practice, and also state what in my hum- 
ble opinion are the chief causes of its 
non-progressiveness. 

2nd. To raise my voice in defence of 
Dosimetry, although it needs none from 
for the last time 
enumerate its many excellencies and its 
clear and self-evident superiority over a‘] 
other methods in use. 

3rd. Correct a few errors in my 
brochure, “ The History of Yellow 
Fever,” and give a clear and explicit 
explanation of what I hold to be the 
cause of that disease, which I have 
never done, and thus refute and show the 
absurdity and impossibility of the mos- 
quito theory being true, as advanced by 
the up-to-date yellow-fever experts, the 
majority of whom, if the truth was 
known, never saw or passed through a 
genuine, old-fashioned epidemic of that 


my poor pen; and 


hitherto mysterious and uncontrollable 
scourge, for none of any magnitude have 
occurred in this country for more than 
twenty years. 

I speak thus confidently because they 
are claiming the honor of doing what 
nature and time are doing, controlling 
and eradicating the disease, for I con- 
tend that its continuous history since 
1878-9 is sustaining and establishing the 
truth of every conclusion and position 
taken by me in that little book, of which 
| defy the successful contradiction by 
every yellow fever expert of the day. 

4th. Give my experience with cer- 
tain alkaloids and the strange, contrary 
and abnormal therapeutic and physiologic 
effects exhibited by them in certain cases 
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Quassin improves the appetite and increases 
the capacity of digesting food, especially if 
gastric catarrh is absent. 
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and conditions; which go to prove that 
the physician should always be on the 
watch, and study to learn the nature, 
temperament and idiosyncrasies of each 
and all of his clientele in order to avoid 
accidents, which, however, are minimized 
and rendered practically impossible with 
ordinary care by this safe, exact, and 
For, while 
stocked 


scientific therapeutic method. 
its armamentarium is chiefly 
with the most powerful and active prin- 
ciples of medicaments, yet they can be 
administered to tender infants and deli- 
cate females with impunity and no fear 
of injury; and European Dosimetric 
physicians still boast that no case of ac- 
cidental injury or death ever resulted 
from their use, since the introduction of 
the method, whilst numerous ¢ases of in- 
jury are yearly reported in France from 
the other methods. 

In this initial paper I will only discuss 
the first two heads, as they are so inti- 
mately related they may be considered 
as one; that is, provided they do not 
occupy too much of the Ciinic’s valua- 
ble space, and if the genial editors will 
kindly aid the old man, so feeble as 
scarcely able to hold the pen to write 
legibly, in condensing, by eliminating all 
superfluous adjectives and unnecessary 
expressions, which he is so prone to use 
and may have left; as they well know, 
prolixity and verbosity are conspicuous 
among his many faults as a writer. 

Prior to the advent of Homeopathy 
and Dosimetry, I find no foundation 
upon which Medicine can rightfully base 
its claim to be considered _ scientific. 
Neither do I find, from the days of the 
Fathers, Aésculapius, Hippocrates and 
Galen, down to the middle of the nine- 
teenth century, any of those substantial 
as well as marvelous and brilliant dis- 
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coveries and inventions so conspicuously 
marking the steps of real progress in all 
other branches of science, and which 
have made the century most noted and 
wonderful in history. Hence I feel jus- 
tified in my final conclusion, that down 
to.the middle of the 19th century the 
so-called science of medicine represent- 
ed empiricism, “pur et simple,” and was 
founded upon conjecture solely, practised 
often under an uncertain and false diag- 
nosis, built up and improved by guess- 
work, that sad 
blunders, which were often hidden and 
So I unhesitat- 
ingly say, that the system of medicine as 
taught and practised during the century 
had no more foundation in science than 
it had a hundred years ago, and_ con- 
sisted of a series of vague and uncertain 


caused many clinical 


covered by the grave. 


incongruities, which are a_ burning 
shame and disgrace to its professors and 
the enlightenment of the age. Nor am ] 
alone in these opinions, for I find that 
many medical men of the past, among 
Cooper, Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Prof. I. R. Buchanan 


and others, have left on record, after a 


them Sir Astley 


long practice and having passed the age 
of sixty, far more severe and bitter criti- 
cisms and denunciations of their profes- 
Prof. I. R. Buchanan, 
of Boston, says: “Practical medicine is 
the most unstable, confused and contra- 
dictory in its of all known 
sciences, changing not only from age to 
age, but even from year to year and day 
to day, and from one medical street to 
another in the neighboring street, each of 
which with dogmatic confidence, teaches 
the most contradictory doctrines, whilst 
denouncing and expressing perfect con- 
tempt of all others.” 

Sir Astley Cooper says: “The science 


sion than mine. 


doctrines 
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Ouassin increases the tonicity of the walls of 
the stomach and hence is of value in dilatation 
of this viscus. 


Quassin aids materially in quenching thirst, 
probably because it contracts the dilated walls 
of the stomach. 
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of medicine is founded on conjecture and 
improved by murder.” 

The regular routine codists, claiming 
to be the only representatives of true 
scientific medicine, with Pharisaic holi- 
ness draw their garments about them to 
avoid pollution, and denounce in un- 
measured terms all outside of their ranks 
as arrant quacks and empirics. ‘They are 
so dominated by the teachings of “Alma 
Mater,” and the books, that they stub- 
bornly refuse to get out of the ruts and 
dogmatically reject everything that does 
not bear the impress of “Magister dixit” 
upon it. This is one of the principal 
reasons for the lack of progress and ad- 
vancement in scientific medicine. It is 
truely amazing and would be incredible 
if I had not personally investigated during 
the past five years, and found that more 
than half of those interviewed of the 
rank and file of this noblest of all pro- 
fessions are perfectly content to believe 
thus, and continue to do as they have 
been taught to do, unwilling to investi- 
gate themselves or accept facts in their 
practice resulting from the investigation 
of others. dumbfounded 
several times at the reply of intelligent 
physicians, some of whom occupied offi- 
cial positions, to my advocacy of alka- 
loidal therapeutics according to the 
dosimetric method, and the immense ad- 


I have been 


vantage it gave the physician over all 
acute and so-called cyclic diseases. The 
answer was almost invariably the same: 


“Why, Doctor, the schools and the books 
have taught for a hundred years that 
such diseases are self-limited, having a 


regular definite course to run, which 
medicine has no power to shorten or 
modify. They know more and better 
than we do and we are content so to be 


governed by their teachings.” Whilst 
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without assuming any superior wisdom, 
I could not assent to or accept such a 
ridiculous statement, for I believe the 
humblest member of the profession to- 
day is or should be better qualified to 
decide such questions than the most 
learned professor or writer of a hundred 
years ago, on account of increased light 
of knowledge gained during the last half 
of the 19th century. But, I sadly con 
clude that it would be a waste of precious 
time (for that is very precious to me 
now), and like casting pearls before 
swine to argue with men of such narrow 
minds, who are seemingly enveloped in 
an impenetrable crust of willful interest, 
that will not permit them to see what is 
best for themselves and their patients. 
This is rougher language than I like to 
use, but the irritability and nervousness 
of age is my excuse, together with the 
unkind and uncalled for rebuffs that 
occasionally met me, whilst laboring sole- 
ly for the good of the physician in par- 
ticular, and for humanity in general. 

I was aroused to the defense of 
Dosimetry by reading a lengthy article 
by a physician, whose name I have for- 
gotten, published in a literary journal, 
Harper's Monthly Magazine, some two 
years ago, and purporting to give the 
principal brilliant discoveries and mar- 
velous steps of progress by Scientific 
Medicine during the nineteenth century ; 
and which, by the way, can be numbered 
on the fingers of one hand. I read this 
eagerly and with intense interest only to 
be grievously disappointed at the end by 
finding that the author had utterly ig 
nored and not even mentioned Alkalo- 
metry or Dosimetry by name. The very 
mildest criticism that I could make was, 
that however great his opportunities for 
obtaining facts, the author was not the 
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If quassin disagrees it is evident that the 
stomach is in a state of acute catarrh and all 
tonics will irritate. 


While the conditions for which quassin is 
recommended are few in number they are 
very frequently met in practice. 
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right man to collect data for a correct 
medical history for future generations ; 
since he had, either through inexcusable 
ignorance or code-bound bigotry, left out 
of his list what in my humble opinion 
is not only the greatest medical discovery 
of the century, but by far the longest and 
most useful step of real true medical 
progress ever made in its whole history. 

It is true I occupy too humble a posi- 
tion in.the ranks of the profession for 
my opinion, however true, to attract at- 
tention, or have much weight with any- 
one; but I am so sanguine in my belief of 
the ultimate success of Dosimetry that I 
confidently predict its universal adoption 
in the near future, or at least by all hon- 
est and true physicians in whose hearts 
the love of humanity and the love of 
their profession outweigh all mercenary 
motives, making them willing and eager 
to give their patients the benefit of all 
remedies and methods proven to be best, 
without reference to the school or system 
from which they emanate ; thus constitut- 
ing the true physician a pure “Eclectic.” 
In mentioning the advent of Homeop- 
athy and Dosimetry, in connection as 
eras of medical progress, I do not want 
to be considered as holding that they are 
in any way related, for they are as differ- 
ent as light and darkness; the only point 
of resemblance being the pellet form 
originally adopted by Burggraeve- 
Chanteaud, for dispensing the alka- 
loids. This fact has led some super- 
ficial observers, not investigators, to 
charge me with practising ‘ Homeop- 
athy ” under another name; but no in- 
telligent physician who will spend an 
hour investigating Dosimetry, will risk 
his reputation of having three grains of 
common sense by making such a base- 
less charge. 
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In taking a comprehensive view of 
the history of medicine, past and pres- 
ent, the conclusion is irresistible in my 
mind that Hahnemann and Burggraeve 
were the two greatest philanthropists 
and benefactors of the human race, of 
the 18th and 19th centuries, who by their 
personal labors and experiments ele- 
vated medicine from the realms of em- 
piricism to the rank of a true exact 
science, to which it had no just claim be- 
fore. It is said they not only sacrificed 
their immediate interests for the sake of 
their convictions, but made many painful 
experiments upon their own persons for 
the benefit of scientific medicine, in order 
to establish the true therapeutic value 
and effects of various medicaments, and 
the best mode and dose in which to ad- 
minister them so as to obtain their best 
curative effect. If their methods were 
universally adopted to the exclusion of 
all others, medicine as practised today 
would be deprived of the opportunity and 
chance to ever commit legal murder 
again, and there would no longer exist 
any grounds for Dr. Frank to say: 
“Thousands are annually slaughtered in 
the quiet sick room;” ot for another to 
say: “There is no doubt but that the 
doctors killed Garfield.” 

Corpus Christi, Texas. 


(To be continued.) 


In Michigan City, Ind., the Board of 
Health discovered that the members of 
two families, five persons in all, had been 
afflicted with smallpox for over a week 
without medical attention. The afflicted 
ones are believers in faith healing and re- 
fuse to have a doctor or take medicines. 
Rigid quarantine has been established, 
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Quassin is best given in watery solution, that 
the nerves of taste may receive the first im- 
pression of the drug. 


The dose of quassin for an appetizer is im- 
material, as the principal effect is exerted on 
the gustatory nerves, 





PEMPHIGUS NEONATORUM. 
By C. N. Brain, M. D. 


EMPHIGUS is a chronic affec- 
tion of the skin, characterized 
by the development of variously 
sized blebs, on a non-inflamed 
The 


disease runs an indefinite course, often 


base, on a previously healthy skin. 
ending in death. Formerly all skin af- 
fections in which bulla were found were 
grouped under the head of Pemphigus. 
Duhring of the United States, and Brocq 
of France, must be credited with bring- 
ing this disease out of the obscurity that 
so long surrounded it. The term Pem- 
phigus should really bring to our mind 
a bullous affection of the skin accom- 
panied by little or no inflammatory symp- 
toms, and running a subacute or chronic 
course. Pemphigus must be classed 
among the rarer skin affections, the re- 
ports of the American Dermatological 
Association giving only 103 out of 123, 
746 cases of general skin-diseases. Win- 
field, during the last ten years, has seen 
only five in 25,000 cases of skin diseases 
of all kinds. 

The disease is generally classified un- 
der three heads: Pemphigus Vulgaris, 
Pemphigus Foliaceus, and Pemphigus 
Vegetans. 

Pemphigus Vulgaris, in small children 
and old people, may be ushered in by a 
slight febrile disturbance. The tempera- 
ture may reach 100. This fever usually 
subsides at the appearance of the bulle. 
Many cases show absolutely no subjec- 


tive symptoms. ‘There are no prodomal 


signs in a typical case of Pemphigus 
The eruption may occur in 
any part of the body, either regularly or 
A typical bleb is oval or 
hemispherical in shape and varies in 


Vulgaris. 


irregularly. 
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In dilatation of the stomach and as a sys- 
temic tonic give quassin in doses of gr. 1-6, 
before meals, in water. 


size from a split pea to a silver dollar, 
At first the bleb is filled with a clear 
serum, but after a day or two this serum 
changes in character, becoming more” 
opaque; this change is caused by an aid- 

mixture of pus and epidermal cells. The 
skin surrounding the bleb may present, 
at this stage, a red ring slightly raised 

When the bleb bursts or is ruptured, the 
denuded surface becomes covered by a 
slightly bloody serum which dries into 
A bleb usually lasts from 
If they are few in 
number the disease may terminate short 


a thin scab. 


two to ten days. 


lv, but successive crops may prolong thie 
attack into months or even years. 

In Pemphigus Foliaceus the blister 
soon bursts and the fluid oozing out ex 
coriates the free epidermal surface. New 
epidermis seldom forms on this denuded 
surface, and when it does it is often 
broken down by renewed exudation un 
derneath. 

In Pemphigus 


bullz are found about the mouth, nostrils, 


Vegetans, the initia! 


anus, and in females the external geni 
tals. 
cal bullz soon form on various parts of 


There is considerable pain. Typi- 


the body, preferably about the flexures 
The blebs 


instead of drying into scabs break down, 


of joints and in the groin. 


and leave a red raw surface, which i: 
further enlarged by the formation of ves- 
icles. These finally change into warty. 
fungating masses resembling syphilitic 
These latter characteris- 
disease with 


condylomata. 
tics may confound the 
syphilis, but the appearance of general 
bleb-formation clears up the diagnosis. 

The etiology is a matter of conjecture. 
Neither age, sex, climate nor nationality 
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The merest fraction of a grain of quassin as 
obtained from a quassia cup is effective as an 
appetizer and digestant. 
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The disease may 
Hys- 
terical or nervous persons often show 
a tendency to the disease. It is not un- 
common to see blebs on the limbs of 


exert any influence. 
be congenital in some instances. 


paralytics. 

Pathology: The bulle are formed 
from the rete layer. The 
formed from the upper and the floor 
from the lower rete layer. This explains 
the absence of cicatrization or loss of 
substance upon the healing of the vesi- 
cle. The contents of the bleb are first 
serum and a few white corpuscles; later 
pus, fat and epidermal cells can be 
found. Some observers have found urea 
and ammonia in the fluid. The find- 
ings depend on the age of the blister. 

Prognosis: The prognosis must be 
guarded. It-is favorable as to life in 
Pemphigus Vulgaris. The disease is apt 
to become chronic. Relapses may occur. 
If the disease changes to the foliaceous 
form the outlook becomes grave. Com- 
plication of bronchitis, phthisis, etc., mar 
the prognosis. In Pemphigus Foliaceus 
or Pemphigus Vegetans the chances are 
decidedly against recovery though some 
cases do get well. 

Treatment: General. 
seem especially indicated. These are ar- 
senic and quinine. They are best given 
in combination ; in addition, iron, strych- 
nine, etc., morrhuol or any therapeutic 
measure which will sustain the vital 
powers and build up the general system. 

Local: All blebs should be pricked 
and the contents pressed out, care being 
taken to retain their coverings intact. 
Oily applications are indicated; two per 
cent carbolized oil being recommended. 
Dusting with dry powders such as starch, 
talcum, zine oxide, etc., has proven bene- 
ficial in some cases. 


roof is 


Two drugs 


Report of Case: Mrs. R. was deliv- 
ered, by me, of a baby boy on April 8, 
No ven- 


1902. Both parents healthy. 


ereal history. Delivery was normal. On 
the fifth day one or two blebs appeared 
under the arms of the infant. They 
spread rapidly and ruptured, leaving a 


, Blebs 


arms, 


raw, weeping surface. soon 


forehead, abdomen, 


showed on 


chest, scalp and face, in fact on the 
entire body except the palms of the 
hands and the soles of the feet. 

My first thought was of congenital 
syphilis, but the family history, location 
of lesions, or rather the absence of bul- 
lze on palms and soles, and the well nour- 
ished condition of the infant, excluded 


syphilis. A diagnosis of Pemphigus 
made. Dr. Sylvan 


Sykes, Dermatologist to the Northeastern 


Neonatorum was 
Dispensary, was asked to see the case 
with me and confirmed my diagnosis. 

The child was immediately placed on 
granules of quinine arsenate gr. 1-67, 
and acid arsenious gr, 1-268 (A. A. Co.), 
t.i.d. All blebs were pricked and their 
contents pressed out. The entire body 
was covered with powdered starch. Suc- 
cessive crops of bullae made their appear- 
ance and treated in the 
The general condition of the 


were manner 
stated. 
child improved wonderfully under the 
administration of the quinine and arsenic 
granules, till on July 3, 1902, when the 
mother and baby called at my office, all 
traces of the eruption had disappeared, 
leaving the skin as clean as it was at the 
time of birth. Saw child again on Au- 
gust I, 1902, nearly four months after 
instituting treatment. There had been 
no return of the disease. Discharged 
the case as cured. 

I regard this case as typical of Pem- 


phigus Vulgaris in an infant. The erup- 
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Quassin agrees with many stomachs that 
could not tolerate tincture of quassia or any 
of the ather bitter tonics, 


Quassin, phosphoric acid and_glycyrrhizin 
flavor the water advised by the French Acad- 
emy for school beverage. 
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tion ran a well marked course through 
the stages from a clear vesicle on a non- 
inflamed base to a dry scab which left 
no cicatrix upon removal. The disease 
yielded readily to treatment by the gran- 
ule method, combined ,with the local 
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measures employed; and while I cannot 
promise that the disease will not return, 
I think it has been thoroughly eradicated 


from the system. 


Baltimore, Md. 


ME ME 


THE ACTIVE PRINCIPLES. 
By J. W. Carey, M. D. 


Read before the Northern Texas Medical Association, 1902. 


R. PRESIDENT and Gentlemen 
of the Association:—As chair- 
man of this section it becomes 
my duty to make you something 

of a formal report, and as there has been 
nothing of a startling nature discovered 
in medicine since our last meeting, I 
will undertake to tell you about “some 
things I have learned during the past 
year.” 

First, I shall tell you that I have 
found the alkaloids or active principles 
a great deal more convenient, active and 
reliable, than the fluid or solid extracts, 
powders or pastes, as they come to us to- 
day from the manufacturing chemist, 
without knowing just what per cent of 
active principle they contain, or how 
much refuse or inert substance we are 
compelled to give in order to get the 
active ingredient. And as some of them 
have more than one of these active prin- 
ciples, we cannot tell which will predomi- 
nate; as for instance jaborandi, which 
contains pilocarpine and jaborine, the 
first of which excites the secretions, while 
the second has just the opposite effect, 
that of drying up the secretions. Why 
give from a half to a teaspoonful of the 
fl. ext. or a teaspoonful to a tablespoon- 
ful of the infusion or tincture of a very 
nauseous and bad tasting drug, of an 
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Quinine hvdroferrocyanide gr. 1-67 forms a 
very nice and useful mild tonic for convales- 
cents and children. 


uncertain strength, when you can give 
the alkaloid or active principle of that 
drug, either in solution, pill, powder, 
capsule or hypodermically, if it is neces- 
sary? And at the same time you know 
to a definite certainty just what you are 
giving and what to expect from it. Take, 
for instance, digitalin, aconitine, colchi- 
cine, emetin, hyoscyamine, veratrine, cac- 
tin, gelsemine, strychnine, atropine, mor- 
phine, codeine, ergotin, and many others 
that could be mentioned, but only a few 
of which are being used in a general 
way by the most of us. I do not here 
refer to anybody’s special product, as 
there are many perfectly reliable manu- 
facturers. I myself use Abbott’s. If the 


manufacturing chemists would assay and 
standardize all their products and tell us 
on the container just what they contain 
as a predominating active ingredient, we 
would then have more light on what to 


expect when we prescribe a dose of 
them. This is partially done by some of 
them, but only by a few, and they all 
differ in their strength, hence when we 
prescribe five drops of fluid extract of 
digitalis, aconite or belladonna, we do not 
know if the druggist will use Brown’s, 
Smith’s or Jones’s, preparation; and as 
they all differ in strength we do not 
know what dose we are giving. On the 
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Resorcin combines the properties of an as- 
tringent, an antiseptic, an antipyretic and an 
antirheumatic—great combination. 
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other hand if we prescribe digitalin, 
aconitine or atropine, it makes no differ- 
ence whose product they use, as they 
are all of uniform strength; and if our 
diagnosis has: been carefully made we 
have good reason to expect definite re- 
sults; besides the remedy is so much 
more sightly, convenient. and palatable. 

Next, I will tell you that my experi- 
ence has led me to believe that peroxide 
of hydrogen injected full strength into 
a hydrocele sac, is a very reliable if not a 
certain cure, for this very frequent and 
troublesome affection. It has at least 
proven so in my hands, and that after 
repeated failures with all other than the 
more formidable operative measures. I 
first draw off every drop of fluid that I 
can, and then inject from one to four 
ounces of the peroxide, according to the 
size of the sac, shake it vigorously to 
thoroughly distribute it, have my pa- 
tient go to bed for a day or two, and the 
I have not yet had a 
failure, and I have treated during the 
past two years quite a number of cases, 
and some of them of long standing, 
where the sac was very large and thick. 
There is no after-effect. The inflamma- 
tion necessary to cause adhesions of the 
sac is of a very mild and painless grade. 

Since writing the above a man aged 
55 came to me with a double hydrocele 
of several years’ standing, the left side 
containing about 16 ounces of fluid. The 
sac was large and very thick. I drew 
off the fluid from the left side and in- 
jected it, and two weeks later treated the 
right side the same way, and the results 
were all that I could ask. 

I have also had some very satisfactory 
experience in the use of ichthyol in the 
treatment of erysipelas. In a series of 
six cases, used locally, in a 25 to 50 per 
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cent solution or ointment, the results 
were all that I could ask. Usually in 
from three to five days the fever has sub- 
sided and the local inflammatory process 
is well under control. I have never used 
it internally although it is highly recom- 
mended as an internal therapeutic agent. 
I do not use either iodine or lunar caus- 
tic to encircle the affected area, as is 
recommended by some, who laud the 
ichthyol treatment. I have not found it 
necessary, the ichthyol applied 
seeming to exert a specific action on the 
inflammation. I have also found it 
very efficacious as a local application in 
the treatment of every variety of infect- 
ed wounds, as well as many forms of 
skin eruptions, especially eczema, either 
dry or scaly. 

My experience with creosote in the 
treatment of pneumonia during the past 
winter and spring has been very satisfac- 
tory. I have treated eighteen 
cases, four in one family, and some of 
them were what I would call grave 
cases ; and every one of them went along 
to a rapid recovery. With a few ex- 
ceptions I have not experienced the re- 
markable quick reduction of temperature 
noted by Dr. Vanzandt, of Fort Worth, 
but my results were obtained after ad- 
ministering the remedy from three to 
five days, when the temperature would: 
fall, the lung would begin to clear up, 
and by the proverbial ninth day my 
patients would be well on their way to 
convalescence. I also used aconitine and 
strychnine pretty freely, during the en- 
tire course of the fever, and the latter 
during convalescence. I used the syrup 
of tolu as a vehicle for the administra- 
tion of either the beechwood cresote or 
the “Creosotal,” or carbonate of creosote, 
and it makes a fairly palatable mixture 


locally 


some 
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Resorcin has proved effective as a remedy 
for tuberculous diarrhea, in which opiates are 
apt to cause aggravation. 


Resorcin has been observed to. benefit 
measles and septicemia, as any intestinal an- 
tiseptic would probably do. 
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with either, but more so I think with 
the Creosotal. I have not found any- 
thing so good as the syrup of tolu to 
give it in. 

Thialion is the next and last therapeu- 
tic agent I desire to speak about. If 
you ask me what this agent is, I must 
say, I don’t know. It is said to be a 
laxative salt of lithia, that is, lithia com- 
bined with an alkaline laxative. I be- 
lieve it to be one of the best solvents of 
uric acid that is obtainable today. I 
prescribe it in teaspoonful dis- 
solved in a glass of hot water, half or an 
hour before each meal, for three or four 
days ; then only once or twice daily, suf- 
ficient to keep the bowels and kidneys 
acting freely. I use it in all forms of 
autoinfection, where there is faulty elim- 
ination by the bowels and kidneys, and 
hence a retention in the system of the 
products of metabolism. It increases the 
assimilation of nitrogenous material and 
favors the transformation of uric acid 


doses, 
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into a more soluble compound that can 
be carried off by the kidneys. And by 
its laxative properties it carries off the 
waste material or detritus from the ali- 
mentary canal, and thereby prevents fur- 
ther absorption. I believe that a large 
portion of our poorly defined ailments 
are due to the absorption of ptomaines 
from the intestinal canal, with faulty 
elimination of the bowels, kidneys and 
skin, producing a condition of uric acid 
poisoning. 

In chronic malarial poisoning I have 
had good and lasting results from this 
remedy. Even after months of trial with 
all the other well-known remedies. The 
success I have had with this remedy in 
the treatment of such affections, and of- 
ten when I was at a loss to know how 
to diagnose the case, or what remedy to 
exhibit, emboldens me to speak of it 
here. 

Whitesboro, Texas. 
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TREATMENT OF TYPHOID FEVER. 
By E. J. Raymond, M. D. 


URING the past two years I 
have treated, in round numbers, 
one hundred ahd fifty cases of 
this commonest of common dis- 
eases. Though I have treated hardly any 
two of these cases exactly alike, a gen- 
eral plan of treatment has been closely fol- 
lowed. It is this general plan that I 
wish particularly to speak of. In ap- 
proximately 40 per cent of these cases 


1) 


the disease has run less than the classical 
three weeks; in about 10 per cent it has 
run over three weeks. There were two 
deaths—one from perforation and one 


from exhaustion due to toxemia, in the 


second week. In practically all of the 
cases the disease has been very much 
modified by treatment. I say modified, 
because when the plan of treatment was 
dropped from some cause the severity 
of the disease perceptibly increased, only 
to resume its former mild phase on re- 
establishing the proper treatment. 

The general plan to which I wish es- 
pecially to call attention is the more or 
less complete disinfection of the alimen- 
tary tract. To accomplish this object I 
have used guaiacol carbonate, salol, and 
latterly sulphocarbolates. For the past 
two years I have relied on sulpho- 
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Resorcin has been applied to the pharynx 
in whooping-cough with decided benefit. So 
has quinine solution or mixture. 


The dose of resorcin is gr. 1-6 every hour 
or oftener until the condition for which it is 
given is relieved. 
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carbolates, occasionally combining salol 
with them, to some advantage, I believe. 
Fither of the two first-named drugs 
alone does good, but not nearly so con- 
stantly as the sulphocarbolates. 

It is interesting to note the attitude of 
the skeptics and non-believers in intes- 
tinal antisepsis. The burden of their 
arguments against this mode of proce- 
dure seems to be that it is impossible to 
sterilize the intestinal tract. I have never 
heard of a believer in intestinal antisep- 
sis who claimed that this could be done. 
All that is hoped for or expected by the 
most sanguine, as I understand the sub- 
ject, is that a more or less complete limi- 
tation of the growth of germs in the in- 
testinal tract be attained. It is evident 
to any observer that such symptoms as 
high fever, offensive odor, headache, de- 
lirium, and the other evidences of tox- 
emia, are not necessarily dependent on 
the particular kind of disease with which 
the patient is afflicted, but are common 
to all forms of toxémia. If the observer 
is a user of intestinal antisepsis he will 
confirm his observations by noting that 
when he has disinfected the intestinal 
tract these symptoms disappear. 

Open your campaign on a typhoid pa- 
tient by cleaning out the bowels, and 
then fight it out on that line till he is 
well. Use a little strychnine through- 
out the attack. It’s good for the pa- 
tient and you will very rarely have to re- 
sort to alcoholics. Use aconitine, vera- 
trine, digitalin, lobelin and _ baptisin, 
when you need them. Nitroglycerin 
will have its uses in occasional cases if 
you know how to use it. 

When ulceration occurs use turpen- 
tine. If perforation develops or it looks 
as if it might, stop all food, use hypo- 
derms of morphine and strychnine, or 
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The full benefit derivable from resorcin has 


been obtained when the stools have lost all 
unpleasant odor. 
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codeine, hyoscyamine and strychnine to 
keep down peristalsis; feed by the rec- 
tum and empty the bowels by the same 
route, and watch toxemia develop; and 
then when your patient is-over the dan- 
ger of perforation institute intestinal an- 
tisepsis again, and watch the symptoms 
of toxemia disappear. 

For food—as little as- you can get 
The diets I have used run 
over a very wide range; meat juices, 


broths, milk in its various forms, eggs, 


along with. 


ice cream, toast, fruit juices, various 
kinds of puddings, rice, grated raw beef, 
etc., though I can hardly say that I have 
ever seen any kind of food do any harm. 
However, always use as little as you can 
get along with. ; 

With the intelligent use of intestinai 
antisepsis you will rarely need any kind 
of bath except for cleanliness. Cleanse 
the mouth and teeth frequently throfigh- 
out the attack, and give plenty of thor- 
oughly boiled water at all times, unless 
perforation threatens. Use enemas »f 
salt solution as often can find 
excuse for it, and your patient will be 
benefited by it. 


as you 


Keep the bed clean and 
cool, and the room dark and cool, and 
quiet ; and have somebody to look after 
these things so that the patient doesn’t 
have anything to bother his head about, 
and you will have very little trouble with 
typhoid fever. 

Windsor, Colo. 

The School of Tropical Science, of 
Liverpool, England, which is waging a 
vigorous war against malaria, has de- 
cided to send out a number of fresh ex- 
peditions to the Gold Coast, Egypt, the 
Congo and the United States. 
Ronald Ross will conduct the American 
party. 
ee @ 
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Rhein is a concentration Of the valuable 
constituents of rhubarb in the smallest bulk 
as yet obtainable from the chemist. 





TYPHOID FEVER. 
By H. P. Saunders, M. D. 


N reporting this case, | wish to 

mention a few points which to 

me seem different from what I 

have usually seen in typhoid 
fever. 

I first saw J. D. G. on Dec. 5th, 1901. 
His condition at that time was as fol- 
lows: Lying on a couch, close to a red- 
hot stove, with his usual clothing on, 
complaining of being cold, couldn’t get 
warm, temperature 104, pulse about Ioo. 

History: Had been laying tile on a 
building away from home some thirty 
miles, worked in rainy weather, became 
sick, called doctor, I think, went to work 
again, and continued in this way for a 
week, gave up and came home, after 
which time I saw him. 

I’ gave him defervescents, laxatives 
and antiseptics. His fever gradually les- 
sened till it came down to 100 or Io1 de- 
grees, when on the 12th he had suppres- 
sion of urine. Continued his former 
treatment, with the addition of arbutin 
two granules every half hour until the 
secretion became more free, then at long 
intervals till normal amount, which was 
about two days. 

His 


same, 


about the 
ith, at my 
morning visit I found him as follows: 


continued 
until on the 


condition 


Countenance anxious, pulse more feeble 
and intermittent. On inquiry, nurse re- 
plied with doleful accent, “getting worse 
all the while.” I called for the bed-pan, 
it contained a mass of blood-clots as large 
as my hand nearly, with fluid blood. I 
inquired when that came. Answer: In 
the latter part of the night. I inquired 
if that was all. He could not tell, but 
said he had noticed a different smell be- 


fore, but did not know what made it. 
I will say that for some days before this 
the odor had disappeared from the evac- 
uations. 

The case looked quite discouraging, 
but I had learned a great many years ago 
that a case of typhoid fever was not 
to be given up till the patient stopped 
breathing; and not then even, because 
they may commence to breathe again. 

I promptly weighed 20 grains of rhu- 
barb and gave it to him, then followed 
with 10 grains every two hours, till 
there was a thorough movement of the 
bowels, after which there was no more 
blood passed. 
nine and Cactina, after which he had no 
farther trouble with his pulse. 

On the 19th they had a trained nurse 
for him. At this time the morning tem- 
perature was 100, evening 103. 20th, 
morning temperature 99.6, and at 9 a. 
m. it rose to 103.4, and at 3 p. m. it went 
to 104 degrees. At 9 p. m. it was 104. 

On the 23d at 6 p. m, it reached 104. 
after which time it gradually lessened 
until on the 26th it was 103.8, when in- 
flammation of the crural vein was no- 
There was much soreness in the 
groin and. almost a bone-like feeling of 
the vein along the thigh, and great sore- 
ness in the calf of the leg. I elevated 
the limb, used hot stupes on the whole of 
the limb for six hours, then bathed it 
with a mixture of tinct. opium and olive 


I gave him ars. strych- 


ticed. 


oil for six hours, and so continued in 
The limb was better in two 
days and continued to improve so that 
the 31st his temperature was 98. 

From this time on his temperature 
varied from the normal to 100 and 101, 


alternation. 
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Rhein is an efficient tonic-astringent in 
small doses. Large ones purge by increasing 
peristalsis, astringency following. 


Rhein in small doses is indicated in mucous 
intestinal discharges, replacing morbid dis 


charges by healthy ‘ones. 
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till the 9th of January, when he seemed 
to have recovered except his bodily 
weakness. He took nourishment well 
through his sickness, milk mainly, with 
beef extract, and towards the last some 
eggs were added. From the last of De- 
cember on, he had a good appetite, ate 
what was given him and wanted more. 
[ saw him the last time on the 17th of 
January. 

The point of interest to me is the 
length of time that the fever lasted, yet 
at no time was he out of his right mind, 
there was no coat of consequence on his 
tongue, there were no sordes on his teeth 
or next to none, and only at the time of 
the hemorrhage did he appear very sick. 
And yet I never had a case of fever last 
over four weeks before this one, and 
never but a few cases to last over three 
weeks. I have had cases up and around 
inside of two weeks. 

But the point to which I wish to direct 
attention, is the treatment for hemor- 
rhage. For more than thirty years I 
have always given a rhubarb cathartic, 
and procured a good movement of the 
bowels as soon as possible, and I never 
yet knew it to fail to arrest the hemor- 
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rhage at once. I know this is not ortho- 
dox and will bring a pelting of hard 
things; but never mind, I am an oJd and 
tough subject, and can stand it neverthe- 
less, because I know whereof I speak. 

I could give you an interesting experi- 
ence as to this treatment if it were not 
for time and space required to give it. 
In the Medical Brief, 1889, April num- 
ber, at page 171, you will find an arti- 
cle written by myself, giving an account 
of my first case treated by rhubarb for 
hemorrhage, which was in 1858 in No- 
vember. At page 230, Brief, same year, 
you will find a comment on the treat- 
ment. On page 386, you will find more 
concerning rhubarb in typhoid fever, 
which simply corroborates what I had 
said. In reporting this case, I have tried 
to occupy as little space as possible, and 
give an idea of the case, and so have left 
out most of the details, and yet give a 
fair idea of the case. The point I wish 
to emphasize is, the specific, action of 
rhubarb in arresting hemorrhage from 
the bowels. I also made free use of 
Nuclein in the latter treatment. 


Alfred, N. Y. 
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APIS MEL. 
By W. J. King, M. D. 


NOTICE in the April Crinic 
that Dr. Macomber raises again 
the question regarding the 

venom of the honey-bee and 
induced immunity thereto, as well as 
its effects in rheumatic conditions. 

As to rheumatism, I have been offer- 
ing to treat any case absolutely without 
charge who would take a thorough 
course, just “for the good of the order,” 


- 


_ In diarrhea from worms or other irritants 
in the bowels, rhein clears away the offending 
matter and then astringes., 


and so far I have not found any one 
sufficiently anxious to be relieved to try. 
Possibly it is because they can get treat- 
ment on credit and the medicine don’t 
“taste” quite so sharp. But I have never 
known a keeper of bees to be subject 


to rheumatism during the active season 


' of the little insect, though that is not 


proof positive, for atl such troubles are 


less troublesome during the warmer part 
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In gastric catarrh rhein exerts a most salu- 


tary influence on the walls of the stomacn, 
and reduces dilatation, 
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of the year. I have a brother who suf- 
fers during the winter from rheumatism 
and is entirely free during the summer 
when working in his apiary. 

As to immunity I can speak with more 
certainty, for I have been accustomed to 
handle bees since a child, and while only 
keeping from two to five colonies I can 
assure you that repeated doses do ac- 
tually confer a certain degree of im- 
munity. When I was small, if I got one 
sting about the face I would be dis- 
figured almost beyond recognition, while 
now I often get them by the dozen, and 
it is very rare that the swelling is notice- 
able. The soreness amounts to nothing, 
though I can’t say that the pain on the 
moment of “insertion” is less than the 
first time I ever felt it. I have only 
learned to “smile and bear it” and it is 
only momentary. 

I cannot say how long this immunity 
holds, but I believe it is not permanent, 
for I notice in my own case and others 
that the first few stings of the season 
seem to produce a little more swelling 
than those following. I have known a 
few persons who rather than becoming 
immune, get the opposite result, till they 
dare not approach the “critters” on ac- 
count of the intense swelling and sore- 
ness produced by even a single sting. 

I report a case of a different nature 
but sufficiently similar: 

May 5, 7 p. m., I was called to Mrs. 
J., young, white, six months pregnant, 
who had been bitten an hour before on 
the dorsal aspect of the third finger of 
right hand by a copperhead snake. The 
husband had bound the arm, and drawn 
out as much venom as possible by suc- 
tion of his mouth (a measure that is very 
efficient and safe, provided you have a 
thoroughly sound mouth). I found the 
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patient complaining of intense pain in 
the hand and arm, also in the sternal 
region, as well as general cramping sen- 
sations. My first measure was a free 
incision at the point of the bite, immers- 


I then gave 


ing the hand in kerosene. 


a hypodermic of strychnine nitrate gr. 
1-50, and glonoin gr. 1-100, as the cir- 
respiration seemed con- 
Lessening of the 


culation and 
siderably embarrassed. 
pain and a steadying of the heart action 
In half 
an hour I gave by the mouth strychnine 
arsenate gr. 1-30 and glonoin gr. 1-250. 
Improvement continuing, I made a solu- 
tion of strychnine arsenate gr. 1-30 four 
granules; glonoin gr. 1-250 twelve gran- 
ules; and Intestinal Antiseptic (W-A) 
twelve tablets ; in twelve teaspoonfuls of 
water, to be given a teaspoonful every 
two hours, and directed that the bowels 
be kept open with Epsom salts. I a'so 
left three granules and morphine sul- 
phate in case pain became too great. On 
the evening of the 6th, pain, swelling 
and discoloration lessened, but she had 
been annoyed considerably by vomiting 
(which, by the way, had been quite a 
factor in her case before the bite), and 
had taken one granule of morphine which 
gave almost entire relief. I gave the 
same treatment as before, leaving gran- 
ules and tablets undissolved as she com- 
plained of the taste. Recovery uninter- 
rupted. I count the case another score 
for the little giants, the alkaloids. 


Caulksville, Ark. 


were observable in ten minutes. 
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Which all goes to show that it is un- 
safe to deduce general rules from the 
experiences of a single case.—Eb. 
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In small doses rhein stimulates the secre- 
tion of healthy or normal intestinal juices 
and replaces abnormal ones, 


Whenever the stools are unhealthy or offen- 
sive. especially in children, rhein saves many 
a case of enteritis or cholera. 





HELENIN. 
By W. F. Waugh, M. D., and W. C. Abbott, M. D. 


LANT-CAMPHOR, (Helenin), 
is a yellow hard mass, obtained 
by steam distillation from the 
root of Inula Helenium. Re- 

cent investigations prove this substance 
to be a mixture of a fluid and a crystal- 
lizable substance, which can be separated 
by pressing between blotting paper. The 
fluid is yellow oil, boiling at 392 degrees, 
of aromatic taste and peppermint odor. 
This is Alantol, C,, HI,O. The crystal- 
line part, anhydrous alantic acid, C,, 
H,, O, is obtained by repeated recrys- 
tallization from alcohol, in the form of 
colorless acicular crystals, 
150.8 F., boiling at 527 F. 
sublime at very light application of heat, 
are little soluble in water, but easily in 
alcohol and ether. By solution in an al- 
kali, and the reduction of the ensuing 
salt, alantic acid, C,, H,, O,, is ob- 
tained. 

Helenin is the name given also to a 
stearopten of the composition of C, H, 
O, obtained as a by-product with alantol 
by mixing water with the alcoholic ex- 
tract of the root, and repeated recrystalli- 
zation of the precipitate. This forms in 
large, colorless, loose, bulky needles, 
melting at 231.2 F., almost insoluble in 
water easily so in alcohol, ether and oils. 
It is not volatile unless decomposed. It 
does not form salts with acids or alkalies 
but is decomposed hy them. 

In doses of 0.01I—0.05 many times 
daily, by adults in health, helenin pro- 
duces no notable effect. One part suffices 
to prevent putrid decomposition in 10,- 
000 parts of urine (Korab). The local 
application if too long continued causes 
erythema. 


melting at 
The needles 


This agent acts especially on the mu- 
cosa, especially of the respiratory organs, 
It re- 
news the functional activity of these or- 
gans and gives new energy to the tissues, 
as shown by improved secretions. Hav- 
ing entered the fluids it favors vegetative 
metamorphosis, liquefying and dissipat- 
ing exudates—a quality that explains the 
curative action in specific dyscrasias. 
(Von Renterghem). 


the lymphatics and the glands. 


It acts as a pleas- 
ant stimulant to the digestive organs, the 
circulation and the principal secretions. 
Larger doses cause nausea and vomit- 
ing. It is then a tonic aromatic with ex- 
pectorant, diuretic and diaphoretic prop- 
erties. This remedy may be utilized in 
atonic dyspepsia, general debility, torpid 
dysmenorrhea, pulmonary and bronchial 
catarrhs, exanthematic fevers with re- 
tarded eruptions, and even in the depres- 
following the introduction of a 
poison or venom (Gubler). 


Huesemann speaks of its local use for 


sion 


pruritus. 

Knakstedr pronounced it very effica- 
cious against eczema and other skin af- 
fections, especially the itch; applied lo 
cally and taken internally. 

Valenzuela, Korab, Blocq and others 
publish accounts little short of miraculous 
of the effects of helenin on respiratory 
maladies and in dressing wounds as an 
anti-*: tic. In tuberculous and other forms 
of pulmonary phthisis, chronic broncho- 
pneumonia and whooping-cough, it gave 
good results. One chronic broncho-pneu- 
monic, aged 46, had for eight months re- 
sisted all treatment. He was given hel- 
enin, gtt, v—x daily and was cured in fif- 


teen days. A consum}'tive, aged 36, with 
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In the nervous irritability and crossness of 
children rhein relieves promptly and saves 
many a child a licking, 


Convulsive twitchings with irritability in 
children generally mean autotoxemia and call 
for rhein gr. 1-6 hourly. 
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tuberculous foci in both lungs, hemopty- 
sis, etc., took helenin 0.01 ten times a day, 
for two weeks; with rapid improvement 
and both lungs became permeable. In all 
cases improvement resulted, in chronic 
bronchitis the cure nearly always proved 
complete. 

In whooping-cough the efficacy of hel- 
enin is termed marvelous, every case re- 
sulting in a cure surprisingly rapid. The 
drug was given internally, and simul- 
taneous inhalations of helenin gave no 
advantage. The cough always remitted, 
as well as the dyspnea and thoracic pains, 
all ceasing completely, without the least 
sign of narcotism. The sputa lessened 
and became gelatinous, an effect so spe- 
cial that it could not fail to attract at- 
tention. 

On the digestive tract helenin exerts 
a very marked tenic action increasing ap- 
petite and aiding digestion, even in phth- 
isics with unconquerable anorexia. 

Commenting on their glowing ac- 
counts, Von Renterghem describes the 
case of a lady with chronic laryngitis and 
acute exacerbations. She improved un- 
der other treatment, but the hoarseness 
persisted, with incessant cough. Helenin 
0.01 every hour. By the second day she 
had improved and a cure resulted within 
two weeks. In another case, spasmodic 
asthma, chloro-anemia and bronchitis with 
evening fever, cough, debility, green, 
purulent sputa and anorexia; helenin was 
given, 0.01 every hour, with strychnine 
0.0005, quassin, 0.001, sodium arsenate 
0.001, four granules each before meals; 
and daturine a granule every half-hour 
till effect, to cut asthmatic attack. 
The treatment was crowned with success, 
all symptoms disappearing within’three 

Helenin is a remedy with a fu- 
Its special action on the respira- 


the 


weeks. 
ture. 


@ee@e @ 


Constipation with sense of constriction in ab- 
domen and contracted abdominal muscles, call 
for rhein in old or young. 
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tory mucosa indicates its elimination by 
the lungs. The inefficiency of inhalation 
of helenin indicates that like arbutin, it 
is transformed in the body. Though not 
a specific for all pulmonary maladies, 
helenin is still a very valuable acquisi- 
tion, in all forms of chrenic bronchitis, 
simple or diathetic; in chronic lobular 


whooping-cough. 


z 


and in 


pneumonia ; 
This list may be extended by further es- 


says of the remedy. 

Merck says alantol is an internal anti- 
septic and anticatarrhal used in pulmo- 
nary tuberculosis instead of turpentine. 
Dose 0.01, t. i. d. 


Ravenswood, Chicago. 
we 


A receiver has been appointed for the 
Dr. A. P. Sawyer Medicine Company, 
of Chicago. 

we oe 


More than 150 physicians were in at- 
tendance upon the twelfth annual meet- 
ing of the American Therapeutic Asso- 
ciation which met in Chicago recently. 
Many interesting papers were presented. 


we oy ye 
An unusual organization was recently 
“ The 
International Academy of the Social and 
Natural Sciences.”” The headquarters of 
the new school will be in Denver. It 


incorporated in Colorado, called 


will teach all advanced subjects, such 
as suggestive therapeutics, suggestion, 
anatomy, hygiene and all branches of 
the so-called new thought movement. 
It will institute an order of the “Knights 
of the Holy Shrine,” the object of which 
shall be to protect women from insult, 
cultivate right relations between the 
sexes,” etc. 
ee ¢ 


The earliest stages of summer diarrhea are 
usually amenable td rhein if the diet and 
regime are not too crazy. 
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Translated by E. M. Epstein, M. D. 


A REMARKABLE CASE OF INTERMENINGEAL HEMORRHAGE. 


A boy jumped from the fourth story 
to the street below, and in doing so 
knocked down two boys who were pass- 
The falling boy escaped with a 
simple fracture of the left arm and fore- 


ing, 


arm, and the second with a simple frac- 
ture of the right arm. 

The third boy, A. R., eight years old, 
the physician, Dr. Hein, of the Vienna 
Volunteer Rescue Society, found in the 
mother’s house, lying half undressed on 
a bed. He is a strongly built boy for 
his age. Excepting a tumor the size of a 
small apple on the right parietal bone 
the doctor could find no other external 
injury. The pulse very hard, and about 
100. The right pupil is somewhat larger 
than the left. The doctor asks him what 
happened, and the boy seems to under- 
stand the question ; would like to answer 
but his lips only move, he can produce 
no sound. Suddenly both eyes move to 
the right, the left eyelids begin to twitch, 
the left facial muscles twitch, and simul- 
taneously there are twitchings in the left 
arm and leg. The attack lasts about two 
minutes, during which the right of the 


body remains perfectly quiet. The pulse 
had at the same time risen’ to 120, and is 
very hard. When both eyes became again 
set alike in the middle, the right pup?! 
is dilated, consciousness entirely abol- 
ished, and the whole left side of the body 
seems to be paretic. 

The doctor orders the application of 
ice on the head and turns to attend to 
the other two injured boys. After about 
ten minutes A. R. has another attack ; the 
left side of the body twitches now strong- 
er than before, and this time there are 
twitchings on the right side too. The 
eyes remain set in the middle and the at- 
tack lasts three minutes. The patient is 
now brought carefully into an ambulance 
to be conveyed to the St. Joseph’s Hospi- 
tal for Children. During the ride the 
boy has both eyes firmly closed, the face 
becomes reddened, and is hot to the feel, 
in which condition he is brought to the 
hospital. 

The doctor’s diagnosis, in view of the 
bloody tumor on the right parietal bone, 
is right-sided intermeningeal hemor- 
thage, resulting in Jacksonian epilepsy, 
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and further on in left-sided paresis. But 
the hemorrhage seems to enlarge after 
avvhile, the pressure becomes stronger, so 
that it goes on to general convulsions. 

the hospital Dr. H. 
learns that the patient remains uncon- 
scious until the middle of the next day 
then consciousness is recovered, and the 


On inquiry at 


right pupil is somewhat enlarged. The 
next day again this symptom too van- 
ishes. After a few weeks the patient is 
discharged cured.—(Wien. Med. Woch- 


ens. No. I, 1902, p. 22). 
ww 
EPARSALGY (LIFTING PAIN). 





with such cases, of 


We often 


which the 


meet 
following is an instructive 
one: 

Dr. Hugo Fasal on summons to see a 
case of sudden-illness in a tavern, found 
the bartender of the place in an almost 
maniacal condition, rolling on the floor, 
shouting and roaring and beating about 
him, calling for a knife to stab himself. 
From the tavern-keeper the doctor 
learned that three hours before this the 
man lifted a bucket barrel, and imme 
diately felt a piercing pain in chest and 
He laid down, and coughed up 
blood. Since a little while the pains had 


abdomen. 


became so violent that the proprietor de- 
sired the intervention of Dr. F., to have 
the patient conveyed to some hospital. 
The examination showed a strongly- 
built man of about 24 years of age, very 
muscular ; a somewhat accelerated pulse, 
full and of good tension, and no objec- 
tive injury to be seen. There were no 
points to make anyone think of internal 
hemorrhage (the pulse being so strong), 
external hernia, or rupture of muscles, of 


which I thought first. Under treatment 
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with morphine in the hospital the patient 


gradually quieted down, fell asleep, 
awoke the next day without any com- 
plaint and was discharged. 

It must be assumed, that at heavy work 
there is an abnormal extension and tug 
ging of the muscular bundles, which 
causes excessive pains without there be 
anatomical 


agamst which assumption there is the 


ing any coarse changes ; 
rapid restitutio ad integrum. 

If the statement of that hemoptysis is 
true (the expectorated blood was not 
seen), then the case would be one oi 


When 


action in 


Eparsalgy. great powers are 
called lifting 


weights, there is a demand for immobil 


into heavy 
izing the chest, which is followed by a 
Then in or 
der to keep back the air in the lungs as 


stoppage of the respiration. 


long as possible and so use the chest as a 
good fulcrum for the arms, the laborer 
The lungs then be- 
come over-distended by the pressure of 
the diaphragm upwards, and in the mo- 
ment of overcoming the resistance they 
can suffer tearing injury in their tissue 
and a consequent hemorrhage. This then 


closes the glottis. 


would explain the simple hemorrhage in 
this case. 
a capillary rupture in the lungs from an 
intrathoracic increase of pressure, in a 


It is hardly possible to assume 


strong young man in whom there was 
no reason to suspect any vascular affec- 
tion.—(Jbid. p. 23.) 
Me Me Mg 
IRON IN BLOOD FORMATION, 


The following are the results of the 
fine experiments on animals by Dr. A. 
Holman, reported in Virchow’s Archiv. 
Bd. 160, 2. In every case when iron was 
administered to the animals, it could be 
demonstrated in the bone-marrow by the 


eee eee @e 


For flatulence heartburn and waterbrash, 
let the patient use a granule of rhein as a 
lozenge every hour while awake, 


Rhus tox is said to depend on a volatile 
acid, and on a bacillus, for its therapeutic ef- 
fect. It is always elusive. 


Foreign Gleanings 


circulation. After a considerably large 
loss of blood the equalization takes place 
in from nine to thirty days. It is evi- 
dent that such an enormous formation of 
new cells must make those organs hyper- 
plastic, which are supposed to be con- 
cerned in the formation of blood. but 
neither the spleen nor the lymphatic 
glands showed any alteration, but the 
bone-marrow on the contrary showed 
such an enormous proliferation of cells 
that there could be no longer any doubt 
about its function as a blood-regenerator. 
By the administration of iron there 
comes to be a quicker and richer appear- 
ance of ripe blood-cells in the circula- 
tion of the bone-marrow. But the medi- 
cinal iron does, however, not enter into 
the hemoglobin molecule. 
an irritation only, which conditions the 
sooner and more rapid entrance of the 
blood-corpuscles into the circulation. Dr. 
H. showed also that it is indifferent what 
preparation of iron is used, provided it 
contained a sufficient quantity of iron. 
From the fact that iron helps in chloro- 
sis we must infer that there is a hypo- 
plasia, a morbid weakness of the bone- 
marrow in that disease. [This would 
seem to be a valuable hint for massage 
and osteopathy in chlorosis, to treat the 
more superficial long bones of the ex- 
tremities—Dr, E.] That hypoplasia can 
become extended to the genital apparatus 
also.— (Ibid. p. 42.) 


Me 


MARRIAGE IN CARDIAC 
‘AFFECTIONS. 


It exercises 


The woman’s calling is marriage. It 
will always remain so, no matter how 
many more women will study medicine 
in the future. On the contrary, the more 
sufficiently women will be educated in 


ewe @ 


Abortion: The prime causes are sexual 
excess, uterine displacements and_ syphilis. 
Malthusianism in some places leads,—Parvin. 


959 


the natural sciences, so much sooner will 
they recognize that the division of the 
callings of the two sexes as it now ex- 
ists has just developed from the differ- 
ence of the “stronger ones,” and as these 
differences of organization will always 
remain, so will the difference of their 
callings also always remain as they are 
now. 

A woman with a cardiac affection is 
not unquestionably unfitted for the ex- 
ercise of the marriage calling. The ques- 
tion in such cases often proposed to the 
physician, and by no means always easy 
to answer, has essentially to do with the 
consideration of the two forms of ex- 
cessive cardiac activity, viz., in the sexual 
act and in pregnancy, that may result 
from marriage, which may injuriously re- 
act upon the heart. These two activi- 
ties may under circumstances doubtlessly 
affect the heart injuriously, although 
pregnancy in its normal course and when 
the social relations of the woman permit 
of the care which should always be ac- 
corded to her, does not bring with it any 
too great disadvantages. This the observ- 
ing physician will often recognize. Here 
as often as elsewhere the fact of patholog- 
ic physiology is verified, that very grad- 
ually changing states are met by the or- 
ganism with as gradual adaptedness, 
which equalizes the change and supports 
it. On the contray, when a sudden de- 
mand is made, where the working capac- 
ity is not in a condition of the highest 
regulative efficiency and is insufficient to 
there 
With 


respect, therefore, to a single or repeated 


meet a single overexertion, then 


may result a permanent damage. 


pregnancy in a woman with a cardiac in- 
sufficiency, provided she is otherwise well 
organized, and the insufficiency is tolera- 
bly compensated under good care, there 
ee @ 


Derby speaks strongly as to the value of 
strychnine hypodermics in amaurosis and am- 
blyopia.—Boston M. and S. Journal. 
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is no counterindication to marriage, for 
such a woman can pass through even a 
number of confinements and recuperate 
very well. The situation is, therefore, 
here quite different from what it is in 
pulmonary tuberculosis, where the gen- 
eral contraindication to marriage 
lately insisted upon by C. Gerhardt in the 
Verhandlungen des Vereins fuer innere 
Medizin, su Berlin, 1900. (Transac- 
Association for Internal 
Medicine of Berlin. ) 


was 


tions of the 


Somewhat different it is with sexual 
excitement, in which the question of mar- 
riage will depend upon the temperament 
and individuality of the contracting par- 
ties, according to which that excitement 
will naturally take place in a greater or 
less degree. Here it is just the single 
excessively increased demand upon the 
heart, which in man as well as in woman 
may become fatal at last when often re- 
peated, or also in a single case of excess. 
It is not so very rare that a sudden death 
occurs in connection with a coitus, when 
the blood-pressure becomes so high that 
the heart fails to act. In cases, therefore, 
where the heart is not in perfect tact, 
it is the duty of the physician to be on 
the lookout and advise proper modera- 
And too, it 
prophylaxis presupposes and demands 
a high degree of tact and keen sense. 

And then again marriage may under 
certain circumstances influence the con- 
dition of the heart exceptionally favora- 
bly. It is not so very rare that it be- 
comes actually “the haven of rest where 
the individual lands,” when the married 
couple can come into more stable and 
better conditions, when there might be 
more attention 
to proper nursing, nutrition and rest, 
there unhesitat- 


tion. here, is where the 


possibility of more 


marriage is to be 


eee ¢ 


The only active preparation of rhus is a 
tincture of the fresh plant so made as ta re: 
tain the volatile principle, 
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ingly advised, although the pros and 


cons must be carefully weighed and 
considered. — (Nobiling-Jankau Hand 
buch der Prophylaxe, Abt. X, Mende! 
sohn, Herzkrankheiten, pp. 72-3. Muen- 


chen, 1901. Verlag Scits & Schauer. ) 


ye oe oe 
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Aspirin (acetyl-salicylic acid) is 
recommended in lieu of salicylic acid 
and salicylate of sodium, as it has not 
the disadvantages of the latter and is as 


efficient.—(/bid. p. 263.) 
ww 


INHALATION AGAINST ACUTE 
LARYNGITIS. 


Menthol 3 


sylvestris, essence of benzoin, essence of 


grams, essence of pinus 
tohi, essence of eucalyptus, aa 2 grams. 
M., and inhale by heat evaporation a few 
drops.—(/bid.) 


LOCAL ANESTHESIA. 


Farwick (Therap. d. Gw. No. 8, 1902) 
combines the ether spray with aethyl 
chloride. field is first 
sprayed with ether till it becomes pale, 
then with the aethyl spray till freezing.— 
(Wien. Med. Wochenschr. No. 4, 1902, 


p- 194.) 


The operation 


Purgen is a new cathartic consisting 
of Phenolphtalein, of which from 0.1 
gram to 0.2 grams (equals gr. 114—gr. 
3) is sufficient to produce one or two 
It is recommended 


watery evacuations, 
by A. Bidder in the Deutsche Med. W., 
No. 18, 1902.—(Wiener Medic. Woch- 
ens., 19, 1902.) 

eee 


Given a really active preparation and rhus 
tox is assuredly not inert, Handle the fresh 
plant if you want proof, 





A CRITICISM OF THE REMARKS OF DR. THAYER ON THE TREATMENT 
OF TYPHOID FEVER, FOUND IN THE JULY NUMBER 
OF THE THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE. 


says we have no_ specific 
against typhoid fever. While it is true 
that we have no positive specific, I claim 


lirst, he 


that intestinal antiseptics properly used 
are nearer a specific for typhoid than an- 
tidiphtheritic serum is for diphtheria. 
Second, he says we are confronted by 
a general septicemia, which is best left 


alone. I claim if intestinal antiseptics 
are used in the beginning of the disease 
the septicemia will be avoided or greatly 
subdued. 

As to treatment he says: Ist, com- 
plete rest; 2nd, a diet as nourishing as 
the conditions of the patient will allow; 
3rd,meansto relieve the hyperpyrexiaand 
to keep the skin and muscles in as good 
condition as possible; 4th, an ever- 
watchful carefulness for the various dan- 
gerous complications. 

To the above I agree, except to add to 
the fourth paragraph, that if the doctor 
would push the intestinal antiseptics, such 
as iodine, carbolic acid, biniodide of mer- 
cury, eucalyptus, thymol, and best of all 
the sulphocarbolate of zinc or the W-A 
Intestinal Antiseptics, containing zinc 
sulphocarbolate, calcium sulphocarbolate 


and sodium sulphocarbolate, he would 
not have to fear or watch for complica- 
tions, as nine out of ten times they are 
prevented by the antiseptic treatment. 

In the same article he mentions Dr. 
Shattuck as saying, we must treat our 
patient and not the disease. My experi- 
ence of 16 years teaches me to treat the 
disease, vigorously, with intestinal anti- 
septics; and the patient will be better 
care of than left to himself and 
waiting for symptoms to arise. 

The doctor speaks well of cold baths, 
with which I agree; excepting that they 
are not practical in private practice, as 


taken 


very many patients have no bathing fa- 
cilities in their homes. 
use ice-bags to the head and iced cloths 
to the abdomen if necessary, but if Intes- 
tinal Antiseptics and Saline Laxative are 
used, they are seldom necessary. 

In regard to the care of the bowels, 
he says it is undesirable to administer a 
the mouth. I find it 
good at my first visit to give a purge, 


In this case | 


laxative by very 


with divided doses of calomel, followed 
by Intestinal Antiseptics, W-A, 
grains per day until all bad odor disap- 


30 to 60 
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pears, and to give a saline such as Ab- 
bott’s Saline Laxative in the morning, to 
clear out all putrid matter from the intes- 
tinal tract, thereby preventing flatulence 
and keeping down the temperature ; be- 
ing careful not to purge too much, two 
or three movements a day being enough. 

As regards intestinal antiseptics he 
says; Ist, that the demand for so-called 
intestinal antiseptics is based upon a 
misconception. I claim that the doctor 
has had very little or no experience with 
intestinal antiseptics, or he would not 
make such a statement. If he would re- 
fer to the papers of Wilcox, Waugh, 
Woodbridge, Abbott, and a 
other men of experience, and A. No. 1 


hundred 


in professional standing, and then go 
ahead and try them faithfully on his pa- 
tients, I am sure that after a year’s use 
of them he would become a convert to 
intestinal antiseptics and the alkaloids. 
Second, he says, to accomplish any- 
thing like effective intestinal antisepsis 
I hereby agree with 
him, that you cannot get a complete anti- 


is utterly impossible. 


sepsis of the intestinal tract; but I do 
claim from experience that you can get 
at least antisepsis of two-thirds of the 
intestinal tract, which in itself is enough 
for the purpose of controlling the fever 
and tendency to ulceration and flatulence, 
thereby giving your patient comfort, and 
nine out of ten chances for a speedy re- 
covery. 

Third, he says, that there is no evi- 
dence of value in support of such a plan. 
As I have said before, I have mentioned 
the names of a few men who have given 
practical evidence of its valtie; but why 
does the doctor wait for more evidence? 
If he is sincere and desires to convince 
himself he should at once go and try 
the intestinal antiseptics in the next case, 


@¢e @ @ 


Persons not affected by contact with rhus 
toxicodendron will look in vain for thera- 
peutic benefit from its use. 
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especially W-A Intestinal Antiseptics, or 
zinc sulphocarbolate ; and also give calo 
mel and Saline Laxative when required, 
also use aconitine or Dosimetric Trinity 
And then if he has used them 
faithfully he will be in a better position 


for fever. 


to criticise his colleagues, who advo- 
cate intestinal antiseptics. 
W. F. Rabus, M. D. 
Jersey City, N. J. 


eS: pe 


Wanted :—An objector to intestinal 
antisepsis who has really tried our plan 
and condenms it. All we have seen have 
based their belief on a priori considera 
tions exclusively, or on a trial of some 
method not effective —Ep. 


WM 
FEVERS NOT ABORTIVE. 


I wish to make a protest against some 
of the articles that appear in some of our 
medical journals; articles that have a 
smack of egotism and a lack of patholog- 
ical knowledge of the diseases of which 
When I read what 
some of these medical brothers claim to 
have accomplished in therapeutics, it 
makes me feel very small indeed; when 


they are writing. 


they make such statements as that they 
never had a case of typhoid fever run 
over ten days; that they aborted a case 
of typhoid fever, and that they aborte:| 
a case of pneumonia; that they never lost 
a case of typhoid fever, or a case of pneu- 
monia, after using such and such treat- 
ment. 

[ would say to my brothers, that | 
would rather some one else made the 
diagnosis. How many times in a year 
do we meet with cases that in our first 
and second visits we think we have, with- 
ae oe | 


Rhus has many times approved its value in 
chronic muscular ailments, gouty, rheumatic, 
myalgic, at any rate painful. 


Miscellaneous Articles 


out a doubt, a case of typhoid. And yet 
the recovery in two or three days is cer- 
tainly evidence enough to convince any 
reasonable man that it was not a case of 
typhoid fever. It is only after seeing a 
case for several visits that we can be 
positive that we have typhoid fever to 
deal with. 

This is not an absolute rule, but we 
will find that it is not best to be too posi- 
tive, outside of an epidemic of typhoid. 
| say, my brother, you can no more abort 
a case of typhoid fever than you can a 
case of smallpox. When I say abort, | 
use the word as it means, “to cut short 
or miscarry that which has started or 
partially developed.” I say, my brother, 
it is not in your power, not yet. You may 
assist nature to go through this self-lim- 
ited disease; but to abort it you never 
did. 

If you have a case of typhoid fever. 
with symptoms and signs so well devel- 
oped that you are positive of it, you also 
have a patient that is full of typhoid 
bacilli; they are in his blood, in his urine, 
and his glands of Peyer are ulcerating 
and the bacilli are multiplying by the 
thousands. You could not abort it if 
you could turn that intestinal tract inside 
out and scrape it. You would only get 
rid of a few of the little cusses. 

Now I do not mean to say that I do 
not believe in cleaning out that alimen- 
tary canal, for I do believe in cleaning 
up, inside as well as outside. If clean- 
liness is Godliness anywhere it is in the 
sick-room with disease of bacterial ori- 
Godliness and bacteria are opposed 
to one another. 


gin. 


THe ALKALOIDAL CLINIC is teaching 
the right principle, when it says “clean up 


and clear out.” Clean out the crude 
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For arthritis deformans or rheumatic gout, 
don’t give up without trying rhus tox with 
a carefully arranged diet. 
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drug and give us the active principle of 
the drug. 

I write this because many of these 
articles are misleading to young practi- 
tioners. If our friends who think that 


they are aborting so matriy cases of ty- 


phoid fever, will read up on autointoxica- 


tion, | think they will be convinced that 
they are not having so much typhoid 
fever to treat as formerly. 

[ sometimes wonder if the words bil- 
ious and biliousness will not become ob- 
autointoxication 


solete, and the words 


and autoinfection become the proper 
terms to use. 

Long may brothers Abbott and Waugh 
live, to push the pen; for they are among 
our active and progressive men. 


W. E. Dopps, M. D. 
Richland, Iowa. 


—:0:— 


Doctor, if you had been alive 100 vears 
ago, and a man had told you of the possi- 
bilities of the telephone, would you not 
have cheerfully sent him to the insane 
asylum? 

Some weeks ago a patient was sent to 
the writer from state, with 


your own 


neurasthenia. Coming here at a time 
when the city was under an epidemic of 
typhoid fever, he soon manifested such 
peculiar symptoms that I had his blood 
examined at the laboratory. The pathol- 
ogist confirmed my suspicions and pro- 
The Widal 
The patient 
was at once put upon the W-A Intestinal 
Antiseptic tablets, with chlorine water as 


nounced it typhoid fever. 
reaction was unmistakable. 


the stomach was markedly affected. The 
fever, which had been gradually rising, 
at once began to fall and in a few days 
other 


reached normal, the symptoms 


subsiding at the same time. Within less 
@e € 

For the neuralgic seizures apt to follow at- 
tacks of continued fevers, rhus tox relieves 
with characteristic speed. 
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Was this 
Or is 
there no such thing as certainty in diag- 
nosis? The patient’s name and that of 


than a week the man was well. 
a case of typhoid fever aborted? 


the pathologist can be given if desired. 

As long as there was no way of abso- 
lutely proving that any given case was 
typhoid those who succeeded in aborting 
a case so diagnosed were comparatively 
helpless before the cry of mistaken diag- 
nosis ; but how is it now—Ep. 


< < e 
Me 


PNEUMONIA. 


| have been using the alkaloids for the 
past two years. I gradually added from 
time to time, until now I am carrying 
over 100 varieties, and my practice has 
increased most wonderfully. Last fall 
I added a static machine with ozone and 
x-ray attachment and galvanic and far- 
adic battery, and now I have no time 
to whittle dry-goods boxes. 
I used little or no alcohol. I am now 
the only doctor in the 
county, and while I have never adver- 
tised myself as such, I have the reputa- 
The W. C. T. U. 
‘ It’s 
their own work, not mine; so I suppose 


For years 


non-alcoholic 


tion of being such. 
have picked me up as the “only.” 
I'll have to stand on it. Still it does me 
no harm among the whisky people either. 
For this I am obliged to thank alkaloid- 
al medication. 

By the way, while I am at it, let me 
say I always was a believer in jugulat- 
ing acute diseases, especially pneumonia, 
and I have a reputation in that disease. 
I must confess to considerable trepida- 
tion when first attempting it with the 
“little pills,” but I am, I think, surer 
than ever. I have just an hour ago re- 
turned from a house where I have three 
patients, a mother and two daughters, 


e¢©eee 


In scalv skin diseases acute eczema and 
elephantiasis, rhus tox if it cures at all does 


so with great celerity. 
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the youngest 12, whose temperatures 
forty-eight hours ago were 104.6, resp. 
26 to 35, with all the usual symptoms. 
Defervescent Comp., calomel gr. 1-6, Sa- 
line Laxative, enough, did the work; 
now pulse 80, temp. 100 (or less), resp. 
Simply aborted. 


Two weeks ago another member of 


normal. 


the same family, same treatment, same 
result. In fact, I haven’t had a case 
run a typical course for so long that 
I am afraid | 
treat one of my old kind, in bed from six 


wouldn’t know how to 


to twelve weeks, or in the ground in 
two weeks as often happens. 
nurse | 


The trained for the 


above-mentioned cases, forty-eight hours 


got 


ago, thinks—well, it’s a new thing to 
her, she never saw the like, and while 
she can’t dispute her own watch and 
thermometer, I think doubts my diag- 
nosis. Still it’s amusing to me. I can 
do it and I know it, and my patients 
know I can, and I am satisfied. 
= = 


—:0:— 


Significant, that every doctor who de- 
sires to test the alkaloidal method se- 
lects pneumonia for fhe first trial—Ep. 


we 
VOMITING OF PREGNANCY. 


Query 3005 brings to my mind a 
simple remedy for vomiting of pregnan- 
cy, which I have used successfully in 
both primipara and multipara, and with 
but a single failure. 

It is as follows: Place behind the 
cervix by aid of a bivalve speculum and 
dressing forceps, a pledget of absorbent 
cotton saturated with carbolized glycerin, 
five drops to the ounce. This is allowed 
to remain from eight to twelve hours, 
@e @ 


In many cases of enuresis, and in leakiness 
of the bladder in women, rhus tox cures wit! 
characteristic rapidity. 


Miscellaneous Articles 


and is then removed by means of trac- 
tion on a silk or linen string previously 
unable 
modus 
operandi of the treatment, but attrib- 
ute the results to exosmosis and deple- 
tion, as quite an amount of water flows 
from the pelvic organs. Of course the 
patient should lie in the recumbent po- 


tied about the tampon. I am 


to explain the philosophy or 


sition while the tampon is in place. The 
relief is often immediate. 

I have also used the treatment in many 
non-pregnant women for relief of swol- 
len and inflamed cervices. It is not 
original with me and perhaps many of 
the Crinic readers have used it, but if 
not then try it your first opportunity. 

l.. 8. Lipsey; M. D: 

Wynne, Ark. 


— Oo 


when the 
uterus is congested and tender.—Ep. 


This should be effective 


MW Me 
PNEUMONIA. 


[ have cured a case of pneumonia, 
unilateral, with the following drugs: 
Sulphocarbolate of zinc and Saline Lax- 
ative for the bowels, and strychnine ar- 
senate to steady the patient’s heart. 

C. & Tor: M.D 

Lebanon, Ky. 


MM 
MORE ABOUT FLY-BLISTERS. 


In May issue of the CLinic you pub- 
lished my article on locomotor ataxia, 
which has brought many replies. I wish 
to make a few statements bearing upon 
said manner of treatment, viz.: Let the 
physician watch the effects of the ar- 


senic and santonin, and after 10, 20 or 


2e¢¢e¢ @ 


. 
In some cases of paralysis rhus tox is fol- 
lowed by speedy improvement. This agent 
markedly resembles cantharidin. 
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30 days, allow a period of rest, say 5 or 
10 days, before beginning it again. And 
further: Why use antitoxin, pneumotox- 
in, etc., gotten from dumb beasts, to 
cure certain diseases at so great expense, 
when it can be done by a fly-blister? 
Syphilis may be treated by syphilis 
serum; pneumonia by pneumonia serum 
of the diphtheria, erysipelas, 
scarlet fever, cholera, etc., the same. I 
know that fly-blisters are interdicted in 


contagious zymotic diseases, but if | 


blister ; 


can cure said diseases by the above plan, 
attended with no danger, why should 
we bind ourselves down to beaten tracks 
long ago explored? 

In my paper in the May issue I gave 
but one formula for internal treatment 
of locomotor ataxia, which was an over- 
sight. Here are the formulas to select 
from: 

No. 1. Strychnine valerianate gr. 1-67, 
strontium arsenate gr. 1-67, aluminum 
chloride gr. 2%, santonin gr. 14, extract 
of cannabis indica gr. 1%, codeine hydro- 
bromate, gr. 1-3. 
tablet. The aluminum chloride should 
be kept apart from other ingredients by 
putting the fotmer in a tiny capsule, 
and then it and other ingredients to- 
gether in a large capsule, as it will not 
so quickly melt. 

No, 2. 
gr. 4, aluminum chloride gr. 3, sodium 
cacodylate (Merck’s) (organic arsenic) 
gr, I-20, codeine hydrobromate gr. 1-3, 
caffeine valerianate gr. ™. 


For one capsule or 


Hyoscyamine gr. 14, santonin 


For one 
capsule ; without strychnine, as in numer- 
ous cases the patient take 
strychnine. 

No. 3. Gold and sodium chloride gr. 
I-100, strychnine 1-134, 
codeine hydrobromate gr. %, hyoscine 


cannot 


arsenate’ er. 


n 


hydrobromate gr. 1-500. 


ee @ 


For one cap- 


Eclectic indications for rhus: 
in forehead, left orbit, sharp 
red spots on upper tongue-tip. 


Sharp pain 
pulse stroke, 
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sule. ‘The dose of either of the three is 
one after meals and on going to bed. 
Bioplasm immediately after meals or be- 
tween meals. Bovinine with and dur- 
Fly-blisters, alkaline cathar- 
tics and hot salt water enemas mornings. 
Notes,” 


series III, No. 9, on this topic, is worth 


ing meals. 


My article in “Red Cross 
publishing again. 
J. Zacuary Taytor, M. D. 
Baltimore, Md. 


= O°— 


If I catch Dr. Taylor’s idea correctly, 
it is to raise a blister on a patient, and 
by allowing reabsorption of the serum, 
or withdrawing it and reinjecting it hy 
podermically, treat the patient with his 
Am T right ?—Ep. 


Me ME 


own serum. 


THE METRIC. 


When you say gm. .000125, do you 
mean 1-125 of a milligram, or what do 
you mean? What do you mean by gm. 
0005, gm, .oot and gm. .002? What in 


the phosphoric hades do you mean? If 


I were a bloody Frenchman I would 
catch on, but as I am a United States 
man, I do not know what you mean, un- 
less it is something pertaining to the dis- 
tances between the poles of the earth. 
And as I have never waded the Amazon 


ee @ @ 


Give rhus when there is sharp burning local 
pain, skin bright red and burning, and the 
Eclectic indications present. 
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at her mouth, nor crawled through a hole 
more than a thousand miles beyond the 
the dis 
To precede a unit with a mullti- 


Canadian line, I do not know 
tance. 
tude of ciphers seems astounding to any- 
one but a duck-headed Frenchman. | 
was born in Texas in 1850, and this 
the way we look. 

W. J. Contey, M. D. 

Coalgate, Ind. Ter. 


oe. = 


There is nothing French or Dago 
about these, but plain decimal fractions. 
Gam, .000125 means 125 thousandths of 
a milligram ; gm. .0005 means 5-10ths of 
a milligram ; gm. .oo1 means a milligram, 
and gm. .002 means two milligrams ; and 
then we almost always give the so-calle«| 
regular equivalents as well. But what 
is the use of bothering about that? The 
dose is a granule every five minutes or 
every five hours as the case may be, 
doubling up after you have tried and 
found just how much the patient needs. 
Query: You are only a year younger 
than I, and your picture denotes the pos- 
session of a better-half who seems to be 
in good health, and what interests me is, 
how you manage to keep your hair. 
Look at the beautiful uniformity in 
the old nomenclature. 
A voirdupois 
16 02 
256 drams 
7000 grains 
16 drams 


437.5 grains 
27.34375 ** 


A pothecaries 
12 oz. 
96 drams 
5760 grains 
8 drams 
480 grains 
60 grains 


You dispense morphine by the dram 
of 60 grains, but buy it in 1-8 oz. phials 
nominally containing 54.7 grains. I 
once weighed the contents of a number of 
1-8 oz. phials, and found them in no case 
to exceed 35 grains. 

@e @ 


Rhus for erysipelas, inflammation of low 
grade in cellular tissue or mucous membrane, 
acrid discharges, low ‘vitality. 
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A dram contains 60 or 27-|- grains. 
A fluid dram contains from 44 to 250 
41 1-2 to 760 grains. 

What is a grain? 

(1) The sixteenth part of a dram.— 
(Foster). 

(2) The 576oth part of a Troy pound 
—(Gould). 

(3) The 20th part of a scruple; 0.065 
of a gram—(Dorland).—Eb. 


drops, 


Relative Value of Apothecaries’ 
and Metric Weight. 


Grains Grains 


24 


25 


0.00065 
0.00101 
0.00108 | 26 
0.00130 27 
0.00135 
0.00162 
0.00180 
0.00202 
0.00216 
0.00259 
0.00270 
0.00324 
0.00360 
0.00405 
0.00432 
0.00540 
0.00648 
0.00810 
0 01620 
0.03240 
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0 1300 
0 195 
0.260 
0.324 
0 400 
0.460 
0.520 
0.600 
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0.780 
0.907 
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1.160 
1 300 
1.360 
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10 
48 
100 





-1 gramme. 
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* Or, more exactly, 15,432 graius- 


red mucosa and 
tympanites, 


Rhus: Fast small pulse, 
skin. brown sordes on tongue, 
acrid feces and urine, 
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Relative Value of Metric and Apothecaries’ 
Weight. 
Grains 


Grains Gm. 


0.00001 = «iho 
0.0001 ! 
0.0010 ey 
0.0020 is 
0 0040 

0.0066 
0.0981 
0,0108 , 
0.0162 8 
0.0324 9 
0.0486 3 10 
0.0567 100 
0.065 125 
0.100 150 
0 130 175 
0.150 450 
0.180 550 
0.200 
0.300 
0.500 
0.700 


0,900 13.890 
15.43 
30.86 
46. 30 
61 73 
77.16 
92.60 
98.02 
123 46 
138.90 
154.32 

1543.23 
1929.04 
2314.85 
2700.65 
6944 55 
8487.78 

10031.01 

11574.26 

13117.49 

15432.35 


640 


16 


10 


003 
543 
006 
315 
.778 
O86 
.630 
.716 
.813 


Wht lo 


650 
750 
850 
1000 
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Report: “Stomatitis.” The lady with 


nursing sore mouth, under thorough 
cleaning and zine sulphocarbolate, has no 
Thanks. 

i 3 
wow 


PRACTICAL ALWAYS. 


more trouble. 
Ohio. 


The 
come, and while not as scientific as some, 
they 
enough of the scientific 
the 
25 years for others’ benefit, but who now 


twin CLINics are always wel- 


contain much of the practical, and 
for a practical 
who made 


man, sign of Jupiter for 


makes it. 

By. 23, 

Wis. 
ye ye 

MEGALOTHERAPY. 


rarely 
sjooTuBy, M. D. 
Hammond, 


w 


The wedge is fairly in and theory 


[ am about won over. One foot is part- 
ly out of the mire of megalotherapy. It 
hardest all 
customed to the idea. 
@e@ee 


In old ulcers with red edges, glistening, 
the stimulant properties of rhus tox have been 
shown in prompt improvement. 


seemed of to become ac- 





968 


One case of putrid bronchitis of three 
months’ standing—great and increasing 
prostration, expectorating over a pint 
has ful- 
ly recovered after treatment with cal- 


of green muco-pus every night 


cium sulphide, strychnine and the hypo- 
phosphites, 
[ like the breezy colloquial style of 
your journal. W-A make a good team. 
Se. P., a BD. 
——, Wash. 


— :0: 


Megalotherapy is fine! Big dose 


says it in U, S.—Eb. 
Mw ME 


FEVER. 


If some of those doctors who are writ- 
ing to you concerning those cases of lin- 
gering fever, that are neither typhoid nor 
malarial, will read up on relapsing fever 
they will learn something that will be to 
their advantage. 

Dr. F. H. CAUGHELL. 

Morrison, Mo. 


—_ Ooo— 


I would be glad to have a report on 
relapsing fever, if any is known to oc- 
cur here. This fever usually attends 
typhus, and is not an American mal- 
ady.—Ep. 


oe 6fte ote 
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TYPHOID FEVER. 


The first article in the June Ciinic 
[ find paradoxic; and I am thankful for 
not having to depend on Dr. J. F. Lynch. 
Were I taken with typhoid I would of 
course ask the doctor to stop fever, or 
diarrhea, or hemorrhage, and to prevent 
texemia; and there I am afraid the au- 
thor would be close to his wits’ end. 
@¢-e@ @ 


Sanguinarine is a powerful vitalizer, stimu- 
lating the sexual function in all three ways, 
and acting in both sexes alike, 
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Almost day by day I am convinced 
of the imperative demand for intestinal 
antisepsis in every illness. 

G. Cartson, M., D. 

Quamwatla, Bluefields, Nicaragua. 


=, 5 


My dear doctor, you must recollect 
that so many typhoids die of hemorrhage 
and so many of perforation, pneumonia, 
etc.; and if we interfere with the course 
of nature in such matters we upset the 
value of statistics and beget a very un 
Much 
better go ahead and die, for the sake of 
Ep. 


scientific confusion in the returns. 


science. 
ye owe ye 
VERBENIN IN EPILEPSY. 


About 
some intestinal parasites were presente: 
at a meeting of the Southern [Illinois 
Medical 
They were from the bowels of a boy ten 
years old, whe had had epilepsy four 
years, often as many as 20 spasms in 24 
No one could tell the doctor who 


two and one-half years ago 


Association for identification. 


hours. 
had the case what they were, but they 
recommended anthelmintics. These were 
given and after the parasites were re- 
moved the boy had only one more spasm. 
president of the association 


I did not 


know them, but soon found out they 


The 
brought the worms to me. 
were new to science; and I described 
and named them. 
of a small fly related to the horse bot- 


flv, 1-12 inch long. 


They were the larve 


Before publishing what I had discov- 
ered about the parasite I found other 
cases, both in this state. The publica- 
tion led to considerable correspondence 
from doctors and others, among which 


was one letter stating that a man had 
ee @ 


Sanguinarine is esteemed a remedy for 
amenorrhea, impotence and frigidity, inducing 
or increasing the menstrual flow, 
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cured himself and several others by the 
use of verbena hastata. I also learned 
that one doctor had cured a very bad case 
with the same remedy. From this the 
Abbott Alkaloidal Co. began to supply 
verbenin, the active principle of verbena 
hastata. 

It was not long till I had a call of such 
a nature that I concluded to try the ef- 
fects of verbenin. While it was being 
taken in this case there was decided im- 
provement, but sickness in the family led 
to neglect of the epileptic and the treat- 
ment was dropped. : 

In the meantime a reporter got hold of 
what I was doing and the publication 
‘caused a regular snowstorm of letters. 
I selected a few of these and began ex- 
perimental treatment, on the basis of 
finding and removing the cause and treat- 
ing the nervous system. 

3ut here difficulties arose. Often when 
the cause seemed to be found and re- 
moved the spells did not stop, and other 
sources of irritation were found. In two 
cases there seemed to be no question 
about a cure being effected, one of which 
had only one more spell after treatment 
was begun. Another case of 32 years’ 
standing is gradually improving, spells 
less severe and further apart, mind grad- 
ually returning. 

But it is not necessary to go into de- 
tails. I believe that verbenin is almost 
a specific in most cases, but the cause 
must be found and removed or but little 
can be done towards a cure. Some cases 
I have helped and others I have not. 

G. H, Frencn, M. D. 

Carbondale, Ill. 


om, Of 


We print this private letter of Prof. 
French by request, and as a reply to the 
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numerous inquiries we are receiving con- 
cerning this matter of verbenin in epi- 
lepsy. We note with approval the fine 
conservatism of the report. Prof. French 
is not making any promises to cure epi- 
lepsy. He has found that a cause may 
set a pathologic process in motion and 
that the motion does not necessarily 
cease when the cause is removed. He 
has shown that verbenin undoubtedly 
possesses valuable curative properties in 
some cases of epilepsy. Now if 
friends would only determine just what 
cases it may be given to with confidence, 
and what its physiologic and therapeutic 
actions really are, we would be glad to 
aid in putting this valuable agent in its 


our 


proper place.—Eb. 
we Me 
CONVULSIONS, 


Called to a little boy, I found him in 
convulsions. He was covered with cold 
perspiration and I was certain of severe 
pain in the umbilical region. I forced a 
pellet of hyoscyamine gr. 1-1000 between 
his teeth, and in two minutes his muscles 
relaxed and he curled up and went to 
sleep. He was a little dopey the next 
day, and I gave him drop doses of 
crataegus oxyacantha, Merrell’s normal 
tincture, until his heart became stronger. 

About 10 p. m. I “sensed” him in a 
feverish condition, and started for his 
house. Met his father coming for me. 
I found his pulse 135, temp. 104, in rest- 
less fighting mood. He would take no 
medicine and I stood by with a granule 
of Defervescent Comp. No. 2, and when 
his mouth opened to let out a cry I threw 
it in. I left five more with his mother 
to be given every fifteen minutes till the 
conditions changed. After the second 
pellet his fever dropped and he went to 


eee @ eS 


Sanguinarine is the best stimulant expec- 
torant, in the aged, when the cough is not 
enough to free the lungs of secretion. 


Watch wp Beane pyres by secretions in pneu- 


monia of th@aged and stimulate pulmonary 
sensibility with sanguinarine. 
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sleep. She put one in his mouth every 
fifteen minutes as I had directed and he 
slept quietly all night. 

This morning I found him rolling all 
over the floor with a big Angora cat, 
and screaming with laughter. His moth- 
er asked me what magic I put in that lit- 
tle pill; and I told her “alkaloidal,” with 
a settled determination that it should 
work. 

Tell the Texas brother who has struck 
a snag to tumble back as | have done, 
on the old neutralizing cordial, for this 
season only. If he will dissolve one tab- 
let No. 410 in a little warm water, two 
tablespoonfuls, and give it a teaspoonful 
every five minutes, giving also one pellet 
of hyoscyamine gr. I-1000, and mean it 
when he gives it, which is half the battle, 
he will not have the undertaker on his 
track. For bowel troubles this summer 
you need to boom ‘Tablet No. 410, for it 
is the remedy for this Saturnine form 
that this year’s dysentery assumes. 

Dr J. R. PHecrs. 
Dorchester, Mass. 


Mg 
EPILEPSY AND VERBENIN. 


The 


causal habit of masturbation has prob- 


The first patient is improving. 


ably continued. 

In the second case the constipation has 
been relieved. She has two to three fits 
a day. Her menses have not appeared 
for months ; has never been regular since 
the fits began. I have given her apioline, 
but could not procure enough to be of 
service. She is fleshy and robust, full- 
blooded. Has had emmenagog pills, iron, 
aloes, nux, belladonna, all failing. I 
believe if her menses were all right she 
would be all right. But what will do it? 
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Last winter I succeeded in restoring 
them; gave bromides and tonics, and she 
had no fits for some time—thought she 
was cured. Now she is on the point of 
suicide. 

Oh, dear! 


what a blessing to the patient—and_ th 


If everyone could be cured 


discouraged doctor as well. 
G. C. S., Mf. D. 
Canada. 
—:0:— 


l‘or that case of amenorrhea try sen- 


ecin, one granule every hour while 
awake, increased until the effect is there. 
Keep her bowels loose in the meantime 
with colchicine and aloin, a sufficiency of 
each.—I<p. 


oe oo 
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DYSENTERY. 


| have been treating a number of se- 


vere cases of dysentery as follows: First, 
Saline 
Laxative, give emetin as freely as the 


wash out the bowels well with 
stomach will bear, adding aconitine dur- 
ing fever, and flush the bowels three 
times a day with a solution of the Vag- 
inal Antiseptic in mucilage of slippery 
elm; also using a small injection of the 
same quite frequently, adding if there is 
much pain or tenesmus a little deodor- 
ized tincture of opium. 
W. B. Squire, M. D. 
Worthington, Ind. 
—:0:— 

Your treatment is a pretty good one, 
but why do you use the Vaginal Anti- 
septic in the rectum instead of the Intes- 
tinal >—Eb. 

You ask me why I use the Vaginal 
Antiseptic instead of the Intestinal in 
dysentery: Because the former had al- 


eee @e ese @ 


In atonic conditions of the stomach and 
intestines with unhealthy mucous secretion, 
give sanguinarine in small doses. 


Cough, dry throat and air passages, con- 
striction of chest and obstructed respiration, 
indicate sanguinarine. 
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ways acted well in cases of vaginitis; 
and I had a bad case of dysentery, a lit- 
tle delicate child, and I thought the vag- 
inal preparation milder, and used. it for 
It acted so well that I have 
continued its use. 


this reason. 
Am using it in a bad 
case at this writing. 

W. B. Squire, M. D. 

Worthington, Ind. 

—:0:— 

The reason seems satisfactory. There 
is no possible objection to the use of the 
Vaginal Antiseptic internally, if one finds 
it of value.—Ep. 

ow 
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SUMMER DIARRHEA. 


“A snag!’ I too have been striking 
this snag recently, but with results high- 
ly gratifying to me—not a single death, 
ami a rapid recovery with but a single 
exception. This one was a stunner from 
the very first. The first discharge was 
bloody, and they grew rapidly worse 
every hour, in spite of all I could do. 
Finally sloughing of the bowels and 
But thanks to 


your “little pills,” and a little ingenuity, 


rapid—you know what! 


the little fellow came through, and is a 
great croaker today. 

“Clean out,” etc., saline laxative, and 
especially the Intestinal Antiseptic, 
with a syringe, to which was attached 
This I inserted 
in the rectum almost the entire length; 
washed thoroughly with warm water and 
carbolic acid, then the antiseptic. 

I am fortunate enough to have quite a 
reputation as a baby doctor. 

M. GROENENDYKE, M. D. 


a soft rubber catheter. 


Pitt, Ala. 
—:0:— 
Compare that record with one men- 
tioned in the newspapers recently—every 
@e@@e @ 


The dose of sanguinarine is gr. 1-6 to 1-67 
every half hour or two hours according to the 
urgency of the case. 
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child 


bowel complaints this summer—but no 


born in 1900 had succumbed to 
doctor there uses the methods so success- 
ful in the hands of Dr. Groenendyke and 
many more.—Eb. 

woe 


LIKES THEM BOTH. 


| find both the SurcicaL and ALKA- 
LOIDAL CLINICS a very great help. Would 
Going 


seem lost at sea without them. 


to the sick room with a filled case of 
alkaloids inspires a wonderful confidence 
in both patient and doctor. 

Dr. A. B. 


——, Colorado. 


—>O°— 


Your expressed opinion of the CLINIcs 


both SurGicaL and ALKALOIDAL ts es- 


pecially gratifying to us who have 
worked so hard to bring them to where 
they now stand. 

We hope you will never have occasion 
Help us 


to think otherwise of our work. 
all you can.—Eb. 


ye oe ug 
sc # 


ve 


“RECOLLECTIONS OF A REBEL 
SURGEON.” 


I have never read a book of reminis- 
cence that so appealed to me. How true 
to facts as they then transpired only 
those of us who were in the same line of 
military duty, nearly forty years ago, can 
appreciate. Dr. Daniel had perhaps a lit- 
tle more difficulty to contend with on his 
side of the line, the Federals being some- 
what more favored in the matter of sup- 
plies, but I that the 
“Johnnies” had a monopoly of surgical 


cannot concede 
difficulties. Any of the medical “corpse” 
officiating in those halcyon days could, 
I feel certain, recall some rich and rare 
@@ee 

Sanguinarine as a general rule should be 


given until the advent of slight nausea shows 
the full therapeutic effect. 
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experiences, (some laughable but mostly 
pathetic) if they could be induced to jot 
down particular instances occurring un- 
der direct observation. 

{f the younger generation feel that an 
army surgeon’s life was a sinecure they 
may as well be enlightened. If one can 
conjecture supreme comfort in an ex- 
posed position on the firing line, leaning 
Over some poor stricken comrade to ar- 
rest life’s flow, with the exceptional pros- 
pect of getting a hot bullet into his own 
anatomy, I will say that the comfort and 
safety of the situation was never appar- 
ent tome. It was always a trying ordeal 
to be placed in such a position without 
On the fight- 
ing line one forgets some of the danger in 


being able to “hit back.” 


the excitement of contention, but the sur- 


His duty 
was to do and dare, taking such punish- 


geon had no such alleviation. 


ment from shots and shells as come to 
him without the privilege of seeking 
shelter or protection. 

Thus many a brave fellow was laid out 
at his post of duty on the skirmish line 
or in a general engagement, the occur- 
rences being sufficiently prevalent to 
negatize the idiotic impression that the 
But 
it would be sad indeed if with his trials 


surgeon enjoyed a veritable “snap.” 


he did not occasionally meet with inci- 
dents to throw dull care momentarily 
aside. We all did it when opportunity 
offered. 

Surgery then, as considered from its 
present standpoint, was not what would 
now be considered “scientific,” but won- 
derful results for good were attained 
notwithstanding the utter want of pres- 
ent appliances. 

Doctor Daniel has written a book true 
to the very life, one that should com- 
mand attention, and really be considered 


@€e@ @ @ 


Musearine has been recommended as a rem- 
edy for twitching of the facial muscles; which 
often depends on ocular defects. 
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authentic history of the medical and 
surgical epoch which he so clearly out 
lines. 

Indeed a limited series of such rec 
ords, by able writers, would enrich our 
fund of strenuous life under difficulties. 

Here is a hearty shake, my federate 
comrade! 

F. L. Perro, M. D. 

Chicago, Ill. 


om Sis 


Many a CLuinic reader is enjoying Dr. 
Daniel’s book. 


and we are glad to see them go, for we 


They go out every day 


know they will both instruct and enter 
tain. Why may we not have a few rem- 
the old the 
Ciinic family? We shall be glad to give 
them space.—Ep. 

wow 


SCIATICA. 


iniscences from vets of 


Dr. 


ports the successful treatment of sciatica 


Bobbitt of Greensburg, Mo., re- 


with apocynin, added to other remedies 
which without it had not been success- 
ful. Simply elimination; and 
what’s needed in all kinds and descrip- 


this is 


tions of so-called rheumatic troubles. 


ye oe oe 


ve ve 


CHOLERA INFANTUM. 


A few years ago I approached a case 
of summer complaint with dread and 
fear; for well I knew that the life of 
The 


mother with pale lips and heart of agony 


the little one was in great danger. 


would see her little darling in a few 
hours shrink from a fat, plump, healthy 
child to a shrunken, withered, almost 
lifeless being. Every physician knows 
the scene. 

It is not worth while to describe the 


ee @ 


As sanguinarine stimulates the lungs it ?s 
not compatible therapeutically with opiates 
and other sedatives. 
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We have all been there ; and 
the most of us have wished we were a 


symptoms. 


thousand miles away. But we were there 
and had to face the dreadful ordeal. The 
loving mother with agony in her heart 
and a prayer to God for the relief of the 
little sufferer, turns to you for help. 

ago were in 
doubt about rendering that help. We 
were almost as much at a loss as the 


Yes, a few years we 


mother, for we had so often failed in our 
attempts to save the lives of the little 
ones. 

But how is it now? With our antisep- 
tics? We open our little case (with al- 
most a dead certainty of saving the life 
of the child and relieving the agonized 
and breaking heart of the fond mother), 
and take out our little granules and some 
compound sulphocarbolates, call fora glass 
or two of water and a teaspoon, arrange 
our granules as we wish them given, and 
give full and careful instructions how 
they are to be administered; close our 
case and bid the people good-night, get 
in our buggy and drive home, and go to 
bed without a single worry on our mind; 
for we feel assured that the little suf- 
ferer will soon be relieved and on the 
highway to recovery. 

This is no fancy sketch, but every 
word of it is true. I have not lost a 
single case of cholera infantum since I 
have been using the antiseptic treatment. 
And when I hear of a child dying of this 
trouble, the thought flashes through my 
mind that that child did 
right kind of treatment as taught in THE 
ALKALOIDAL CLINIC, for this disease, that 
I never think of using the old way any 


not have the 


more; having used the new in so many 
cases without a single failure, is enough 
to convince a man that this is the way 
and the only way, to save the lives of 
@6e¢ @ @ 


Morphine is a dangerous remedy in renal 
and gallstone colics, and less efficient than 
lyoscyamine or chloroform. 
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the little ones entrusted to our skill as 
physicians. And it is our duty to spread 
the glad news broadcast over the land, 
that every tongue may confess that In- 
testinal Antisepsis is just about the right 
thing, and that the active principles are 
bound to come to the front in treating 
disease. 
IruieL S. Stevens, M. D. 


Green Valley, Ill. 


o> 0: 


Dr. Stevens has struck a gold mine, 
and generously feels that he wants to 
share his good luck with his professional 
brethren. This is a better spirit than 
that shown by some, who having caught 
on to these methods try to keep the 
their 
they may monopolize the better means 
of treating the sick and afflicted. That’s 


knowledge from neighbors, that 


too commercial for us.—Eb. 


¥ 


SOMETHING ABOUT SMALLPOX. 


My treatment for smallpox consists in 
pushing calcium sulphide to effect, and 
in pushing intestinal antiseptics to effect. 
These two pushings seem every time to 
meet the general medical indications of 
the case. This treatment is short, but it 
takes much more time to give it than to 
state it. 

It takes some time, too, to see that it 
has been given. From the way I have 
said this much, you can well think that 
the above is the nucleolus of the nucleus 
of my treatment of smallpox. 


Let me say that many doctors think 


calcium sulphide wholly inert; generally, 


[ think, because so many do not acquire 
De- 
composed calcium sulphide may be in- 


e¢e © 


a chemical knowledge of the drug. 


Morphine cannot compare with salicylates in 
promptly relieving the pain of inflammatory 
rheumatism, and is unsafe. 
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ert, but the fresh, or even the old if it 
has been properly prepared, is the best 
systemic alterative we have. In order 
that I may make no mistake | use but 
A, A. Co.’s make. I also find their in- 
testinal antiseptics the purest. 


While I am in 


speak a little longer. 


open ‘fession let me 
April 2, 1902, | 
was called to see Mrs. H.’s two-year-old 
girl. After prescribing for the child the 
mother told me that the woman in the 
other part of the house (two families 
living in the same house) was sick. 

From what she told me about the case 
I at once in my mind decided that she 
was having smallpox, and before leaving 
told her what I thought, and gave her 
some advice, as she was pregnant and in 
my care. Feeling somewhat alarmed she 
asked me to step into the other part of 
the house and see if it was smallpox. 
This I refused to do and left. 

That night Mr. H ’phoned me that the 
two had 
come out and see what the sickness was. 
I called 
woman in the vesicular stage of small- 


families decided to have me 


next morning and found th? 


pox. The same night she was taken 
to the “Tent on the Hill,” and the next 
day I vaccinated the four remaining per- 
sons with P. D. & Co.’s vaccine (tubes). 

Between this time and May 13 I heard 
nothing from them, but indirectly learned 
that the woman had had the smallpox 
got back all right and the others didn’t 
have to go. 

On May 13 I was called to see Mrs. 
H., whom I found in the beginning of 
labor. The fetal 
and weak. 


heart-beat was slow 
Labor progressed satisfac- 
torily and when the “bag of waters” 
broke, I was surprised, first at the quan- 
tity and second at the number of “flakes,” 


as the nurse called them, which flew over 
@-e 


Morphine is never used as a remedy for the 
pangs of gout. Even the one-drug man knows 
better than that. Colchicine is it. 
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me. I realized at once that I had a case 
of fetal smallpox. 

When the child was born | 
literally covered with pits and crusts in 
Many 
the pits were as large as the end of a 


found it 
various stages of exfoliation. 


lead pencil, and some of the adhering 
crusts were as large as a nickel. Thi 
face was simply a “sight to, behold.” 
The child was fully developed in ever; 
way, weighed six and one-half pound 
It had 
passed successfully through the variou 


and lived ten or fifteen minutes. 


stages to the last one, when “term-time”’ 
with its coincident efforts brought th« 
disease and its own existence to a close 

After 
shape I asked her if she had gotten sic! 
She told me that 


putting the woman in good 
after I vaccinated her. 


some time after vaccination she felt 
slightly sick, and had a “few pimples” 
break out on me. I believe this was a 


case of varioloid from which the fetus 
developed a full case of smallpox. 

Let me do a little counting; I vac 
cinated her on the 4th of April; allow 
ing seven days for manifestation I find 
that on the 11th day of April the fetus 
would have been exposed, giving it an 


] find 


that on April 26 it would have been in 


incubation stage of fifteen days. 


the initial stage of smallpcx; allowing 
eighteen days for the stages up to ex 
foliation I have the date of May 14, the 
day on which the child was born. 

Is it 
possible for a fetus to develop an infec- 


Was it this way or otherwise? 


tious disease simply by the mother be- 
ing exposed? Although it is known that 
the fetus generally suffers if the mother 
had an infectious disease. This case is 


interesting because smallpox is more rare 


than measles and scarlet fever, and the 


average practician is therefore not near 
ee @ 


Morphine fails to relieve the pains of can- 
cer, whene cicutine answers most admirably. 
Give till the pain is gone. 
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ly so likely to meet a case of the former 
as of the latter, and because the question 
of vaccination is involved. 

Was it because of the vaccination that 
the mother had only “a few pimples,’’ or 
would it have been the same without vac- 
cination? If the mother had not been 
vaccinated would the fetus have had the 
smallpox anyway ? 

Waugh’s “Treatment of the Sick” says 
that vaccination of the pregnant woman 
The “Ameri- 
in 


does not protect the fetus. 
can Text Book of Obstetrics,” 
place says that there is abundant reason 
to believe that it protects the fetus, and 
in another place says that it sometimes 


one 


does. 

In this case the vaccination seems to 
have been a protection to the mother but 
not the fetus. Generally in pregnancy 
complicated by measles, scarlet fever or 
erysipelas, abortion takes place. In preg- 
nancy complicated by smallpox about 50 
per cent abort. 

My experience is: such that I believe 
in the efficacy of vaccination, and feel 
that if I had not vaccinated Mrs. H. she 
would have developed a full case of 
smallpox, with abortion as a probable 
result. 

| have prosecuted qiute a search for 
similar cases, but all I can find is that 
there is a case on record where a woman, 
in good health, gave birth to a child with 
a well-developed case of smallpox. Sure- 
ly there must be others, and I would like 
to hear from those who know of them, 
or who have had similar experience. 

W. H. Sniru, M. D. 


Kansas City, Kans.’ 


—*0>;— 


My reason for claiming vaccination 
does not protect the fetus is that I have 
eee @ 


Morphine relieves some forms of headache, 
but does so by locking up in the body toxic 
elements that ought to be out. 
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vaccinated pregnant women and found 
the infant subsequently take typical vac- 
cination.— Ep, 


wow 
WANTS X-RAY APPARATUS. 


4 
ve 


I was very sorry not to see you on my 
recent trip to Chicago, but on calling at 
the city office I found that you had start- 
ed for Colorado on the day that I starte«! 
for Chicago. I wanted to tell you what 


. 


I thought of the CLinic and your “com- 
mercialism” of which we hear so much 
I think its all right; keep it up 
and don’t let ’em bluff you. 

[ would like to request, through the 
columns of the Criinic that makers of 


X-ray apparatus, coils, Crookes’ tubes, 


lately. 


photo-therapeutic apparatus, and publish- 
ers of books on these subjects should fully 
inform me as to what they have; my 
visit to Chicago resulted in the addition 
of two more coils to my outfit. 

Wishing you all kinds of success, I 
remain, Very truly yours, 

G. H. S., M. D. 
, Colorado. 


70° 


Our latch-string is alwaysout and some 
Glad to see 


Advertisers please re- 


of us are always at home. 

you any time. 

spond.—Epb. 
WM 


MORE SMALLPOX, 


A VOICE FROM A FOREIGN LAND. 


Away down here in southern Mexico 
we have the smallpox like the poor—al- 
ways with.us. 
virulent, in first one part then another. 
In the tropics proper it is nearly always 


[t runs in epidemics, very 


of a mild form, but in the mountains it is 
as hard as you care to cure, and of the 
@@e @ 


While morphine may relieve pains of the di- 
gestive apparatus, it is not as effectual or as 
prompt as cannabis, or chloroform by mouth. 
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gangrenous type. 
of 60 to die in three weeks—the poor 
foolish Indian refusing all 
“This was a rare case as Mr. Indian is al- 


I have known 27 out 
medicines. 


ways willing to take anything you give 
him and ask for more. Here is the rec- 
ord of one case: 

Called at my office 6 p. m. to go and 
see an Indian with smallpox, one mile 
across the river stepping from stone to 
stone. First question : “Got any money ?” 
“Yes, a little.” “All right.” 
my $25.00 Mexican money in advance, 
and we started. Found Mr. Indian flat 
on the damp ground with a few rags and 
gunny sacks for bedding. Room was 
about 6x8 feet and 6 feet high. The 
stench was enough to overpower one. 


I secured 


Patient a mass of pustules with gangrene 
started. Very feeble pulse, hardly per- 
ceptible and about 150. 
C. (over 105 F.) 
closed, nose stopped up; bleeding from 


Temperature 41 
Eyes swollen and 


ears and covered all over naked breast 
and arms with blood, pus and dirt from 
scratching. Patient delirious, moaning 
and rolling his head from side to side. 
Treatment: Gave at once gr. 1-300 
glonoin with teaspoonful of tincture of 
aconite (I didn’t have your alkaloidal 
granules then) ; then four ounces of cas- 
tor oil slowly trickling into the mouth as 
fast as could be swallowed. I mixed up 
one-half pint carbolic acid and had the 
patient bathed by sponge bath all over 
and put in a clean bed. In this length 


of time, perhaps one-half hour, my In- 


dian was sweating and had stopped 
moaning. I gave another 1-300 glonoin 


with 1-30 sulph. strychnine and soon had 
a perceptible pulse. Leaving 1 oz. tinct. 
aconite in 8 oz. of water, teaspoonful 
every hour, together with 4 oz. carbolat- 
ed petroleum vaselin, I then opened my 


The Alkaloidal Clinic 





“What 


“Yes, sir, baking pow- 


baking powder can. you say, 
baking powder ?” 
der. I always use it in such cases.” Put 
a level teaspoonful in 4 oz. water as soon 
him 
plenty of this and let him drink all he 
could, 


as patient could swallow. Gave 


even 60 ounces per. day, 
The ears stopped bleeding as soon as 
perspiration took place; nose cleared out 
by vaselin by next morning. Two app! 
cations of tincture of iodine on glands of 
neck stopped the swelling. 

In five days Mr. Indian was well, and 
had his and 


bless my house, medicines, myself, my 


medicine man come over 
wife, baby, dog, money, parrot, horse, in 
fact, the entire shooting match. He 
kissed the back of my hand, knelt before 
me and prayed, then borrowed fifty cents 
and went away. The fame of that curing 
went all over the state of Durango. Mr. 
Indian did not forget me either, as many 
dozens of eggs, young chickens to fry, 
wild honey, stone-work and garden truck 
were constantly left in my kitchen by 
him. I have used baking powder in lit 
erally thousands of cases of smallpox, 
all over Mexico, the past fourteen years. 
and always with good—never with bad 
results. 
Cuas, A. Baitey, M. D. 
Perez, Mexico. 
—:0:— 

The baking powder employed was sim 
ply a form of potassium bitartrate, and 
undoubtedly the latter would accomplish 
the same result.—Ep. 

ww 
ELIMINATION. 
In reading my medical journals I no- 


tice in many a decided tendency to insist 
on elimination as the chief factor in the 
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For the severer forms of gastrointestinal 
pains, the choleras, atropine far excels mor- 
phine in efficiency. 





large doses of 
doses trifling. 


In dysentery the use of 
opiates is deadly, of small 
Emetin is the great remedy. 
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treatment of disease. The ALKALOIDAL 
Ciinic has taken the lead in this direc- 
tion, and if it does nothing more than 
teach physicians in general the important 
art of successfully cleaning and keeping 
clean the natural channels through which 
Nature eliminates the waste products, 
which are in part the necessary resuit 
of “her human physiological laboratory,” 
it will have gained a niche in the temple 
of fame that will outlast the ages. 

That simple “Saline Laxative” may 
look quite insignificant in the eyes of a 
learned profession, as it stands among an 
imposing array of antitoxin serums and 
many so-called specifics ; nevertheless, by 
the proper use of it and others of analo- 
gous nature, the call for serums will de- 
cline, and poor humanity will be deliv- 
ered from many woes. 

However, I am a believer in antitoxin 
treatment when it is necessary. But 
elimination is antitoxin treatment in one 
important sense: It diminishes the tox- 
ins; hence by elimination toxin neutraliz- 
ers will seldom be called for in the prac- 
tice of medicine. 

It would be well for all physicians to 
read the story of the man who was di- 
rected by the Prophet to go and dip seven 
times in Jordan; and they perhaps would 
not despise the simple things, like sa- 
lines, and their therapeutic applications. 

| have practised medicine in this state 
over two years, and have not lost a pa- 
tient while under my charge and direc- 
tion. And my field of practice has not been 
small. In all my treatment of diseased con- 
“elimination” has taken the first 
I have also used very largely the 
alkaloids and sulphocarbolates in my 
practice. The alkaloids by intelligent se- 


ditions 
place. 


lection and application are in reality anti- 
toxins of the first class. 
2e¢©ee@ @ 


To seek to stop a diarrhea by the use of 
plates is to show yourself a tyro in the art 
of therapeutics, and a bad beginner. 


“Wash and be clean ;” 
Wash inside and outside. 
Wash, wash, “and come seeing.” 
Wash and be clean, morally and phys- 
ically. 
G. W. Peck, M. D. 
Dos Palos, Cal. 


—:0:— 


After all, is not the recognition of the 
essentiality of elimination a pretty good 
test that the doctor has reached a plane 
higher than the mere drugger ?—Ep. 


Me ove Me 
ALKALOIDS. 


The alkaloids have come to stay. 
Regardless of what others say. 

The older schools must fall in line, 
Or drink the dregs of tasteless wine. 


R. H. Huppteston, M. D. 
Miami, Fla. 


—:0o:-=— 

Yes, howl it down till your face is black! 

But Progress never once turns back. 

The day will come when our foe will rank 

With the anti-vaccination crank. 
—EDITor. 
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ve Y 


ve ¥ 


HUMORAL PATHOLOGY, 


Allow me a protest against the “Hu- 
of Andral. | 
agree that minute particles of medicine 


moral” doctrines cannot 
enter the circulation to produce those re- 
markable effects which we witness when 
they are administered by the stomach. 
That ‘berberine contracts the congested 
spleen and forces out the malarial plas- 
modium. into the blood, where it can be 
destroyed by arsenic,” does not accord 
with the teachings of physiology. Medi- 
can only enter the circulation 
through two channels, the lacteals and 


cine 


The lacteals will take 
up only such materials as go to nourish 
«es @ 


the lymphatics. 


Clear out the bowels of their irritating con- 
tents and diarrhea will cease without your 
astringents or anodynes. 
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the body ; the lymphatics only such as are 
to be eliminated from the body. ber- 
berine the 
through the lacteals in appreciable quan- 
tity, and it remains to be proven that 
any of it is taken up at all. If the spleen 
is affected by the agent it is done through 


To 


could reach spleen only 


reflex action of the nervous system. 
claim that 1-500 attenuations must be 
“absorbed” and “assimilated” before they 
can serve as a remedy, seems to be ab- 
surd. 

Your work to supply the profession 
with reliable agents and corresponding 
doses, cannot be too highly commended ; 
but your high potencies serve to prove 
the fallacy of the absorption theory. I 
can discover a special merit in your jour- 
nal which places it above others, and that 
is the urging of small and oft-repeated 
doses of a reliable drug. I am _ using 
these preparations and findthem true,and 
will continue to do so; but must not be 
confused by the journal’s idea of “modus 
operandi.” 1 insist that the blood is not 
the primary seat of disease, but the solids 
or organs which make blood and are un 
der special control of the nervous system. 
The blood is not under direct control of 
the nervous system. Its properties can- 
not be altered by direct action of medi- 
cinal agents through absorption. The 
blood can be influenced only through or- 
gans that make blood, and those organs 
the 
3y impressions made 


are under the absolute control of 
nervous system. 
upon blood making organs through the 
nervous system, we alter their properties 
from a pathologic to a physiologic state, 
or vice versa. I have been trying through 
your journal to draw attention to these 
facts, and am in hopes more study wili 
be given the subject, for I insist that no 
intelligent use can be made of remedial 

2e¢©ee@e@ @ 


Rhubarb, castor oil and salines are the first 
remedies in diarrheas. till the irritant is re- 
moved, with local heat for pain, 
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agents without a correct knowledge of 
their mode of operating. 
T. J. Scorr, M. D, 
Alvin, Texas. 
—:0:— 


Whether a remedy acts directly upon 
the tissues or through the medium of 
the nervous system is a matter of experi 
ment rather than argument. Berberine 
injected hypodermically is found to act 
intestinal 
Whether the circulation carries the drug 


on the musculature, ete, 
directly to the muscular fibers or to the 
nerve centers controlling them, is to me 
a matter of less importance than the fact 
of the effect produced, and its remedial 
value.—Ep. 


oe of of 
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MEDICAL PRACTICE BY CLERGY. 


item about 


Kroeger, the priest physician, 


I note in the CLINIC 
lather 


an 
alluding to his success as “quackery.” In 
what does quackery consist? In healing? 
Does a doctor become quack when in 
vested with the priesthood? Does 
thereby lose his qualifications and his 
medical attainments? If so, the late 
world-renowned Dr. Debreyne, a mem 
ber of the Paris medical faculty, was the 


he 


prince of quacks, for he became not only 
a priest but a Trappist monk, and con 
tinued to practise from the monastery) 
J. D. 
Wisconsin. 


2-0; 


I have no evidence whatever to show 
that Father Kroeger is a physician or au- 
Further than this, 

it is hardly a fair thing for the other 
physicians of a place, for the clergyman 
to use the advantages of his sacred call 
-ing to take the bread out of the other 


ee @ 


thorized to practice. 


In intestinal maladies morphine soothes ex 
cited peristalsis, but very small doses of atro 
pine do the same thing better, 
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physicians’ mouths. If you know that 
he is a regular qualified and registered 
physician, I will very cheerfully with- 


draw the term ‘“quack.”—Eb. 


eM 
TAPE-WORM. 


Tape-worm remedy received, prepara- 
tory treatment carried out and the next 
morning ten drams of the remedy was 
given at 7a. m. In just twenty minutes 
a twenty-four foot worm came away 
dead, and all the remedy did was to make 
the patient a little sick at the stomach, 
and everything had a far away look. 
Kight drams would have been enough, 
but this was the first time I had used it, 
and I was anxious to get the worm at 
first treatment. 

Patient stated that the rectum felt as 
though it was paralyzed, defecation very 
painful with bleeding. These symptoms 
only lasted a few days, 

D. Anperson, M. D. 

Ashton, S. D. 


4 hf Ob 
a 


CONGRESS OF TUBERCULOSIS. 


Since my attendance as a delegate to 
the British Congress of Tuberculosis in 
London last summer, I have wondered 
why we Americans cannot get up a con- 
that 
amount of interest and do as much good 


gress, would arouse the same 
for humanity as the British congress 
did. 

My suggestion to further this end is 
to hold a World’s Congress of Tuber- 
culosis in. St. Louis, during the World’s 
Fair which will be in 1904. 

Will you give your aid to 
movement ? 


such a 
If so, will you kindly give 
us your idea of such a gathering in your 
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next issue and send me a marked copy 
of same? I wish to compile the whole 
in a pamphlet giving due credit to each 
new suggestion. This compilation of 
the opinion of the leading editors we 
can take as a safe criterion of the sen- 
timent of the profession at large. 

Roughly, my idea is to form an advis- 
ory or organizing council, composed of 
the editor of each medical journal, the 
president of each state board of health, 
and of each state and other medical so- 
cieties, and let them organize and shape 
the matter 

Georce Brown, M. D. 
\tlanta, Ga. 


ies 


We will gladly do all in our power 
to favor such 2 movement, and will call 


editorial attention to it.—Ep, 
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SMALLPOX. 


Powdered digitalis and zine sulphate 
form an excellent remedy for small- 
pox. This remedy when used as a gargle 
is most excellent for the ulcerated throat 
caused by smallpox. I have now a case 
on hand which was benefited as soon as 


He has 


been subject to tonsillitis and ulcerated 


he began to take the remedy. 


sore throat for several years. But as 
before stated, to be a remedy the pow- 
dered digitalis and zine sulphate must 
be of good quality. 

A bottle ca to be of this mixture 
was brought to me last week which was 
worthless. It was filled at a neighboring 
drugstore. The sample of the zinc sul- 
phate looked like a white powder, digi- 
talis floated on the water like dry snuff. 
Tt is well known that the dishonest drug- 
gists and manufacturers of drugs look 


eee e @ Se 


In dysentery the tenesmus is relieved by 
hot enemas better than by any combination 
of anodynes ever put together. 


Morphine was once the only remedy for in- 
somnia of every form, but now no one thinks 
of it except some old back number, 
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only to profits, and a number of dis- 


honest doctors, belonging to every 
school, decry every remedy which they 
think 


diminish their profits. 


may supersede their own or 
Many of the doc- 
tors who persecuted Jenner were of this 
They wanted no 


class. remedy for 


smallpox. They lived on pestilence and 
disease. The same class exist to-day 
and are cunning enough, if not wise 
enough, to make money by vaccinating 
people and treating smallpox. But that 
class of vampires are not confined to 
Every professional calling, as- 
and society, is cursed 
scoundrels and hypocrites, “but every- 
thing works out right to those who serve 
the Lord.” 

To your credit the little alkaloidal pills 
and granules are reliable. They are 
indeed a help in time of trouble and can 
The 


if the trusts were 


doctors. 


sociation with 


be depended upon. world would 
be better like that 
trust which is placed in the alkaloidal 
remedies. 

There is a caution to be used with 
the carbolic water liniment in smallpox. 
It aggravates the symptoms where the 
skin feels dry or burns. Indeed, carbolic 
acid should not be used on any person 
whose skin and tissues are not full, but 
are dry and withered. 

W. F. Pearson, M. D. 


Mountain View, Okla. 
we owe 
GAS POISORSING. 


Lady, 62, poisoned from illuminating 
gas on April 18, 10:30 a. m. Found her 
in the third stage of carbonic oxide poi- 
soning, low grade of blood 
shallow frequent pulse. 

Treatment: Gave plenty of fresh air, 


and sent for consultation. Physician of 


pressure, 
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reputation came, and gave hypodermic 
of apomorphine gr. 1-10 often; stomach 
pump could not be used; started artifi 
cial respiration and kept it up for six 
teen hours; gave apomorphine, strych 
nine gr. 1-30 often, catheterized bladder, 
bottled the urine for analysis; rectal 
washing, saline solution and feeding. 
Continued 
hours at 


vomiting for eighteen 
frothy ; 


slight bleeding of gums, flushing and 


intervals, greenish, 


skin—arsenic 
Pupils 


hyperemic condition of 


symptoms. Morphine: con 
tracted, no reaction to light, muscles re 
laxed, lower jaw falls, skin alternates, 
pale, livid, cyanotic, respiration slow, ir 
regular, stertorous, mucous rales, heart 
slow, pulse feeble, compressible. 

General treatment given from April 
18, 10.30 a. m. till April 20, 5.57 p. m. 
when patient died. 

First Artificial 
catheterization of bladder, rectal wash- 


day. respiration, 
ing and feeding, saline solution, apomor 
phine, strychnine and iron. 

Second day. Catheterization, rectal 
saline solution, food by stomach retained, 
3ovinine, Panopepton, beef tea, diluted 
alcohol, sponge bath. Mind cleared and 
recognized friends. 

Third day. 9.30 a. m. Catheterization, 
rectal feeding and ‘saline — solution, 
stomach feeding, hypodermic injection, 
strychnine gr. 1-30; resting well, pulse 
respiration and 


strong, temperature 


good, mind clearing well. Left the pa- 
Called 4 p. m., 


same day, found sudden change for the 


tient for a few hours. 


bad; sent for consulting physician and 
started artificial respiration, saline so- 
lution by rectum. Hypodermic injection 
of iron, glonoin gr. 1-100, strychnine gr. 
I-30, 


alcohol, carbonate of ammonia. 


eew~- ee ee @ 


Don’t use deceit, falsehood or even sugges- 
tion in treating drug habits. They are insults 
to the patient’s manhood. 


Call on the manhood of the morphine ha 
bitue and you will always find it ready to re 
spond manfully, yes, nobly. 
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Respiration gave out at 5.57. Was kept 
alive 54% hours. 

Pulse imperceptible at times and faint, 
ranging from 60 to 100, respiration from 
12 to 24 per minute. 


80 to 106. 


Temperature from 


This to my mind is a very unusual 
combination of poisons and conditions. 
\ny enlightment upon the case will be 
thankfully received. 

J. T. Ospapeston, M. D. 

Detroit, Mich. 


\ new poisoning occurred on the third 
day. 

The effects of illuminating gas inhala- 
should have passed off in that 


Ep. 


tion 
time. 


HOW ARE THESE FACTS 
EXPLAINED? 


1. When called to a confinement, af- 
ter making an examination, quick as 
thought in the last ten years a time flash- 
es to my mind, and invariably—I have 
never known it to fail—the child is born 
at that time. If the thought says 8 sharp, 
tlhe child is sure to be born exactly at 8. 
Once at 4 a. m. in a primipara I ex- 
amined and said 4 p. m, sharp, without 
thinking; and as the clock struck 4 the 
child was born. 

Last evening a child was born at 
8:30. I 2p. m. and 8 
o'clock or after flashed through my 
mind; and I did not expect the child 
at 8 sharp but knew it would be born 
before QO. 


examined at 


2. The youngest child hurt herself 
by a fall to the floor at 7 p.m. My 
That 
night she could not sleep well because 


wife was over 100 miles away. 


@@e¢ 

The resort of the morphine patient to de- 

ception and falsehood is a condemnation of 
your method of treatment and management. 


she knew the child had been hurt. Early 
next morning she lost no time in tele- 
“Was D. 


Tell me all about 


phoning home and asking: 
hurt badly last nigltt ? 
it.” 

3. Early one morning I awoke, and 
felt impelled to go to the telephone and 
call my wife up, who was then in Salt 
Lake City; and I did not expect her re- 
turn for several weeks. Messages gen- 
erally went by way of Logan, but I could 
not get the operator there, so called up 
Ogden; and the operator there recog- 
nized my name, and said on the evening 
before, after our station was closed, ny 
wife had tried to telephone me to meet 
her Sunday at a station ten miles distant 
at a certain train. I just had time to 
reach the train as she alighted. 

4. My wife’s mother exclaimed sud- 
denly that her friend many miles distant 
was dead. She had received no news 
whatever that this friend was sick, yet 
in two hours a telegram came, stating 
that the party was dead. 

5. I received a telephone message to 
come to Mrs. S., who was very sick 
eight miles away. On the road a strange 
feeling came over me, as though an in- 
visible being was trying to tell me some- 
I caught the idea that the pa- 
and so let my horse 


thing. 
tient 
take it easier. When I reached the house 


was dead, 


I found the patient had been dead just 
half an hour. 

I knew nothing of this case until 
called over the telephone to come in 
Had I reached it one hour ear- 
lier, I should have lost my first female 


patient between 13 and 55 vears of age, 


haste. 


in twelve years of active practice. 

These incidents tend to my mind to 
prove thought-transference from mind 
to mind through a 


sort of wireless 


eee €@ 


Trust the cocainist and to him you are a 
fool. Don’t trust him, and he says you are 
a brute! Be a brute, by all means. 
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What this has to do with 
the phenomena of accurately timing sev 


telegraphy. 


eral hundred births, and never falling 
into the mistake of timing a false alarm, 
may not be quite clear to most people, 
unless other veils of existence prenatal 
and post mortal are supposed. 

Many people will say the above ex- 
periences are coincidences, as magnified 
by a marvel-loving mind, and yet is it 
really requiring a greater stretch of im 
that 
brains under some conditions may com- 


agination to believe sympathetic 
municate over great distances, than to 
that 


ically constructed can do this? 


know certain instruments mechan- 
Of what use, some will ask, is this 
This: If 


some ci mdi- 


line of thought to doctors? 


human minds may under 
tions have a telegraphy of their own, the 
fact is worth knowing; for it may in- 
fluence life, health and sanity, and from 
a medical standpoint is practical, if from 
any. 

C. E. Boynton, M. D. 


Los Banos, Cal. 


oe oe . 
we & 


MALAPROP. 


Pentaur in the 
May Cuinic are of great interest, but he 


The observations of 


does not seem to have met the extremely 
well-read man who has eaten his dietary 
because the injection of some kinds of 
food upsets his indigestion and makes 
him caustic. He has not insulted a doc- 
tor before to get advice because it is 
costive and deduces pretension of the 
gnomonical cavity. 

In the treatment of such cases, if com- 
plications over the ghastly region fail 
[ have found replication of a blister low 
down behind over the sternum reduces 


e¢e@ @ 


Tt is easy to stop the use of morphine, even 
without suffering. To enable one to stay 
stopped, taxes your art. 
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saltatory defects, invents pronation and 
This 


contention to the 


incubitus. reduces belief but if 


stubborn, mammary 
canal will cure. 
G. M. AyLeswortu, M. D. 
Collingwood, Can. 


Mrs, Malaprop left a very numerous 
family.—Ien, 
WM 


COLLECTING MEDICINAL PLANTS 


The late Dr. Wood, of Wilmington, 
N. C., said, so I am informed, that thet 
were more varieties of medicinal plants 
within a radius of ten miles of that city 
than in any other equal space in the 
world; more than six hundred. 

I am a new-comer, and his short book 
had limited publication and I have not 
been able to get a copy. If some expert 
botanist would explore the field, this 
much good and 
Hundreds of the 


unemployed would gather if they knew 


county particularly, 


profit might accrue. 


what and when. Send someone. 
W. W. Garruers, M. D. 
Shallotte, N C. 


Why not do it yourself? Any good 
botany will answer and any druggist 


tell what is salable.— 


we 


GOOD AT HOME 


AND ABROAD. 


Closing a letter one of our medical 
friends has to say :— 

[I have just returned from a trip ‘9 
the Orient and found both on the boat 
and a long trip through Palestine on 
horseback, and up through Egypt. 
abundant opportunity to test the virtw 
ee 

Of what use is it to deprive the confirmed 


morphinist of all that makes life endurable. 
if you cannot secure subsequent comfort? 
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of the alkaloidal granules, and they 
came to the front every time. They 
seemed to knock out all the other medi- 
cines that were in use. 

Yours very truly, 

M. B. W. 
Nebraska, May 26, 1902. 

—:0o:— 

awake to 


Some time the world will 


T hope we 
join in the 


the value of alkalometry. 
both will be here to 
shout.—Ep. 
MM 
“If thar’s a mortgage on the town—go 
hunting ! 
If this whole country’s upside down— 
go hunting! 
Just take the whole durned thing in 
fun,— 
Thar’s game! 
your gun—go hunting!” 


, 


Thar’s game! So get 


—Tennessee Philosopher. 
we oe oy 


TEACHING MATERIA MEDICA, 


On picking up my CiriNic for July, the 
first article I was that on the 


I feel like 


throwing up my hat and giving three 


struck 
teaching of materia medica. 


cheers to you for this long-needed arti- 
cle. Over a year ago I called your atten- 
tion to the matter and urged you then to 
take up the subject. 

| commenced when the lancet and cal- 
omel were the sheet anchors, but gladly 
gave them up when more advanced views 
appeared. When my attention was called 
to the alkaloidal method I fell 
naturally, 


into it 

[ have often wondered since, 

how I ever got on without it. 
Keep up the agitation. 


vast deal of good. 


It will do a 
You editors have been 
too patient with these professors of Ma- 
teria Medica, ete. 
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Would it not be a fine thing for the 
readers of the CLINIcs to raise a fund and 
endow a chair of Applied Therapeutics in 
some good college? For one I would be 
willing to do my share. 

I could not resist the desire to thank 
you for this timely article, which I felt 
It is the 
Who will keep it up? 


sure would come in good time. 
first clarion peal. 
Only recently a young graduate met me, 
an honor man in one of our best Eastern 
colleges. I found him all right on path- 
ology and diagnosis, but as to applied 
therapeutics utterly deficient—seemed to 
scorn such things. I opened his eyes on 
the alkaloidal methods ; made him a con- 
vert. 

In the meetings of the county medical 
society I bring it up constantly until now , 
they call me a crank. But the crank 
surely worketh. I propose to bring the 
matter before the alumni of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, in a strong article 
at the next meeting, following your sug- 
gestion in the July article. You have 
been our professor for many years, and 
your good work, like yeast, is spreading, 
although you don’t get as much credit 
as you should for your long and patient 
labors. Dr. Shaller also deserves com- 
mendation for his work along the same 
lines as yours. 


S. A. Kemp, M. D. 
Callicoon Depot, N. Y. 


—:0:— 
Agitation is the begetter of wisdom. 
—Ep. 
Me ve 
TYPHOID FEVER. 


A diagnosis of typhoid fever having 
been made, I first attempt to correct any 
unsanitary conditions present ; isolate the 


eee @@ @ ES 


Don’t try to cure morphinism unless the 
patient wants to be cured and can be cured, 
and you can do it, surely! 


The first rule in treating morphinism is to 
remember you are dealing with a_ broken, 
weakly, ailing human being. 
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patient as far as possible; select an ex- 
perienced nurse whenever the financial 
condition of the patient will permit; in- 
struct members of the household in no 
way to interfere with the duties of the 
nurse, who is in turn instructed to be on 
the lookout for and immediately report 
complications. 

Absolute quietness is enjoined and all 
unnecessary articles removed from the 
sick-room, which until the period of con- 
valescence I prefer to be slightly dark 
ened. As the disease progresses, more 
than one nurse is needed in order to in 
sure the best possible attention. Very 
much depends upon the appearance and 
demeanor of the nurse. 

Throughout the course of the disease 
sterilized water is allowed in small quan- 
tities frequently repeated, while during 
the height of the fever small pieces of ice 
are held in the mouth. Manufactured ice 
is to be preferred. 

So long as the temperature does not 
rise above 102 I direct that the patient 
be sponged with warm water slightly 
acidulated with vinegar; when, after the 
surface has been thoroughly dried, alco- 
hol is rubbed in. This is repeated as often 
as seems proper. The ice-cap is used 
tem- 
perature runs high, | direct that the sur- 


face be sponged with acidulated cold wa- 


when delirium occurs; and if the 


ter, the temperature of which is deter- 
An 


ice-bag to the nape of the neck assists 


mined by the height of the fever. 


in quieting delirium and reducing tem- 
perature. 

The mouth is kept scrupulously clean 
by the use of Glyco-Thymoline, Listerine, 
or boric acid solution, after feedings, 
while alcohol is early and methodically 
employed on parts pressure upon which 
may produce bed-sores. As an applica- 

e¢e@ ee € 


The second rule in treating morphinism is 


never to forget the rst, and to be merciful, 
patient and sympathetic. 
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tion to bed-sores | prefer calendula cerate 
spread on sterilized gauze and changed 
three or four times during 24 hours 


The thermometer used is kept 
mersed in some antiseptic solution When 
not in use. Too frequent disturbance of 
the patient is the subject of cautionary di 
rections. He or she should not be un 
necessarily fussed with. 

The first medication used is a tablet 
of calomel and soda, to which I add on: 
of emetin, both being given every | 
or 2 hours until the bowels show signs of 
the effect of the medicine, when a dos 
of seidlitz salt is administered. 

I am satisfied that I have very favora 
bly the 


phoid cases by the early and _ persisten 


modified course of several t\ 
use of baptisin, the special indications for 
which are hebetude, mild delirium, and 
a brown coating on the middle and hack 
part of the tongue. So long as that con 
dition exists I give baptisin at about 
three-hour intervals. 

The early use of the W-A Intestinal 
Antiseptic is begun, one tablet being giy 
en about every two hours, dissolved in 
quite warm water, and wintergreen added 
if the patient seriously objects to the 
taste. Codeine is added if there be ab 
dominal pain. The sulphocarbolates are 

the 
proved as to character and frequency. |! 


continued until stools become im 
frequently use them in smaller doses and 
longer intervals up to convalescence. 

For constipation I prefer rectal enema 
ta of warm saline solution (a teaspoon 
ful to the quart), together with an occa- 
sional dose of seidlitz salt. 

If malaria apparently figures in th 
causation, IT administer quinine arsenate 
Medicinally, for the re- 
duction of the fever, I use Defervescent 


for a few days. 


Comp. No. 1, or Dosimetric Trinity No. 
e«¢e @ 


The third rule in treating morphinism is to 
be attentive and watchful, never overlooking 
what may prove dangerous. 
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1, according to the height of the fever 
and the condition of the pulse. 

Insomuch as alcoholics tend to precipi- 
tate pepsin, I prefer the continuous use 
of strychnine arsenate, combined with 
strophanthin, when the conditions seem 
to call for stimulation. Glonoin is added . 
if the peripheral circulation be poor. | 
prefer strophanthin to digitalin, frequent- 
ly combining caffeine. 

This brings us to the question of nour- 
ishment, and on this subject I hold very 
decided views, not in accord with those 
of many of my _ professional brethren. 
In my judgment typhoid patients are fre- 
quently overfed. Especially during the 
height of the fever, digestion being de- 
cidedly impaired, I prefer the adminis- 
tration of foods small! in bulk and that 
can be absorbed from the stomach. For 


this reason I do not use milk in any 


form, my preference being for Bovinine 
in teaspoonful doses, to each of which 
are added a few drops of lemon juice. 
Valentine's and Wyeth’s meat juices are 
favorites with me. Not until the period 
the abdominal 


conditions permit, do I use small quanti- 


of convalescence, when 
ties of malted milk, cereal milk or pep- 
tonized milk, returning to the meat juices 
I have used Mat- 
zoon in many cases, but my main reliance 


should they disagree. 
ison Bovinine. No matter how carefully 
milk is peptonized or otherwise prepared, 
it will disagree with many patients. It 
is too bulky and the casein is liable to 
do harm. 

In intestinal hemorrhage I use opium 
in small doses, with strychnine arsenate 
sufficient to balance up the circulation. 

I believe that the use of milk punch in 


such cases is pernicious, as the open 


blood-vessels are apt to be irritated by 
@@@ @ 


‘n treating morphinism all pains that are 
relievable only by morphine are due to that 
drug and not to disease, 


In 
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the casein of the milk, while the use of 
whisky or brandy simply results in the 
pumping of more blood into the intesti- 
nal canal. Intestinal hemorrhage will oc- 
cur very infrequently when the sulpho- 
carbolates are persistently used, 

I forgot to mention the use of hyos- 
cyamine and gelsemin in cerebral dis- 
turbance, and hot turpentine stupes in 
tympanites. 

The 


usually arise from improper and over- 


troubles during convalescence 


feeding and over-medication. The ab- 
dominal conditions permitting, I meet 
convalescence with the use of the soft 
parts of milk toast, tea, corn starch in 
fluid form, custards, baked apple, well- 
cooked cereals, fresh fruits, cocoa, and 
shredded wheat biscuit, passing on to 
fresh soft-boiled or poached eggs, steaks, 
chops, vegetables and light puddings, 
etc., together with the use of a mixture 
of dilute hydrochloric acid, tinct. nux 
Solid food is 
not allowed until several days after the 


vomica and Malto-pepsin. 


temperature becomes and remains nor- 
mal, and even then: the character and 
quantity of that allowed is very carefully 
considered. Sunlight and fresh air are 
indispensable adjuncts to food in assist- 
ing recovery. 

To recapitulate: 

1. Isolate patient and allow plenty of 
fresh air, 

2. Pay strict attention to asepsis in- 
ternally and externally. 

3. Don’t overfeed or over-medicate. 

4. Look out for bad effects from a milk 
diet. 

Horace R. Powe tt, M. D. 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


” 


ses OF 


One important point that Dr. Powell 
has overlooked in his excellent paper is 
ee @ 

In treating the morphine habit do not let 


the patient brood over his need of the drug 
and auto-suggest it, 





986 


the disinfection of the stools. I have 
never known doctor or nurse who did 
this effectually, or gave the subject the 
attention it deserves. It is not enough to 
pour a little disinfectant into the vessel 
and immediately empty it, as the cleanly 
nurse always does, anxious to get the 
foul stuff out as soon as possible. Ex- 
periment has shown that fresh white- 
wash is an effective disinfectant, easily 
procured and cheap. Let each stool be 
passed directly into a vessel containing 
freshly strong 


whitewash, and allowed to stand there for 


2 quarts of prepared 
at least an hour before it is emptied. This 
gives the time requisite to destroy the 
bacteria, and such stools will not be the 
means of spreading the malady, as so 
frequently occurs for want of such pre- 
cautions.—Eb. 
MM 


MICROSCOPY. 


I have an odd case of pneumonia. 
While searching for the pneumococcus 
I also found the tubercle bacillus in con- 
I have both germs 
We never suspected 


siderable numbers. 
on the same slide. 
the latter. 


L. R. Markey, M. D. 
Whatcom, Wash. 


—:0:-- 


Your case shows the advantage of the 


doctor’s using the microscope as a 


routine.—Eb. 


Ld ie 
ww 


WHY GIVE QUININE IN 
FEVER? 


TYPHOID 


To say that quinine does no good in 
typhoid fever is to put it very mildly. 
To affirm that it is toxic, that it actually 
does harm, that all the symptoms are ag- 
gravated, are not only more severe but 
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also more persistent; that the disease is 
protracted from two to four weeks longer 
than it would otherwise last, and that in 
the cases so treated the mortality is 
greatly increased, fully accords with m\ 
experience in a large general practice 
covering a period of twenty years. 

During the greater part of the first 
half of the time, I am sorry to say, | 
treated my typhoid patients with quin‘ne 
secundum artem, with a mortality of 
from 10 to 20 per cent. But very unsat- 
isfactory to me at the time, and startling 
now, it was not so startling then because 
I was following the orthodox plan, and 
could see that my colleagues were hay- 
ing no better results. But though dis- 
satisfied with the treatment and feeling 
that it was not the right thing, for want 
of something better, the fear of beconv:ng 
alien to authorities, etc., it required some 
time and many misgivings to break away 
from it entirely. But each succeeding 
success with gradually diminishing use 
of quinine (and the less quinine the bet- 
ter the success) gave me more courage, 
until I got clear out of Babylon and have 
no desire to return. 

T am somewhat reluctant to affirm that 
I have lost but two cases of typhoid fever 
in the last ten years, both due to perfora- 
tion and resulting peritonitis, and I be- 
lieve chargeable to indiscretion of diet. 
This may appear to smack of egotism to 
some, but in view of the change of treat- 
ment, embracing the abandonment of 
quinine, and in the face of a much great- 
er mortality during each of the preceding 
ten years, it is convincing evidence to me 
that it is not purely good luck or acci- 
dental. 

While quinine in small tonic doses, one 


grain three or four times a day, seems to 


eee @ee @ 


Many patients stopping morphine sleep only 


in a hot bath. Let them lie in it for hours 
and days if agreeable. 


Turn to Bunyan’s account of Christian’s 
fight with Apollyon and you have a picture ol 
the stoppage of morphine unassisted. 
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do less harm during the last stage of the 
fever, after the temperature has well de- 
clined, we have other agents that are 
much better without the objectionable 
features, the one which I prefer being 
strychnine arsenate. 

In full doses as an antipyretic or anti- 
periodic, quinine is a delusion and a 
snare in all stages of the disease, as I 
have demonstrated to my entire satisfac- 
tion repeatedly ; for while it may retard 
or suppress the exacerbation for a time, 
the ultimate effect is to increase and pro- 
tract it, rendering the remission shorter 
and less pronounced, while the exacerba- 
tions are more intense and continuous. 
As an example: Three years ago I had 
a case of typhoid fever in my own fam- 
ily which I studied very closely and treat- 
ed without quinine. The fever began to 
decline about the tenth day and by the 
fifteenth we had almost an intermission ; 
in the morning 99, evening 100-101. 
This continued for two or three days, 
so I thought if there was any virtue in 
quiniue as an antipyretic during the dis- 
ease, it ought certainly to interrupt this 
slight fever with almost a distinct inter- 
mission of several hours’ duration; so I 
was once more prompted to use it, giving 
4 five-grain doses during the remission. 

The first day after beginning the qui- 
nine the morning temp. remained the 
same but the evening temp. was increased 
one degree. The second both morning and 
evening temp. increased one degree the 
third day both morning and evening 
temp. increased two degrees, with ag- 


gravation of other symptoms. I prompt- 


ly discontinued the quinine and the fever 
almost as promptly declined, until in four 
or five days it was normal. 


I believe I 
could have protracted it two or three 
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weeks longer if the vitality of the patient 
had been sufficient. And this is not an 


isolated example, for I have demon- 
strated the same thing repeatedly. In the 
beginning of a fever, if the diagnosis is 
in doubt and a malarial element possible, 
[ give quinine two, three or four days, 
until that possibility is eliminated or de- 
lirium begins to develop (which will oc- 
cur if quinine is given in typhoid), when 
I promptly change tactics, discontinue 
quinine and give eliminants to rid the 
system of its effects as soon as possible. 

To recapitulate: Quinine is not cura- 
tive but toxic in typhoid fever; it does 
not shorten but protracts its duration; 
it does not modify but intensifies its se 
verity ; it does not prevent but causes in- 
creased delirium; it suppresses secretion 
and interferes with nutrition ; it enervates 
the patient and produces discomfort, rest 
lessness and insomnia. 

[ am conscious that I am making se- 
rious allegations against this cherished 
but much abused servant, which will no 
doubt have many defenders among those 
who have been more fortunate with it, 
or less ready to impute their misfortune 
to it. But I have been so often disap- 
pointed in its use, even when given in 
connection with the antiseptics, and had 
such a radical change in results after 
abandoning it, that I consider it abso- 
lutely and unequivocally contra-indi- 
cated. 

The one thing needful to make Tire 
ALKALOIDAL CiLINic perfect is a good 
monthly index, alphabetically arranged. 

V. B. Barcrortr, M. D. 

Litchfield, Il. 


‘oOo: 


I do not find any need for quinine in 
typhoid fever, hence never give it.—Eb. 


eee @e@ @ @ 


I have never believed in demoniac posses- 
sion, but the sight of a morphinist fighting for 
freedom shakes my disbelief, 


If there be a demoniac possession it is by 
the devil named morphine. He never loosens 
his grip on his victim willingly. 
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I am greatly in love with the two 
Cuiinics. I get my best aid in emergen- 
cies from the two American Alkalom- 
of the 
They are so definite and so well 


etries and Waugh’s Treatment 
Sick. 
indexed. 
A. B. Bisnop, M. D. 
Los Gatos, Cal. 


TYPHOID 
I carry quite a fair stock of dosimetric 
preparations and use them every day in 
my practice. I have brilliant results fre- 
quently; but sometimes fail in treating 
a case more from lack of knowledge than 
from poor medicine. I might put it bet- 
ter and say, because I fail to make plain 
to my clientéle the method of dosage so 
necessary in dosimetry. 
I received a copy of the Ciinic when 
I was yet in college, and although my 
teaching was along the old line, about the 
first thing I did after graduating was to 
order a few standard alkaloids for my 
pocket case. I carry many of the older 
preparations in stock, yes, and a few pro- 
When I treat a case I 
want to get the best possible result; and 


I don’t care a fip whether the medicine 


prietary ones. 


is regular, homeopathic or eclectic. 

If seen early I can jugulate typhoid 
fever by using cathartics and intestinal 
antiseptics. I generally use zinc sulpho- 
carbolate following free catharsis, as I 
always feel it is more effective than the 
sodium sulphocarbolate. I will say right 
here, that when I want to cut short an 
attack or where the need is great for 
these preparations, I exhibit them in ten- 
grain doses every two hours night and 
day. I find cases of typhoid fever, how- 
ever, that do not abort by any means, 
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Muscarine powerfully excites salivation, and 
might prove useful in some maladies of the 
mouth mucosa. Try it. 
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but by the use of the above remedies 
with enough Dosimetric Trinity to pro 
tect the equilibrium, I find my cases get 
along well. I do not have delirium 
(thanks to plenty of strychnine), neither 
do I have extreme weakness. 

[ have learned a few things about al 
kalometry. I have learned the value of 
strychnine, quinine and iron arsenates, 
aconitine, hyoscyamine, glonoin and many 
others. 

AS 


Warrensburg, III. 


3oTTs, M. D. 


-——:0:; 


Even bulky doses of calomel do not 
always empty the bowels. If things do 
not go right, flush the colon with warm 
water containing zinc sulphocarbolate er. 
j to the oz.—Eb. 


MM 


METHYLENE BLUE IN 
NEURALGIAS. 


To possess a successful, practical and 
promptly working theory of neuralgia 
is and must be one of the most valued 
and valuable attainments of the general 
practician of medicine. 

Probably we too often assume that a 
tic douloureux, a pleurodynia, a sciati- 
ca, a lumbar or abdominal neuralgia, re- 
turning daily for a length of time, is 
necessarily reflex, or the result of impor- 
tant constitutional disorder. Thereupon 
the patient’s good time is frittered away 
by useless or tedious druggings, by local 
placebos and various shotgun and single 
remedy prescriptions. 

Anstie has written of neuralgia that 
“more commonly than not the apparent 
seat of pain is widely removed from the 
actual seat of the mischief that caused 
it.” And so fully does this statement 
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Muscarine has proved useful as a remerl) 
for sweating, the night sweats of consumptive’ 
especially, Dose, gr, 1-134, 
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agree with beliefs now prevailing that 
many physicians are little disposed to be 
satisfied with a diagnosis of neuralgia, 
since this term represents no adequate 
pathologic conclusion to their minds. 

Nevertheless many of the sometimes 
useful procedures, such as nerve-stretch- 
ing, blistering, galvanism, local anodynes, 
injections of ether or chloroform, are 
based on and often justify the assumption 
of existing local morbidity or pathology 
of an excited nerve tract, in various tics 
and neuralgias. 

To simply and effectively minister to 
the local needs of such affected nerve 
tract may be an immensely greater tri- 
umph therapeutically than to secure re- 
lief from pain by general anodynes, or 
the more or less extended use of con- 
stitutional remedies, alteratives or restor- 
atives. 

My experience with medicinal methyl- 
ene blue in watery solution, I-10 to 1-4 
grain exhibited hypodermatically in the 
painful region or near the source of the 
affected nerve, or at two or more points 
approximating the nerve tract, has been 
quite extensive, and more impressive and 
satisfactory than any other treatment 
ever employed. As will be noticed, the 
dose is 1-10 to 1-20 of that usually pre- 
scribed to be given by the mouth. 

I have adopted methylene blue as a 
permanent factor in my hypodermic 
cases, use it freely and frequently as 
above and without any untoward effects 
other than a slight and brief smarting at 
the point of injection. In the majority 
of cases one injection suffices to cure. 

If nerves could talk, I am persuaded 
that they would tell us of a special and 
friendly affinity for methylene blue medi- 
cinal (Merck), and that they like it to 
be delivered straight through the local 
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Muscarine in overdoses acts as an emetic 
and cathartic, without pain, but with profound 
heart weakness and.cold skin. 
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circulation where they are laboring in 
pain. 
Artuur De Voge, M. D. 
Seattle, Wash. 
—:0: 
They do talk to us, these nerves of 
ours, or at least they try to; but too 
often we do not listen, or fail to interpret 
their message rightfully ; and then we try 
to stifle their indignant protests instead 
of heeding them. Surely Dr, De Voe’s 
method is preferable in every way to the 
too common injection of morphine with 
all its disastrous consequences.—Ep., 


ww 


SWEET SOUNDS. 


You may praise the songs of Homer, 
Chirp the notes of Jennie Lind, 
You may even list in fancy Gilmore’s band. 
You may joy with gay canary 
Or the nightingale in glen, 
But there’s one note yet much sweeter to 
command. 


Hear the mellow chords of sweetness 
From Blind Tom’s piano strands, 
List the strain from Stradivari’s violin, 

But to me above these echoes 
There in life and sweetness stands 

Just one sound that’s really worth 
The ears of men. 


Oh how often at the bedside 
In obedience to the call, 
I tired and sleepy 
been, 
Oh, how filled my soul with rapture 
When I heard that deafening squall. 
’Tis the note that brings us in a note for ten. 


Have waiting, waiting 


’Tis a woman’s cry in labor, 
As she feels the last great pain. 
’Tis the yell that brings to end a 
dread. 
’Tis the voice that tells the doctor 
That his waiting’s o’er again, 
And he may on Morpheus’ bosom rest his 
head. 


mother’s 


—Dr. A. Dudley Bunn. 
Seward, Oklahoma. 
ee 
Muscarine the active principle of the only 
poison mushroom not made harmless by cook- 
ing, is antidoted by atropine. 
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Then the daddy proud and happy, just as if 
he’d done it all, 

Dives into his breeches’ pocket for that ten, 

And the mother weakly murmurs, “Heaven 
bless you doctor dear.” 

And you tell them all how glad you'll be to 
shortly come again! 

Which turns the whole caboodle pale with 
fear. 


Then just as you are settling in your com- 
fortable bed, 

With a heart at peace with all the world of 
men, 

A thundering peal you, 
sweet (?) words are said: 

“Git up, Doc, old Swipesy’s got the jim-jams 
bad again.” 


arouses and these 


—EpIror. 


SCARLATINA. 


In News, Notes and Notions I see a case 
of scarlatina contracted from a letter. 
Several years ago I had a similar case. 
A family in Iowa had scarlatina and sent 
a letter to their relatives here; and in 
about two weeks we had a few cases of 
scarlatina to treat. There had been no 
scarlatina in this part of the country for 
more than a year. Scarlatina, diphtheria 
and all the contagious diseases can be 
conveyed by letter, as the envelope con- 
tains air from the room where the letter 
is sealed. 

D. ANpbErRsON, M, D. 

Ashton, S. D. 


WM 
MALARIA. 


A man, 24, had a siege of malaria in 
Texas, a year ago. Three weeks ago 
I was called and found him with chills— 
back at work in four days. Four days 
later he had a light chill, next day a 
very hard one, congestive. His kidneys 
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While atropine antidotes muscarine perfect- 
ly, the latter is not strong enough to fully 
antidote the former. 
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haa not acted well for some days. Half 
an hour after the hard chill he began to 
pass bloody urine, which continued two 
days and nights. Bowels not free. In 
the first attack he took quinine gr. xx a 
day, with aconite for fever and bismuth 
and salicylate for bowels. The quinine 
was repeated in the second attatk. 

I recollected the discussion in the 
CLINIC on quinine in malarial fever and 
its relation to hematuria. Our southern 
brethren contend that it causes hema 
turia and those of the north say it 
doesn’t. I looked up my back Cuinic: 
and found much on treatment. Gave 
sodium hyposulphite and turpentine 
there recommended. Next day after a 
hard chill I gave big-dose calomel, and 
the bile that passed was a caution. | 
gave no quinine for four days after th 
kidneys struck, and am now giving it in 
two-grain doses five times a day. The 
bowels now move too freely; very ema- 
ciated ; now taking quinine gr. ij, strych- 
nine gr. 1-60, bismuth and salicylate soda. 

A man, 21, seized in February with 
severe headache, pulse go, temp. 97.5, 
constipated; next day temp. 103, pulse 
100. Diagnosed as typhoid fever; temp. 
irregular, not confined to bed after first 
week. Not recovering in three weeks, 
he came tome. Pulse 96 to 112 or more, 
tongue coated; no typhoid. Tender over 
left end of transverse and descending 
colon, several soft, dark, stinking stools 
a day, sleep poor, anorexia. 

Diagnosis, autointoxication and enteri- 
tis or enterocolitis. 

Put him on copper arsenite and silver 
oxide, one granule each every two hours, 
two intestinal antiseptics in hot water 
every three hours for four doses a day, a 
saline cathartic on rising. He improved 
but had irregular fever. Gave quinine gr. 
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Muscarine has been recommended as an 
effective remedy for diabetes insipidus, Dose, 
gr. 1-134 every half hour till sweating. 
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xx daily for a week, with above treat- 
ment, and he improved. Worked on farm 
two weeks, stood it well, easily tired, 
became overheated. A week later I 
found his kidneys inactive, constipated, 
puffy under eyes, ascitic, pulse 96, temp. 
102. 

Ordered hot sweat-baths, nightly ene- 
mas, apocynin two granules eight times 
a day, “antiseptics” five daily, with little 
effect. Increased apocynin to four gran- 
ules, with calomel gr. iij and jalap er. 
This reduced the 
ascites and facial dropsy. The old sore- 
ness over the colon returned as bad as 
Pulse 84, temp. normal. Appetite 
good; three soft stools a day without 
cathartics, sleeps poorly. After I got 
the kidneys and bowels to acting freely 
I put him on the same treatment with 
copper arsenite, silver oxide and potas- 
sium iodide. 


iv, three times a day. 


ever. 


The colon is much better, but there 
is some ascites yet, and while better he 
does not get strong. 
pulse up. 


Exercise sends the 
I suspect tubercular peritoni- 
tis. 
W. E. Dopps, M. D. 
Richland, Iowa. 


==, Oo 


I think your treatment is good, and 
would only add that the bowels must be 
kept clear and aseptic; and after empty- 
ing them thoroughly, flush the kidneys 
by throwing a pint or more of warm sa- 
line solution into the colon and leaving 
it there; stopping the ingress of malaria 
by making him use only boiled water and 
stay in the house at night, keeping out 
the mosquitoes. Give enough intestinal 
antiseptics daily to keep the stools odor- 
less, 

Your second case looks to me like 
tubercular peritonitis and I would advise 
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The specific indication for muscarine is said 
to be pressing pain in the occiput. Dose, gr. 
1-134 every half hour. 
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an operation. In the meantime keep the 
colon flushed with antiseptic solutions; 
and give juglandin gr. 1-6, rhus tox, and 
copper arsenite gr. 1-100, every two 
hours while awake. 


OUR CLINIC. 


I saw the CLinic when a glance 
Showed it in its first knee-pants. 
Just a little two-by-four— 

Only that and nothing more. 
Alkaloids forevermore 

Were its stock and store. 

Then to grow it soon began, 

And now, behold. it is a man. 
Abbott nursed it pretty well, 
Gave it pap for quite a spell. 
Then gave “Laxative” awhile 

To “clean out” its surplus bile. 
Then in counsel he called Waugh 
To rasp away each oral flaw. 

Now the CLinic has a son— 
Surgic chap since he begun; 
Prouder now that he’s a man— 
Ten feet higher than the clan— 
Clan of journals in the land, 


Best of all the brainy band. 
ae We Ee 


—, Nebraska. 
—:0:; 


Husky infants are they both, 

Though they haven’t half their growth. 
Virile, of the mighty West 
Up-to-date—you know the rest. 


—EDITOor. 
ye We oe 


SMALLPOX. 


Mrs. D., at seventh month of preg- 
nancy was exposed to smallpox; vac- 
cinated one week later. Result, vaccina- 
tion worked, also had a very modified 
varioloid, only about twenty eruptive 
spots on body. At this time, however, 
all sensations of motion and life in the 
fetus ceased. Patient did her own house- 
work all the time except for a day or 
two, until about three weeks later when 
premature labor occurred, with a dead 
fetus covered with nearly three hundred 
smallpox pustules. The flesh on the 
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Muscarine passes through the system so 
rapidly that the dose must be repeated at 
very close intervals to get effect. 
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arms and legs was literally almost as 
hard as a board. It had evidently been 
dead two or three weeks. Patient made 
a good recovery. 

F, A. Cocswett, M. D. 


Swaledale, Iowa. 
—:0:— 


We would like to hear of any other 
cases of smallpox in pregnant women 
and the results.—Ep. 


MM 
TOBACCO HABIT. 


Case 1. G. A., aged 36, had used to- 
bacco in all forms for twenty years. He 
inhaled all the smoke and had conse- 
quently worked up a chronic bronchitis 
and constant cough. He complained of 
headache, loss of appetite, dizziness and 
general malaise. 

3egan treatment June 5. Gave berber- 
ine mur. gr. 1-6 and strychnine valerian- 
ate gr. 1-134 every hour, letting the ber- 
berine dissolve in the mouth, the interval 
being increased in a few days to every 
three hours. For pharyngitis and bron- 
chitis I used a sedative and antiseptic 
spray. Treatment was continued for two 
The patient at this writing has 
gained ten pounds in weight, regardless 
of hard work, in a general store. He says 
that he feels twenty years younger, cough 
all disappeared, no headache, no insom- 
nia, no vertigo, but a good appetite. 

He thinks that he could enjoy a good 
old smoke, but has no particular desire 
for it. He used to smoke after retiring, 


weeks. 


woke during the night to enjoy the weed, 


and lit his pipe before rising in the morn- 
ing. 

Case 2. L. P., aged 32, had used the 
weed for twenty years, chewed almost 
constantly and the strongest kind,smoked 
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Calcium iodized knocks asthma. It beats 
anvthing I had ever tried before I got hold of 
this—F, M. Jeffers, M. D. 
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some. At the time treatment was begun 
he suffered from severe vertigo, gastric 
disturbance and insomnia and great nerv- 
ousness. Treatment was the same as in 
Case I. 

He lost all appetite for tobacco, but 
was annoyed by a more or less constant 
dizziness for nearly two weeks. He has 
gained in all respects, and says that he 
seldom thinks of a chew. 

Case 3. G. S., aged 60, had used to- 
bacco for 45 years. He owned the strong- 
est pipe in the county, I believe. His 
appetite began to fail, he had an old 
chronic bronchitis and pain in the apex 
of the left lung. Treatment began with 
considerable doubt on my part as to the 
success of the undertaking. Used reme- 
dies as above but doubled the strychnine 
on account of his age. His desire for his 
pipe left him inside of 24 hours, and ex- 
cept a little dizziness he had no complaint 
to make. Berberine was discontinued in 
two weeks, but he is still taking a little 
strychnine. He is certainly much im- 
proved in his general health, and both 
he and I consider King No-to-bac a vic- 
tor. 

I have more cases on my list which | 
will report later, if, as I sincerely hepe, 
it will be the means of freeing some -ic- 
tim now bound by the filthy and injurious 
practice. 

Before beginning treatment I always 
make sure that the applicant is in earnest, 
and then I make him promise or sign an 
agreement, either of which if kept will 
insure victory. 

During treatment I observe my patient 
closely, always have some encouragement 
for him, and show him my personal in- 
terest in him and his progress toward lib- 
erty. 

E. C. Juncer, M. D. 

Soldier, Iowa. 

ee @ 
Possibly muscarine may relieve the trou)le- 


some dryness of the mouth that renders the 
action of atropine unpleasant. 
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Now that Dr. Junger has so success- 
fully solved the tobacco habit, let him at- 
tack that other and far more debasing 
one, and see if he cannot lift some fellow 
mortal out of the slough of drunkenness. 
The doctor has got a taste of the pleas- 
ure that comes to him who encourages 
men to throw off the shackles of degrad- 
ing habit and assert their manhood. Is 
it not enlivening, doctor? And when 


you come to see men by your aid lifted 


up and set upon their feet again, the devil 
vanquished, the rum-demon conquered, 
you will begin to realize what a glorious 
calling is this grand old profession of 
ours.—Ep. 


THE ALKALOIDAL HOBBY. 


“An honest confession is good for the 
soul,” is an old adage handed down by 
our forefathers which will apply to all 
future generations. My own conscience 
has been rebuking me for a year or more, 
owing to a wrong I have committed 
against a brother physician and master of 
his profession. 

The wrong was committed neither by 
word or deed, but by thought; so that 
I can console myself by the fact that af- 
ter all I was the only sufferer. 

Several years ago I attended the Har- 
vey Medical College.. Among the lectur- 
ers was a short, rather portly gentle- 
man, with streaming side-whiskers,. by 
the name of W. F. Waugh. I was 
amused by the way the doctor dealt alka- 
loids out to us, and immediately put him 
down as an alkaloidal crank. The more 
I heard of him, the more was I con- 
vinced that he was “riding a hobby.” 
He reminded me of a patent medicine 
vendor-in that he seemed so positive of 
results. He appeared to hold a disease 
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In affections of the mouth with dryness 
muscarine is beneficial. Such remedies de- 
serve a trial impossible with crude drugs. 
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in one hand and alkaloids in the other, 
and—‘presto! change!’’—right before 
our eyes the disease seemed to vanish, 
conquered by the little alkaloids. I was 
both very attentive and strongly skepti- 
cal. I had attended medical lectures be- 
fore, but this man appeared to preach a 
new doctrine. 

After graduating from the Harvey I 
entered the medical department of one 
of the leading universities of the midd’e 
west. Here we were taught to dispense 
tinctures and extracts as usual, and a 
suggestion to use sulphocarbolate as an 
intestinal antiseptic was met with a 
sneer. Notwithstanding these lectures 
and my own skepticism, Dr. Waugh still 
made a few lasting impressions upon me; 
consequently when I hung my shingle to 
the breeze I sent for some intestinal anti- 
septic tablets, Saline Laxative, and sev- 
eral thousand assorted alkaloidal gran- 
ules, besides the 
fluid extracts, etc. 

Shortly after my venture into the field 
of medicine I was called to treat a case 


usual line of tinctures 


of typhoid fever. In this case the Dosi- 
metric Triad, sulphocarbolates and Sa- 
line Laxative did the work admirably. 
In nearly all of my typhoid cases treated 
thus, the temperature is down to normal 
before the end of the third week. 

[ can now fully appreciate the strength 
of Dr. Waugh’s statements regarding the 
effects of the sulphocarbolates and the 
various alkaloids. I hereby appeal to 
Dr. Waugh and implore him to forgive 
me for judging him so harshly, when 
he was simply trying to impress upon 
our minds the importance and truth of 
alkaloidal medication, which at the time 
I was too wise (?) and skeptical to ac- 
cept. 

There is one thing which keeps many 
physicians outside of the fold of the alka- 
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Muscarine is one of the many alkaloids the 
reason for whose creation will be made mani- 
fest to the future experimentor. 
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loidal fraternity, and that is the method 
of dispensing in the form of granules. 

Why not put up alkaloidal dispensary 
tablets, then the physician can dispense 
them in whatever solution he wishes? 
The people usually look for bulk when 
they visit a self-dispensing physician. I 
often count out the required number of 
granules, but think of the time it re- 
quires. Would it not be advisable to put 
up a full line of dispensary tablets? 

Now that I have made a full con- 
fession I feel better. 

S. G. BurkHovper, M. D. 
Rothville, Pa. 


—:o:— 


Dr. Burkholder’s attitude is precisely 
the one we approve—skeptical, but will- 
ing to try the new methods. That’s all 
We ask no one to take our 
Just try and 


we expect. 
word, or anyone’s word. 
judge for yourself. 

No, thanks! No stock tablets for us. 
Once dishing out a 4% grain tablet of 
atropine in a hurry amply satisfies all the 
curiosity we possess for experimenting 
in that direction.—Eb. 


Mw ME 
AUTOINTOXICATION. 
Mrs. T., 50, teeth gone, nervous, 
sleepless, dyspeptic, constipated, full of 
itchings and crawlings, pulse very rapid 
and weak, although she could sit up and 
just walk. I found for a long time she 
had been taking an opium mixture and 
valerian. She begged me not to give her 
valerian. I sized up the case as drug 
effects and autointoxcation. 

I gave her a box of sodium phosphate 
to take one ounce, t. i. d. She 
plained considerably for a few weeks, 
but being at a distance I did not see her 


com- 
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_ In myrtol we have a chance to apply to the 
inner skin the curative action shown by bay 
rum applied to the outer skin. 
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for six months. I then found her pulse 
80, and she had little to complain of. 
So much for doctoring at the wrong 
end of the line. She had been doctor- 
ing for her nerves when she wanted to 
be doctored for her feces. 
C. E. Boynton, M. D. 
Los Banos, Cal. 


— 


How far were our fathers wrong for 
premising treatment with a ten-ten, calo- 
mel and jalap?—Eb. 


I have found calcium iodized efficient 
in relieving the tightness across the chest 
complained of in pharyngeal and bron- 
chial troubles, especially the acute stages. 

J. Hunter Mites, M. D. 

Milton, Pa. 

a 
REPLY TO L. A. MERRIAM ON 
“DYNAMIC MEDICATION.” 


The doctor says: “In the use and dis- 
crimination of drugs to jugulate diseases 
in their early stages, to mitigate their se- 
verity in later stages, or to incite nutri- 
tion and favor elaboration and a return 
to health, science, reason and common 
sense all affirm that pure, accurate, defi- 
nite, agents, namely, alkaloids when ob- 
tainable, are far superior to the older 
methods of polypharmacy and crude 
drugs.” Endorsing this 
would add that I do not believe that there 
on the markets of the 


sentence, | 


are any drugs 
world that equal in therapeutic efficienc) 
and accuracy the alkaloids of The Abbott 
Alkaloidal Co. 

But Dr. Merriam, in the first part of 
his article, also says: “Such fads, fakes 
and delusions as Christian Science, Os 
teopathy, Homeopathy, Eclecticism, Tele- 
ee @ 


Myrtol is an efficient antiseptic, a useful 
stimulant in bronchofrhea, fetid bronchitis, 
phthisis with too free or fetid sputa. 
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pathy, Clairvoyance, Mental Healing, 
Spiritualism and Occultism, exist because 
of a lack of scientific knowledge as a 
basis of correct thinking, not only among 
the laity, but even among otherwise well- 
informed physicians.” I would like to 
know how Dr. Merriam ascertained the 
use and superiority of alkaloids over the 
older methods of polypharmacy and 
crude drugs, if eclecticism is a “fake and 
a delusion.” He certainly made ‘what he 
considered the best selection when he se- 
lected the alkaloids, and so do I; but 
he has forgotten that it was by eclecticism 
he made the decision. It is thus-through 
eclecticism he now uses the alkaloids. 
So I think we ought “to be able to hold 
our own in argument or discussion, and 
not cower like whipped dogs before the 
blatant assertions of these most ignorant 
brazen mountebanks.” 

Dr. Merriam’s ignorance unquestiona- 
bly puts him in that class of doctors that 
he designates by the phrase “some phy- 
sicians are so ignorant.” Another one of 
the doctor’s fads is Osteopathy; but Os- 
teopathy, among other things, is simply 
mechanical medication, and a remedy, 
too, that has been demonstrated in many 
cases to be very valuable. And so I could, 
if | had time and space, go on and point 
out other mistakes in this article of Dr. 
Merriam’s, but enough has been said to 
show that many of the doctor’s sweep- 
ing assertions are entirely without any 
foundation in truth and in fact. He re- 
minds me in his weakness of nothing so 
much as when the tomtit challenged the 
hawk to mortal combat. 

In a long professional life I have aimed 
as much as possible, in speech and ac- 
tion, to keep from exposing any seeming 
shortness and want of general informa- 
tion on the part of the medical profes- 
sion, but while Dr. Merriam perhaps 
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means what is right, his article is a 
good exhibition of the old adage, “Mur- 
der will out.” 

When I was just beginning to observe 
the sayings of well-informed men, while 
in the city of Alexandria, Va., fifty vears 
ago, the Governor of Virginia said to a 
gentleman in my presence: “A man of 
one book is a dangerous man.” And now, 
standing upon the “ Delectable Moun- 
tains,” where blow the gentle breezes of 
age, and I hear the clarion notes of a 
more universal knowledge, I think there 
is a great deal of meaning in the Gov- 
ernor’s words. 

There are too many in all the learned 
professions who assume to understand 
about all there is to be known; but it is 
evident that the human family have only 
tapped the inexhaustible fountain of 
knowledge; and have gathered but a 
comparatively small portion of the intel- 
lectual gems that lie out in the limitless 
fields of discovery and invention. And 
even when a doctor finds a good remedy, 
or displays admirable skill, he little 
knows what an additional blessing may 
soon follow in the wake of his medical 
ability. He must not presume to have 
reached the highest round of the ladder 
and that he has found the climax, for 
really it remains to be shown that the 
fountain of knowledge has a_ climax; 
rather the truth seems to be, we neither 
know the beginning nor the end—bound- 
less—but we thank God and the noble 
men, the great and leading minds of by- 
gone times, the long lost dead, whose 
good conduct and brave spirits still bless 
us—to save and lead on to victory and 
to ultimate glory. Little did the men 
who went up to die at Thermopylz con- 
ceive for what they were to die. It was 
not merely to prevent the Persian yoke 
from weighing upon their countrymen. 
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Alcoholic patients can sometimes take very 
large doses of strychnine nitrate when small 
ones of the sulphate disagree. 


Wood says it is not worth while to give a 
typhoid patient less than gr. I-20 of strych- 
nine at each four-hour dose. 
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Their swords were to open a path for the 
advent of the tragedies of Sophocles, the 
studio of Phidias, the Parthenon, and 
Plato, from the ideal realms of possibili- 
ties into the domain of history. They 
went up to die for the classic culture of 
all the world. 

Little did Columbus know of the im- 
portance of the hour when the land of 
the western hemisphere broke the dim 
horizon, through the morning twilight of 
October, 1492. 

Luther but feebly fancied the conse- 
quences of his defiance of the Papal edict. 
And what a slight idea did the wisest of 
our fathers entertain of the meaning and 
promise of their heroism when, a century 
since, they kindled with eloquence the 
patriotic flame of the revolution upon 
American soil and deliberately cut the 
bonds that bound them to a throne be- 
yond the sea. And so I could go until 
the hand that wields this pen is paralyzed 
and still forever. 

R. C. Bayry, A. M., M. D. 

Decatur, Ill. 


Certainly, there is no more reason to 
class eclecticism with 
jective methods than there is to place the 
regular school there, if as much. Take 
a sufficiency of lobelin, and concentrate 
your mind on the thought that it won’t 
purge or vomit you with all your mighty 
intellectual power; but it will do the act 
as completely as ever did ipecac or tartar 
emetic. The preference for vegetable 


delusive or sub- 


remedies does not, in our view, consti- 
tute a valid excuse for the existence of 
a separate medical sect, but it does not 
in any render its advocates con- 
temptible or stigmatize them as either in- 


capable or dishonest. 


way 


For our part, we 
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very frankly state our belief that to the 
Eclectics should be opened every door 
now closed to them; that their right 
to limit their practice to certain remedies 
be unquestioned; and that only the wis- 
dom of such restriction be open for dis- 
cussion.—En. 
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MALARIA. 

Miss F., 21, contracted malaria three 
years ago, resulting in sciatica. She was 
in bed many weeks at intervals, without 
obtaining material benefit. I first saw 
her two months ago. 

Treatment: Salithia, a teaspoenful in 
a glass of warm water every morning for 
a week; followed by colchicine, cicutine, 
berberine, quassin, strychnine and iron 
arsenate, ‘with Salithia as needed for the 
bowels. A weekly bath, with sodium 
bicarbonate and capsicum in hot water. 

The patient is cured, and is rapidly 
gaining flesh, on Peptenzyme, Trophon- 
ine and Gude’s Liquor Pepto-Mangan. 
Her people consider her recovery but 


little short of miraculous. I say, alkaloids 
did it. 


Dr. Wm. B. Mann. 
Evanston, III. 
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Any malaria that could withstand such 
a broadside would be ironclad. Were 
Voltaire now alive, he would not define 
a doctor as: “An unfortunate gentleman 
who is expected to perform miracles 
daily”; but as: “A gentleman who per- 
forms miracles daily by the aid of alka- 
Ep. 


loids. 
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I have received The Surgical Clinic 
and am very much pleased with it, it is 
just what I have been wanting for years 
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It is better in typhoid fever to give strych- 
nine in small hourly doses till you secure ton- 
icity; then keep it up. 


Strophanthin lengthens the ventricular sys- 
tole and slows the rythm of the heart’s pulsa- 
tions, even better than digitalin. 
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and I don’t see how I ever got along 
without it or THE ALKALOorpAL CLINIC. 
S. F. Brarr. 
Williamstown, W. Va. 


we Mw 
ECHINACEA, 


] have noticed the remarks on echin- 
acea in the Crrnic and the call for 
further literature on the same. What I 
now give you is simply a repetition of 
the article on the drug found in Dr. E. 
P. Anschutz’s compilation of various 
remedies from various authors, entitled 
“New, Old and Forgotten Remedies.” 

Echinacea Angustifolia. 

Nat. Ord., Composite. 

Common name, Pale Purple Cone- 
Flower; also possibly what I have heard 
miners in the West call Clap-weed, 
though their descriptions were rather 
obscure, and I will leave it to some one 
better up on botany to decide as to the 
correctness of the latter name. 

Homeeopathic preparations of the 
tincture call for the maceration of the 
entire plant, including the root, in two 
parts by weight of alcohol, which is the 
only preparation of it that I have ever 
used. 

This work says: “This rather famous 
drug first came to notice as ‘Meyers’ 
Blood Purifier.’ The proprietor did not 
know the name of the drug used, and 
sent a whole plant to Professors King 
and Lloyd, of Cincinnati, who identified 
it as Echinacea Angustifolia, commonly 
known as Cone-Flower, Black Sampson, 
Nigger-Head,” etc 

If we may believe all that has been 
printed about this remedy, it is a verita- 
ble cure-all. The following is a safe 
guide, however. It is taken from the 
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Very foul stools are caused by decomposi- 
tion of the albuminoid principles of the food. 
—Chapin, Jour, A. M. A. 
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paper of Dr. J. Willis Candee, in Trans- 
actions, 1898, of the Homceopathic Med- 
ical Society of the State of New York, 
and credited by Dr. Candee to Dr. J. C. 
Fahnestock. 

He (Dr. Fahnestock) refers to the 
clinical application of echinacea, from 
personal experience, substantially as fol- 
lows: 

Cases of shifting pains in rheumatism 
for which pulsatilla had been unsuccess- 
fully prescribed, rapidly disappeared un- 
der echinacea. Several cases of acne, 
resembling that caused by bromide of 
potash, were cured. “A great remedy.” 
When boils progress to the stage where 
they appear about to point, then stop 
and do not suppurate, echinacea is the 
remedy. In carbuncles with similar 
symptoms, a bluish-red color and great 
pain, it will in a few hours make your 
patient grateful to you. It is of great 
value in every fetid ozena. Beneficial in 
some cases of leucorrhea with discharge 
bright yellow, as from suppurating sur- 
face. Very serviceable in gangrene, 
where it may be classed with rhus and 
arsenicum, perhaps between them. Has 
attributed to it unusually good results in 
a case of tuberculous disease of the hip, 
and in an old, well-dosed case of de- 
structive syphilis of the throat. “In sup- 
purative processes echinacea is to be 
thought of.” 

In typhoid fever, diphtheria and ap- 
pendicitis it has failed to substantiate 
the claims of other admirers of this rem- 
edy. 

These clinical hints have been given 
place as naturally following report of 
the proving, and also because of their 
coming from a closely observing Ho- 
moeopathist. It is unnecessary at this 
time to review in detail the alleged field 
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Profuse colorless watery stools, with little 
—- are caused by an infective germ akin 
that of Asiatic cholera.—Chapin. 
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of usefulness of echinacea. All are fa- 
miliar with the published testimonials 
and indications, some of which would 
lead one to think that little else is to be 
desired with which to combat degenera- 
tive processes in mankind. 

On the other hand are those who, 
having tried the drug without satisfac- 
tory results, are willing to cast it aside 
as worthless. 

To such it may be well to make these 
suggestions: (1) Ascertain whether 
they have used a reliable preparation; 
and (2) Refrain from hasty, judgment 
until the guides for prescribing, more 
accurate, perchance, than the label on 
the bottle, shall have been found and 
consulted. 

My own limited experience throws no 
particular light on the subject. It has, 
however, served to impress me with 
confidence in the remedy and its future. 
The gist of trustworthy clinical findings 
may be stated in two words—antiseptic 
and alterative. 

From an article by Dr. W. H. Feller, 
in the Eclectic Medical Journal, we 
quote as giving the following generali- 
ties concerning the remedy: 

If any single statement were to be 
made concerning the virtues of echina- 
cea it would read something like this: 
“A corrector of the depravation of the 
body fluids’; and even this does not 
sufficiently cover the ground. Its ex- 
traordinary powers—combining  essen- 
tially that formerly included under the 
terms antiseptic, antifermentative, and 
antizymotic—are well known in its pow- 
er over changes produced in the fluids 
of the body, whether from internal 
causes or from external introductions. 
The changes may be manifested in a dis- 
turbed balance of the fluids resulting in 
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It is rare to see an infant’s stool of but one 
sort, except that of cholera infantum. Mixed 
forms prevail.—Chapin. 
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such tissue alterations as are exhibited 
in boils, carbuncles, abscesses, or cellu 
lar glandular inflammations. They may 
be from the introduction of serpent or 
insect venom, or they may be due to 
such fearful poisons as give rise to ma- 
lignant diphtheria, cerebro-spinal men- 
ingitis, or puerperal and other forms of 
septicemia. 

Such changes, whether they be septic 
or devitalized morbid accumulations, or 
alterations in the fluids themselves, ap- 
pear to have met their Richmond in 
echinacea. “Bad blood,” so-called, as- 
thenia and adynamia, and particularly a 
tendency to malignancy in acute and 
subacute disorders, seem to be special 
indications for the use of echinacea. 

The North American Journal of Ho- 
maopathy, December, 1896, contains a 
paper on the drug by Dr. Charles F. 
Otis, from which we quote the follow- 
ing: 

“T doubt if there are many physicians 
here assembled who are general practi- 
tioners who have not at some period of 
their professional lives, come in contact 
with one or both of these diseases, either 
in the epidemic form or isolated cases, 
and in 
their match; have seen their patients 
with tongue so swollen that it pro- 
truded from the mouth: with membrane 
gradually extending from the throat 
into. the posterior nares, possibly pro- 
truding from the nostrils, with the awful 
odor so characteristic; with a respiratory 
sound that told you too plainly that 
membrane was extending into the air 
passages and that the misery of your 
patient would cease, not because of your 
ability to afford relief, but because death 
would close the scene. 

I need not complete the picture by 
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Seat-worms: Inject into rectum leptandrin 
gr. 30, twice a week; and take gr. 1-12 four 
times a day till purged —Sampson, Med.World. 


instances, have met more than 











mentioning the enormously high tem- 
perature, the thread-like pulse, the ces- 
sation of the action of the kidneys, the 
awful agonizing expression of the face; 
and perhaps, in your efforts, intubation 
had been practiced without good results. 
It is in just this class of cases that 
echinacea is king. So reliable has it been 
in its action in my hands that I am in- 
clined to give a favorable prognosis, and 
if I am so fortunate as to be called early, 
the application of the drug in question 
does not permit of the symptoms just 
enumerated. The whole case will usual- 
ly be changed to one of a mild form, 
followed by a quick recovery.” 

This from a paper by Dr. W. H. Ra- 
mey in Medical Gleanings: 

“It is specific, | think, for the condi- 
tion of the system which sets up the 
boil habit. I never have found a case 
so bad, and I’ve had some very severe 
ones, that an ounce and a half of echi- 
taken in ten-drop doses 
times a day, would not cure. Try it in 
your cases of stomatitis with depraved 
conditions of the system, both internally 
and locally. 
service in cases of old ulcers and 
healthy sores, both as local and internal 
treatment. Then in your typhoid cases, 
with the characteristic indication, it is 
simply a wonderful remedy. I 


nacea, four 


It has done me valuable 


un- 


have 
seen it step in and restore normal con- 
ditions when it seemed impossible for 
remedies to act quick enough to prevent 
fatal termination.” 

Dr. S. J. Hogan, in Chicago Medical 
Times, says: 

“One other thing I would like to tell 
about it: I had a case I was treating. 
Among other things, the patient had on 
the scalp and at the margin of the hair 
on the back of the head a number of 
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wen-like tumors. Since taking echina- 
cea they have been entirely absorbed.” 

Dr. Joseph Adolphus, in Medical 
Gleaner, says: 

“T have seen its very beneficial action 
in two epidemics of smallpox. The rem- 
edy did certainly modify the severity of 
the disease, restrain suppuration, check 
the severity of the symptoms, and pro- 
mote convalescence. I knew of several 
very desperate cases which I think would 
have terminated fatally but for the time- 
ly use of echinacea. I frequently saw 
cases of severe confluent type, wherein 
the symptoms were of a very serious 
kind, high fever, delirium, some with 
coma, abominably offensive odor of the 
body and breath, urine sup- 
pressed, eruption confluent, exceeding- 
ly abundant pus, steadily improve under 
echinacea tea, taken internally and used 
One of the 


nearly 


locally over the entire body. 
very striking effects of echinacea was to 
abate that dreadfully offensive odor of 
the body and breath, and modify the 
acute severity of the eruption.” 

This article ends with the provings of 
the drug homeeopathically by Dr. Fah- 
nestock, of Pique, Ohio, which I pre- 
sume. will 
readers, but if it is, I shall be pleased 
to furnish them as 

Hoping that this may prove of inter- 
est, and something new with regard to 
the qualities and uses of this drug, to 
some of the readers of the CLinic. 

C. L. Tuunicuum, M. D. 

Wayne, Pa. 


not be of interest to your 


written. 
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A satisfactory active principle of this 
Ep. 





drug has not been isolated. 
w MW 


J. W., 39, a very large man, com- 
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Offensive stools are surely not good things 
for child or adult to keep in the alimentary 
Clean out first. 


canal. 





No child is well whose stools smell to 
heaven. An efficient children’s laxative should 
be placed in every family. 
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plained of loss of vitality. I put him on 
echinacea, gtt. v—x, t. i. d., and he at 
once began to pass from 8 to 16 joints 
of tapeworm daily. When the echina- 
cea was omitted the joints would cease 
to appear. The Abbott tapeworm rem- 
edy was given at 6 a. m. and at 7, and 
within half an hour of the last dose he 
passed the entire worm, measuring 40 
feet. He thinks there were 20 feet more 
passed previously in sections. 
H. W. Hurt, M. D. 
Moonsville, Ala. 
—:0:— 


This action of echinacea adds to the 
interest in that remedy.—Ep. 
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ERYSIPELAS. 


This was a case of septic cellulitis 
from the scratch of a finger-nail. The 
man was suffering from an intense ul- 
cerous nasal catarrh. He was a German, 
40 years old, no dyscrasia. He was 
seized with chills, high fever, universal 
muscular pains. Next morning his face 
was red and puffy, but I was not called 
till the third day. His fever was then 
103, pulse 124, respiration 32, nose com- 
pletely stopped, the whole face enor- 
mously swollen 

He was taken to St. Patrick’s Hos- 
pital, and given aconitine, strychnine 
arsenate and caffeine every half hour, 
and the parts covered with warm Anti- 
phlogistine. He was also given calcium 
sulphide. His bowels were opened free- 
ly with granules of blue mass and soda, 
followed by a saline. 

Next day his fever was 104, pulse 
140, hard and bounding, and he was 
very delirious, so that the Sister in 
charge had me called. I found three 
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rhu- 
and 


The neutralizing cordial of ipecac 
barb, hydrastis, soda. sulphocarbolate 
aromatics, is agreea’‘e to the taste. 
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men holding him in bed. In my ab- 
sence he had been given 3 drams of 
Bromidia within three hours, then 3:8 
grain of morphine hypo, but neither had 
any effect on him, and he was rapidly 
becoming worse. 

It was quite necessary to do some- 
thing to quiet him, also to calm the in- 
tense heart-action. I decided to give 
him apomorphine gr. 1-10, as I was sure 
to get reaction, and in ten minutes he 
was quiet as to his muscular system, but 
did not vomit. I then ordered veratrine gr. 
I-134 every 30 minutes until the pulse 
was I12, then every hour or two, as 
necessary, to keep the pulse soft and 
within bounds. Five granules were all 
that were needed, and the next morning 
his pulse was 96, temp. 100.5, and he 
was beginning to regain reason, al- 
though his eyes were swollen to com- 
plete closure. 

From this time he convalesced rapid- 
ly, and on the sixteenth day returned to 
his own room, able to .wait on him- 
self. 

I report this that others may try the 
effects of apomorphine in like cases (in- 
tense delirium with hard pulse), as I 
have not seen it advocated as yet by 
others. It, with the veratrine following, 
seemed to control the case at once. 

E. A. Cratn, M. D. 

Missoula, Mont. 
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YEAST. 


The Crrnic once called attention to 
the treatment of 
yeast. I know that boils can be aborted 
and any person can be rendered immune 
for life by the use of brewers’ yeast. 

I have treated many persons afflicted 
with boils, always with the same results. 


boils with brewers’ 
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Ill temper in a child always coincides with 
bad smelling, unhealthy stools, and both are 
relieved by “barb mixture. 








A friend told me when I was a young 
man, about twenty years ago, that he 
had been a terrible sufferer with boils, 
and he was told to take a tablespoonful 
of yeast in a glass of beer and it would 
cure him. He had been unable to work 
for over six months and had had 47 
boils on his body at the time, but on 
taking the yeast was in two weeks per- 
fectly cured, and 18 years had elapsed 
without anything in pustule form ap- 
pearing on his body. 

Mr. E. D. had been afflicted with styes 
on the eyelids, one or both eyes, almost 
every week, and boils on the body and 
face for about two years. I prescribed 
brewers’ yeast, half an ounce in coffee 
every morning for three days. Relief 
was prompt, and three years have 
passed without any return of his afflic- 
tion. 

Mr. C. C. had been afflicted with boils 
from childhood, the back of his neck be- 
ing the principal seat of trouble. Crops 
of boils were always preceded by one 
large one, which made his life wretched 
for about three months. Prescribed 
yeast I-2 oz. once daily for three days, 
and the big boil of two days’ growth 
disappeared completely in five days. 
Five years have passed without signs of 
a boil on his person. 

I could more cases, but I 
would be taking up too much space. 

C. Stanton, M. D. 


describe 


Velp, Wis. 
—:0:— 
Try the yeast, and try the nuclein ex- 
tracted from it, and report—Ep. 
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BASTARD SCARLATINA. 


Dr. Howell’s cases of bastard scarla- 
tina might all be caused by cows’ milk 
@e € 

If rhubarb and sulphocarbolate were habit- 


ually given whenever baby’s stools became of- 
fensive the undertaker would starve. 
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if the cows are running louse in the pas- 


ture. Or it could be caught by the chil- 
dren in a blackberry lot, or from wild 
flowers. In case of full grown girls, it 
could be got from the.same causes, or 
from kissing any one that had come in 
contact with the weed. For weed it 
most certainly is. Poison oak or ivy, or 
even poke weed, will sometimes produce 
the same symptoms. 

The cure is a cathartic, something 
that will operate in a short time, and 
then rhus tox gtt. ij to an ounce of 
water, a teaspoonful every three hours. 
Alternate with potassium iodide gr. v, 
potassium nitrate gr. x, water 4 0z.; a 
teaspoonful every two hours, dose ac- 
cording to the age of the patient. Apply 
Unguentine to the throat. Have the 
body sponged with soda daily, morning 
and night; diet of boiled milk, raw eggs, 
rye whisky, pure water as drink. Sim- 
ple remedies but effective. 

If you don’t know the disease and the 
remedy, be honest, give something sim- 
ple and let nature help you out. The 
cause of death was thickening of the 
blood, plethora, the 
Perhaps aconite was given as a remedy; 
that kills in engorgement of tissues. I 
have had more than 
And all will if the proper anti- 
dotes are given. 


heart powerless. 


100 cases; all re- 


covered. 


In all cases of vomiting there is poi- 
son of some kind. It may be from re- 
tention of eliminates from the system, 
but be the cause from within or without, 
it is there. Injections of glycerin by the 
rectum, cathartics by the mouth, are the 
first and only agents to be relied upon. 

Don’t fool with death and think you 
can prolong a case and make your fees 
larger. It might fool you, and while 
doctors learn to worship money and 
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Cholera infantum rarely if ever comes with- 
out a preliminary period of unhealthy stools, 
curable by neutralizing cordial. 
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glory, in science you know life or death 
does not matter—it is lost sight of. 
When an operation is done, the patient 
dies. What does it matter? The opera- 
tion was a success. So is the devil a 
grand success, if all we hear be true. 
God intended that we build up, not de- 
but we are smarter than God 
We are the gods that take life. 

Carotin Morrosco, M. D. 
Chicago, III. 


stroy ; 
now. 


PNEUMONIA. 


Does the A. A. Co, make any combi- 
nation of strychnine and digitalis? It 
would be capable of doing great good. 
Do they prepare phosphorus in granules 
or tablets? It is ordinarily very hard to 
keep, but greatly needed in cerebral 
anemia. 

After 30 years’ experience, I find 
pneumonia a malarial affection of perni- 
cious type, and quinine the sheet-anchor 
of our hope. I have aborted hundreds 
of cases with quinine and Dover’s pow- 
der alone. Brothers, lay aside prejudice 
and study pneumonia along this line. I 
am opposed to shotgun prescriptions. 
Three are enough in any one; then send 
it direct to the mark. 

H. P. Brooxweart, M. D. 

Drain, Ohio. 
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The combination of strychnine, dig- 
italin and aconitine has established itself 
in the affections of the American physi- 
cian, who uses these granules by the 
million. Phosphorus itself is difficult 
to handle and does not keep well. I 
believe it is perfectly represented by 
zinc phosphide. I use the larger dose, 
gr. 1-6, very often indeed. 
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Some old standbys cannot as yet be replaced 
by any of the alkaloids, and we hold fast to 
the best, till we find a better. 
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The treatment of pneumonia by the 
two combinations, Dosimetric Triad or 
Trinity for asthenic cases, and Deferves- 
cent Compound for sthenic, meets with 
a success which I believe has never been 
equaled; not even by quinine in mala- 
rial districts—Ep, 


Mw Me 
PNEUMONIA. 


I have just dismissed my fourth case 
of pneumonia for this year, all treated 
with alkaloids, and had resolution in 
from five to nine days. The one that 
endured till the ninth waited until the 
fourth before sending for me. He re- 
lapsed also, the second lung becoming 
infected, but pulled through, thanks to 
the alkaloids. I am falling into line, as 
you see. 

W. E. Jones, M. D. 

Makota, Ark. 
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Not without reason has pneumonia 
been the battle ground for centuries of 
warring therapeutic theories. We cheer- 
fully accept it as the point to test our 
own.—Ep. 

MW Me 


PNEUMONIA. 


Last April I had a severe pneumonia, 
and begged the physicians to use alka- 
loidal treatment; but I was delirious, 
and they thought I did not know what 
I was talking about. By the time I was 
out of bed my little daughter of 10 was 
seized. The physicians called reported 
the left lung badly affected. In four 
days she was taken suddenly worse, the 
right lung badly congested, by morning 
as bad as the other. 
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_Antisepsis, outside the house and inside, out- 
side the baby and inside, is the word of power 
in raising children. 











We had no alkaloids, but I had sul- 
phocarbolates, and insisted on using 
them, to which the doctor reluctantly 
consented. Temp. 104 plus. Gave a 
tablet of sulphocarbolates lime, soda 
and zinc. Fever gradually fell till morn- 
ing, when the temp. was normal. When 
the doctor called he said: “Some of our 
treatment has done good. The lungs 
are nearly clear.” Recovery was rapid. 

I have been using the alkaloids to 
some extent for two years or more, and 
have been highly pleased with them. 
You are doing a grand work. 

J. W. Trister, M. D. 

Marion, Ky. 
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It is exceedingly interesting to those 
of us who have known the truth about 
the antiseptic treatment to note how it 
is gradually overcoming opposition and 
compelling recognition.—Ep. 


MM 
CREOSOTE IN PNEUMONIA. 


I began the use of creosote in pneu- 
monia last fall. The results have been 
highly satisfactory indeed. 

My treatment is very simple: I first 
clean them out with calomel, then get 
creosote and aconitine; the chest is en- 
veloped in a cotton jacket. 

When the fever is subsiding I substi- 
tute the Dosimetric Triad for the acon- 
itine, as this gives us the digitalis and 
strychnine extra which are just what is 
needed on the “home run.” 

The editor would have us believe that 
the sulphocarbolates would do just as 
well. Surely he is as mad as a March 
hare on the subject of the sulphocarbo- 
lates. They and salol are all right in 
typhoid fever, and in any case where the 
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A clean house, cellar to attic, clean yard, 
alley, privy, gutter; and a clean child with 
clean bowels, make disease impossible. 
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intestines need to be purified. The creo- 
sote is largely eliminated through the 
lungs, hence its good results. The sul- 
phocarbolates do not act in this way at 
all. I do not believe that the pneumo- 
coccus is the cause of pneumonia, but 
the result of the inflammatory process 
in the lungs. The exhaling of creosote 
does the work. 
L. R. Marktey, M. D. 
Whatcom, Wash. 
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You are a little off your base, evident- 
ly not having read my statements as 
to the use of zinc sulphocarbolate in 
Years ago a Southern phy- 
sician wrote me he was curing his cases 
with this remedy. I wrote him, as you 
have done to me, telling him he must be 
mistaken as the sulphocarbolate acted 
solely in the alimentary canal. He re- 
plied that before using it he was losing 
his cases and since using it he was cur- 
ing them all, but the other doctors in 
his neighborhood were losing their’s just 
as usual. This report really put me 
upon the truth as regards intestinal an- 
tisepsis in fevers; that is, in all fevers 
specific and otherwise autotoxemia is a 
marked feature, accounts for 
about 30 per cent of the symptoms; and 
by eliminating intestinal sepsis and auto- 
toxemia, the gravity of the case is re- 
duced by about that much; and in most 
cases this is sufficient to obviate the 
danger. Acting on this principle, I have 
since recommended intestinal antiseptics 
in every form of fever, and have no 
reason as yet to modify this advice. So 
you see, my dear doctor, I have never 
claimed the credit for this treatment. 

In regard to creosote, it may possibly 
be eliminated by the lungs, as you say. 


pneumonia. 


which 
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All bacterial disease-causes breed fast and 
become virulent in the hot days, and in the 
hot cities. Keep all clean. 
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glory, in science you know life or death 
does not matter—it is lost sight of. 
When an operation is done, the patient 
dies. What does it matter? The opera- 
tion was a success. So is the devil a 
grand success, if all we hear be true. 
God intended that we build up, not de- 
but we are smarter than God 
We are the gods that take life. 

CaroLtin Morrosco, M. D. 
Chicago, III. 


stroy ; 
now. 


< s 
Me ME 


PNEUMONIA. 


Does the A. A. Co. make any combi- 
nation of strychnine and digitalis? It 
would be capable of doing great good. 
Do they prepare phosphorus in granules 
or tablets? It is ordinarily very hard to 
keep, but greatly needed in cerebral 
anemia. 

After 30 years’ experience, I find 
pneumonia a malarial affection of perni- 
cious type, and quinine the sheet-anchor 
of our hope. I have aborted hundreds 
of cases with quinine and Dover’s pow- 
der alone. Brothers, lay aside prejudice 
and study pneumonia along this line. I 
am opposed to shotgun prescriptions. 
Three are enough in any one; then send 
it direct to the mark. 

H. P. Brookweart, M. D. 

Drain, Ohio. 

—:0:— 

The combination of strychnine, dig- 
italin and aconitine has established itself 
in the affections of the American physi- 
cian, who uses these granules by the 
million. Phosphorus itself is difficult 
to handle and does not keep well. I 
believe it is perfectly represented by 
zinc phosphide. I use the larger dose, 
gr. 1-6, very often indeed. 
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Some old standbys cannot as yet be replaced 
by any of the alkaloids, and we hold fast to 
the best, till we find a better. 
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The treatment of pneumonia by the 
two combinations, Dosimetric Triad or 
Trinity for asthenic cases, and Deferves- 
cent Compound for sthenic, meets with 
a success which I believe has never been 
equaled; not even by quinine in mala- 
rial districts—Ep. 
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PNEUMONIA. 


I have just dismissed my fourth case 
of pneumonia for this year, all treated 
with alkaloids, and had resolution in 
from five to nine days. The one that 
endured till the ninth waited until the 
fourth before sending for me. He re- 
lapsed also, the second lung becoming 
infected, but pulled through, thanks to 
the alkaloids. I am falling into line, as 
you see, 

W. E. Jones, M. D. 

Makota, Ark. 


—_—:0O:— 


Not without reason has pneumonia 
been the battle ground for centuries of 
warring therapeutic theories. We cheer- 
fully accept it as the point to test our 
own.—Enp, 





Me 


PNEUMONIA. 


Last April I had a severe pneumonia, 
and begged the physicians to use alka- 
loidal treatment; but I was delirious, 
and they thought I did not know what 
I was talking about. By the time I was 
out of bed my little daughter of 10 was 
seized. The physicians called reported 
the left lung badly affected. In four 
days she was taken suddenly worse, the 
right lung badly congested, by morning 
as bad as the other. 
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Antisepsis, outside the house and inside, out- 
side the baby and inside, ‘is the word of power 
in raising children. 





Miscellaneous Articles 


We had no alkaloids, but I had sul- 
phocarbolates, and insisted on using 
them, to which the doctor reluctantly 
consented. Temp. 104 plus. Gave a 
tablet of sulphocarbolates lime, soda 
and zinc. Fever gradually fell till morn- 
ing, when the temp. was normal. When 
the doctor called he said: “Some of our 
treatment has done good. The lungs 
are nearly clear.” Recovery was rapid. 

I have been using the alkaloids to 
some extent for two years or more, and 
have been highly pleased with them. 
You are doing a grand work. 

J. W. Trister, M. D. 

Marion, Ky. 
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It is exceedingly interesting to those 
of us who have known the truth about 
the antiseptic treatment to note how it 
is gradually overcoming opposition and 
compelling recognition.—Ep. 


MM 
CREOSOTE IN PNEUMONIA. 


I began the use of creosote in pneu- 


monia last fall. The results have been 
highly satisfactory indeed. 

My treatment is very simple: I first 
clean them out with calomel, then get 
creosote and aconitine; the chest is en- 
veloped in a cotton jacket. 

When the fever is subsiding I substi- 
tute the Dosimetric Triad for the acon- 
itine, as this gives us the digitalis and 
strychnine extra which are just what is 
needed on the “home run.” 

The editor would have us believe that 
the sulphocarbolates would do just as 
well. Surely he is as mad as a March 
hare on the subject of the sulphocarbo- 
lates. They and salol are all right in 
typhoid fever, and in any case where the 
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A clean house, cellar to attic, clean yard, 
alley, privy, gutter; and a clean child with 
clean bowels, make disease impossible. 
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intestines need to be purified. The creo- 
sote is largely eliminated through the 
lungs, hence its good results. The sul- 
phocarbolates do not act in this way at 
all. I do not believe that the pneumo- 
coccus is the cause of pneumonia, but 
the result of the inflammatory process 
in the lungs. The exhaling of creosote 
does the work. 
L. R. Marktey, M. D. 
Whatcom, Wash. 


—: O° 


You are a little off your base, evident- 
ly not having read my statements as 
to the use of zine sulphocarbolate in 
pneumonia. Years ago a Southern phy- 
sician wrote me he was curing his cases 
with this remedy. I wrote him, as you 
have done to me, telling him he must be 
mistaken as the sulphocarbolate acted 
solely in the alimentary canal. He re- 
plied that before using it he was losing 
his cases and since using it he was cur- 
ing them all, but the other doctors in 
his neighborhood were losing their’s just 
as usual. This report really put me 
upon the truth as regards intestinal an- 
tisepsis in fevers; that is, in all fevers 
specific and otherwise autotoxemia is a 
marked feature, which accounts for 
about 30 per cent of the symptoms; and 
by eliminating intestinal sepsis and auto- 
toxemia, the gravity of the case is re- 
duced by about that much; and in most 
cases this is sufficient to obviate the 
danger. Acting on this principle, I have 
since recommended intestinal antiseptics 
in every form of fever, and have no 
reason as yet to modify this advice. So 
you see, my dear doctor, I have never 
claimed the credit for this treatment. 

In regard to creosote, it may possibly 
be eliminated by the lungs, as you say. 
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All bacterial disease-causes breed fast and 
become virulent in the hot days, and in the 
hot cities. Keep all clean. 
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My belief is, however, that it simply acts 
as an intestinal antiseptic, and a very 
poor one, indeed, as it is disagreeable 
and too irritating to allow a sufficient 
dose to be taken. If, however, it acts 
locally, as you say, I should prefer to 
apply it in the form of a liniment or 
ointment, as it has been shown that thus 
administered it is an effective antipyretic, 
whereas no such effect is obtained when 
it is given by the stomach. It seems 
probable, also, that when applied to the 
skin over the lungs a greater local ef- 
fect would be obtained than when it is 
made to traverse the alimentary canal 
first. I should also substitute guaiacol 
for the creosote, as representing its vir- 
tues in a more concentrated and purer 
form, for the same reasons that I would 
use the alkaloids instead of the crude 
drugs.—Ep 





CONGESTION OF LUNGS. 


I will relate an incident that forcibly 
illustrates the value of the Crinic’s 
teaching : 

At 5 a. m. March 1, after a five-mile 
ride in the dark, saw J. P., middle-aged, 
robust mulatto. He said he had been 
panting for breath all night, coughing 
and spitting blood freely. At 5:07 I 
had diagnosed congestion of the lungs, 
dissolved six aconitine and six atropine 
valerianate gr. 1-500 granules in six 
spoonfuls of water and given a spoonful. 
At 5:17 another spoonful, at 5:30 an- 
other, at 5:45 another, and at 6:10 an- 
other. 

At this time I saw a white flag and 
looked over the field. The first half- 
hour of treatment he had expectorated 
twelve large masses of blood and mu- 


cus, the second half-hour only three. He 
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was now breathing easily, coughing but 
little, and was lying down He had not 
been able to get his breath all night 
when lying down, and was forced to sit 
up. His tongue was a little stiff and 
dry, but was in a natural state in a few 
minutes. He was fsom the first directed 
to spit on paper for better observation. 

That’s rifle-shooting, isn’t it? 

G. H. Peets, M. D. 
Port Adams, Miss. 


—:0:— 
Seems “kinder” like he hit the bull’s 
eve, doesn’t it?—Ep. 
ww 
CATARRHAL TONSILITIS. 


Some very peculiar cases of the above 
disease have occurred in my practice this 
month in two families living a short dis- 
tance apart. 

Case 1. Mary, 14, had been attending 
school in a city, returned home because 
of sickness. I saw her February 3; 
temp. 103.5, pulse 115, resp. 25, hack- 
ing cough, a constant desire to clear the 
throat, painful deglutition. On exami- 
nation found the throat much inflamed, 
with large, grayish membrane on back 
of throat and each tonsil. Breath was 
very offensive and tongue coated, show- 
ing the papillze projecting through the 
coat. 3owels constipated and urine 
scanty. 

I gave her Io tablets, each containing 
calomel gr. I-5, ipecac gr. I-10, soda 
gr. 1; two tablets every two hours until 
bowels moved freely, if necessary fol- 
lowed by saline. Then I gave one grain 
of sparteine sulphate in two doses, one 
powder to be taken after the first ‘dose 
of calomel, ipecac and soda, repeated 
every three and a half hours. 


sec @Se S SE 


Menthol soap rubbed over the exposed skin 
keeps away the most vicious mosquitoes, and 
makes fishine eniovable. 


Saturating the body with calcium sulphide 
keeps every known insect pest from biting the 


happy but odorous saturated. 


Miscellaneous Articles 


I dissolved 10 granules of aconitine 
and 10 of veratrine in 24 teaspoonfuls 
of water, and directed a teaspoonful 
every half hour till slight sweating, then 
every hour till fever dropped to 100. I 
left powders of sodium salicylate gr. 3, 
quinine arsenate, and a gargle made of 
tincture of iron and potash chlorate, to 
be used after the bowels were flushed 
out. I asked to hear from her next day, 
but no report was made. 

On the oth I was called again to the 
same family. The older sister, 22, was 
affected nearly the same as Mary, ex- 
cept the fever was not so high. Gave 
same treatment, except grain doses of 
calomel and soda. The father took the 
disease, the married son, wife and baby, 
who live a short distance away. All 
were promptly cured by the same reme- 
dies. 

I want to ask whether catarrhal ton- 
silitis is contagious? I was suspicious 
that I had a case of diphtheria, but the 
subsequent treatment proved that it was 
not. Why should the disease go from 
one to the other? I took all precautions 
about cleanliness and use of cups, etc. 
No other persons visiting the family had 
sore throats. There were seven persons 
in the two families and six were affected. 

T. M. Jerrers, M. D. 

Lafayette, Ind. 

—:0:— 

Quinsy is a good thing for the Dosi- 
metrist, for with his quickly acting agent 
he has a control over it not known pre- 
viously.—Ep, 
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ASTHMA. 


For some time I have been using cal- 
cium iodized for asthma, and have found 
it gives quite speedy relief. Having 
ees @¢ 


The lone fisherman can try the sulphide sat- 
uration; if there are ladies in the rorty better 
try the menthol soap. 
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found it useful in croup, with its attend- 
ant laryngeal spasm, it occurred to me 
to give it in the same way for asthma. 
Fifteen grains in four ounces of water, 
a teaspoonful every fifteen minutes to 
half an hour, has most always géven re- 
lief in an hour or two. 

I have tried it in cases where stra- 
monium inhalations and all the other 
tried remedies have failed, and it has 
given relief. The drug is worthy a more 
extended trial in this direction. 

Cuas,. S. Youne, M. D. 

Geneseo, III. 


—:0:— 


This same point has been suggested 
before, and I am sure it is well taken. 
Calcium iodized has proved useful in 
hay fever also, and it seems as if the re- 
markable power it possesses of dissi- 
pating congestion of the respiratory mu- 
cosa is not limited to strictly inflamma- 
tory forms.—Ep. 
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PNEUMONIA. 


If the serum from the blood of con- 
valescents of pneumonia contains an an- 
titoxin which in some cuts short the dis- 
ease and in others induces crisis, how do 
you account for the action of aconitine 
in aborting 4 case of pneumonia? 

The pneumonia generates a pneumo- 
toxin, which causes fever, and acting on 
the body albumin generates an anti- 
pneumotoxin, which neutralizes the tox- 
in in the blood as it is formed. 

It is a self-limited disease, and accord- 
ingly the resistance of the cock against 
the inoculation with the pneumococcus 
is supposed to be from the high temper- 
ature of his body. If this is so, would 
not the rational treatment be to increase 
@¢e @ 

I like the strychnine granules in paralysis 


caused bv alcohol. It is the best tonic I know. 
—J. T. O. Saucier, M. D. 
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the heat of the body instead of depress- 
ing it with sedatives? Would not that 
knock the sedatives entirely? Had we 
not better increase heat than diminish 
it? 
W. H. J. 
——, Arkansas. 


—:0: 
The forces of the human body take 
care of the disease causes and disease 
products in the majority of instances, 
and it is only when the body tissues are 
overcome in a struggle that disease re- 
sults. By the use of the alkaloids we 
strengthen the weak points, and this re- 
inforcement prevents or jugulates dis- 
ease. If we destroy most of the mi- 
crobes and prevent the rest reproducing, 
the system has time to rally its forces, 
and will take care of the rest.—Ep. 


Me 


A WORD MORE ON IRISIN- 
IRIDIN. 


Among your especial applications of 
this remedy note this: In bilious colic, 
with headache and nausea, especially 
where the nausea goes on to vomiting— 
said vomit claimed by patient to feel as 
though he were vomiting a round string 
or rope of mucus—or where the mu- 
cous strings from the mouth, minute 
doses of this remedy will cure, and do so 
so quickly that the patient will think 
you doped him with morphine. One 
or two pellets dissolved in two-thirds of 
a glass of water, and a teaspoonful ad- 
ministered every fifteen minutes till pain 
ceases, then every half hour, and so on, 
effects a radical cure. Received my new 
No. 4 case yesterday morning and had 
opportunity to give this Homoeopathic 
application of irisin or iridin last night, 
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Hyoscine gr. 1-500 to 1-200 with heroin gr. 
I-12 hypodermatically, is the best hypnotic I 
have ever used.—T. H. Lyon. 
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using your granules, and it worked like 
a charm. First dose eased pain, fourth 
dose no pain, and vomited only twice. 
Iris also cures sick headaches, especially 
First chance I get will try 
che iridin in such a case and report. 
C. L. Tuupicuum, M. D. 
Wayne, Pa. 


of females. 
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Crinic readers will recall that in a 
recent issue of the CLINIc we gave 
many indications for the use of the ac- 
tive principle of iris, and this is one of 
the reflexes that have come to us. The 
active principle of iris is variously called 
“irisin” and “iridin,” by which name we 
have been accustomed to speaking of it, 
but it is all the same. I am sure that 
you will all profit by this suggestion 
from Dr. Thudichum, and if you can 
add more to our knowledge of the use- 
fulness of this agent we shall appreciate 
it. The columns of the Crrnic are al- 
ways open and we bespeak your most 
solicitous helpfulness.—Ep. 


a 
“THAT TIRED FFELING.” 


I was much pleased with Dr. Shaller’s 
article. It reminded me of a visit I once 
had from Hood’s Sarsaparilla agent, 
whose firm had induced him to call on 
all physicians and show the recipe for 
that article. It contained fifteen ingre- 
dients, but not a particle of sarsaparilla. 
Sassafras was the nearest approach to it. 
Calling the agent’s attention to this, he 
said: ‘Well, Ayer’s has none.” It was 
simply a conglomeration of roots and 
herbs thrown together, most of them 
wholly inert when disease exists, with a 
little potassium iodide. 
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Chloroform gtt. x. t..i. d., during last three 
weeks of pregnancy is an absolutely preventive 
of eclampsia—T. H. Lyon, M. D. 


SAUNDERS MEDICAL HAND-ATLASES, 


Atlas and Epitome of Abdominal Her- 
nias. By Privat docent Dr. George Sul- 
Edited, with addi- 


tan, of Gottingen. 
tions, by William B. Coley, M. D., with 
119 illustrations, 36 in colors, and 277 
pages of text. Philadelphia and London: 


W. B. Saunders & Co., 
$3.00 net. 

A valuable addition to Saunders’ Med- 
ical Hand Atlases, and a reliable mono- 
graph on a very frequent and often 
emergent disease. 

Lipoma in connection with hernia, is 
mentioned in this book. A record of a 
more rare hernial complication is that of 
tuberculosis, an account of which we met 
in the July number of the “ Archives 
Provinciales de Chirurgie,” edited by Dr. 
Marcel Baudouin. In the same journal 
there is an extensive essay on Lumbar 
Hernias. Readers of French who are in- 
terested in the subject of hernias will be 
greatly benefited by a perusal of this 
number. It is an easy matter to procure 
it; you can write for it to the editor, in 
English if unable or unwilling to write 
in French. 


1902. Cloth, 


A Treatise on Diseases of the Skin. 
For the use of Advanced Students and 
Practitioners. By Henry W. Stelwagon, 
M.D., Ph.D. Octavo of 1125 pages, with 
220 text illustrations, and 26 full-page 
lithographic half-tone plates. Philadel- 
phia, W. B. Saunders & Co., 1902. $6.00 
net. 

Text-books of the present day of ac- 
cumulated knowledge and studies, are not 
to be for the comparatively short time of 
student life, but to be valuable for a long 
time afterwards. In this respect the pro- 
fession is enriched to an uncommon ex- 
tent by this book. To be sure it is not a 
multum in parvo, but in magno, but it is 
therefore a thesaurus of diseases of the 
skin and its appendages, and in etiology, 
pathology, symptomatology, diagnosis 
and therapy in every respect up-to-date. 

We often complain of our inability to 
see and touch some diseased internal or- 
gans, but here is the most external organ 
of the organism, and do we yet know all 
there is to be known about it? Not yet! 
And this book before us is excellently cal- 
culated to increase our knowledge in this 
department of medicine. One of the 
most valuable points for study in this 
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book is the reference to literature. The 
index, too, is very helpful. It ought to 
have a great sale. 

vg 


A Text-Book of Practical Therapeu- 


tics. By Hobart Amory Hare, M. 
D. New (ninth) edition. In _ one 
octavo volume of 851 pages, with 


105 engravings and four colored plates. 
Cloth, $4.00. Lea Brothers & Co., Phila- 
delphia and New York. 

This ninth edition keeps up the same 
excellent and useful arrangement with 
the previous editions, of General Thera- 
peutic Considerations, Drugs, Remedial 
Measures other than Drugs, Feeding the 
Sick, Diseases, Table of Doses of Medi- 
cine in grains and grams, Index of 
Drugs and Remedial Measures, and In- 
dex of Diseases and Remedies. Each 
part except the first, is increased and 
brought up to date. This edition is apt 
not only to keep up but increase its pop- 
ularity, among those who do not use the 
alkalometric method, and even for us the 
book is of great value. 


ve 


Infant Feeding, Theory and Practice 
of, with notes on development. By H. D. 
Chapin, A. M., M. D. Publishers: Wm. 
Wood & Co., New York, 1902. 

The present transition state of our civ- 
ilization seems to favor the defemination 
of woman in her exclusive functions as 
wife and mother. Sterility is on the in- 
crease in the most advanced country of 
modern civilization, that is, our own 
United States of America. With this 
sterility goes the diminished size and di- 
minished activity of the female mammary 
gland, not in one and the same female 
but in the female of the country. The 
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Strophanthin as a diuretic and hemostatic 
is less efficient than either digitalin, sparteine, 
adonidin or caffeine. 
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causes of this state of things it is not 


here the place to speak about. It is a 
fact that agalactia is a prevalent condi- 
tion of American mothers. Hence the 
demand for reliable, scientific instruction 
on artificial infant feeding, and its in- 
creasing supply. The subject has to be- 
come part of the medical curriculum, 
clinical, respectively cunaecal, instruction 
included. Meantime the book before us 
is highly recommendable for its scientific 
thoroughness and practical availableness. 
It deals with principles with which the 
educated physician is familiar and which 
he is shown how to apply. Mechanically 
the book and illustrations are all that can 


be desired. 
ye 


Materia Medica and Therapeutics; 
Preventive Medicine, Climatology, and 
Forensic Medicine. 

These are contents of Vol. VII of The 
Practical Medicine Series, published by 
The Year Book Publishers, Chicago, 
$1.00, or $7.00 for the whole series. Like 
the other volumes this one, too, is very 
useful to keep up with the rapid advances 
of our knowledge of medicine. Many 
new uses of old procedures, and many 
uselessnesses of them are brought home 
to us. And if we do not want to re- 
main ignorant of these things, this series 
will serve us well. 


International Clinics, Twelfth series. 
Vol. II, 1902. Edited by Dr. H. W. Cat- 
tell and collaborators. Published quar- 
terly by J. B. Lippincott & Co., Philadel- 
phia. Price, $2.00. 

This is one of the finest numbers of 
this excellent series, which we have often 
reviewed and commended in these pages. 
we would 


In Therapeutics especially 
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Strophanthin has some antipyretic power, es- 
pecially when needed fpr accompanying dis- 
ease of the aortic valve. 


Among the Books 


mention, “Two Cases of Immediate 
Death Caused by the Spinal Injection of 
Cocaine,” and “Selected Prescriptions.” 

In General Medicine there is an impor- 
tant paper on “Oxybutyric Acid in Dia- 
betic Urine.” Another one is on “Ex- 
periences from Post-Mortems.” Another 
is on “Cyclic Albuminuria,” and another 
is “Gastro-intestinal Autointoxication.” 
These alone, besides the many other 
most valuable papers, are worth many 
times more the price of the entire vol- 


ume. 
w 


A Brief of Necroscopy and its Medico- 
Legal Relation. By G. Schmitt, M. D. 
Publishers: Funk & Wagnalls Co., N. Y. 
Price $1.00. Size 334x6% inches, limp 
leather. 

Such books as these supply a real need. 
Post-mortems are too little studied and 
too little attended, and yet are called for 
frequently from the physician to make 
them. What does the average reader 
know about its hundred and more points ? 
An honest answer should make him send 
for this book at once. 


we 


Prompt Aid to the Injured. A man- 
ual of instruction for military and civil 
use. By Alva H. Doty, M. D. Pub- 
lishers: D. Appleton & Co., N. Y. Price 
$1.50. This is the fourth edition since 
1889, in 1902. 

In many places where human beings 
are congregated to work, and sometimes 
for pleasure too, not a few dangers to 
life are lurking, owing to the strain, 
stress and hurry under which we are now 
living. The masses of our people are 

eee @ 
Strophanthin causes no gastric irritation, 


and is valuable in pure dilatation of the heart 
with general dropsy. 
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now better educated to understand a 
book like this. It should therefore be 
the ambition of many who are in com- 
pany with their fellowmen to study this 
book and be ready to serve them in time 
of need. 


w 


A Physician's Practical Gynecology. 
By Prof. W. O. Henry, M. D., Lincoln, 
Neb. The Review Press, 1902. Price 
$2.00. 

In the 226 pages of this book there is 
compressed a vast amount of informa- 
tion, which will help the general practi- 
cian to diagnose female troubles early, 
so as to do his patients the good he him- 
self or others can give. If anywhere it is 
in female diseases that treating of symp- 
toms is in most cases productive of mis- 
chief irreparable. This little book when 
followed will prevent such results. 


Electro-Therapeutic Guide. By Drs. 
Wm. F. Howe and H. C. Bennett. Sixth 
edition, revised and enlarged. Price 
$1.00. 

The authors are the widely known 
successful teachers of Electro-Therapeu- 
tics in their well-equipped National Col- 
lege of Electro-therapeutics, in Lima, 
Ohio, where they can be addressed. It 
is not expected that this book of 178 
pages will teach all the science, but it 
will guide the inquirer for and the 
student in the science. 


we 


Massage and the original Swedish 
movements, applied to diseases of the 
By K. W. Ostrom. Fifth re- 


body. 
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The dose of strophanthin varies with the 
sources from which it is derived. Use but 
one make and it will be uniform. 
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vised and enlarged edition, with 150 illus- 
trations. P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1902. 
Price $1.00. 

An excellent, reliable and _ boastless 
manual, worthy of a place in the physi- 


cian’s mind and library. 
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Bandaging; Principles and Practice 
of. By G. G. Davis, M. D. P. Blakis- 
ton’s Son & Co., Philadelphia, 
Price $1.50. 


1902. 


In 1866 the writer of this was accepted 
by the Austrian minister of Marine as 
physician and surgeon, for the time of 
war which Austria had then with Italy, 
on the strength of his diploma from the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
the University of the State of New York. 
My marine colleagues looked at me as- 
kance and suspiciously, as American 
physicians were wont to be at that time. 
I bore it patiently. The first case they 
gave me to attend required bandaging of 
a leg. I did it, they looked at it, and 
then shook hands with me cordially. 1 
learned bandaging from surgeons Wm. 
Van Buren and Alfred C. Post, masters 
in their arts. Bandaging is well worth 
learning, and this book will teach it, but 
you have to practice it. Do so.now, if 


you have not before. 
% 


Pediatrics and Orthopedic Surgery. 
This forms Volume VIII of the Prac- 
tical Medicine Series of Year Books, 
published by the Y. B. Publishers, Chi- 
cago. Price $1.25, or $7.50 for the series. 

The first subject is treated by Drs. 

¢e @ 


The dose of Merck’s strophanthin is 1-10 of 
a millicram, or gr. 1-667, the daily maximum 
being 0.0005 to 0.001, gr. 1-67. 
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W. S. Christopher and John Ridlon, and 
the last by Dr. S. J. Walker. It is a book 
of 225 pages, good paper, well printed 
and bound. Like the rest of the series 
it gives a succinct but faithful account of 
the achievements and further knowledge 
acquired during the past year, in the 
branches of medicine treated of in this 
volume. 


Applied Surgical Anatomy. 
ally presented for students and practi- 
By Geo. Woolsey, 
With 125 illustrations, 
Lea Bros. & Co., Pub- 


Region- 


tioners of medicines. 
A, 8 mM. BD. 


mostly colored. 


lishers, N. Y. and Philadelphia.. Price 
$5.00. 
This excellent book will be a great 


help to the general practitioner who de- 
pends less upon the details of anatomy 
than the surgeon, and is therefore in 
danger of forgetting them, or as the 
common expression is “getting rusty.” 
When the need of remembering those 
details presents itself in their own per- 
plexing untextbook-like way, this Ap- 
plied Surgical Anatomy will be a great 
help to give us practised hints and points, 
with many of which our anatomic text- 
books could not be expected to occupy 
themselves. For the physicians who have 
not the advantages of a college dissection 
room near by, this book will be consid- 
erable of a substitute. For the student 
this will be an invaluable monitor to fol- 
low up the surgical lectures and clinics 
he attends. The author’s style is very 
fluent and in parts almost engaging. The 
mechanical execution and_ illustrations 
are just what might be expected from 
Lea Bros. & Co.—excellent. 
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In exophthalmic goiter strophanthin has 
been given in enormots doses with asserted 
success. It seems worth trial. 


QUERIES< 
Answered 


PLEASE NOTE. 


While the editors make replies to these queries as they are able, they are very far from wishing to monop- 
olize the stage, and would be pleased to hear from any reader who cau furnish further and better 


information. 
good or bad. 


Moreover, we would urge those seeking advice to report the results, whether 
Im all cases please give the number of the query when writing any- 


thing concerning it. Positively no attention paid to anonymous letters. 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES. 


Repty to Query:— Shellenberger’s 
pills were popular in Pennsylvania before 
the civil war, but I do not hear of them 
now. They contained quinine sulph. two 
gr., protocarbonate of iron one grain, and 
lampblack a small amount. The carbon 
was what puzzled the analyzers, as they 
could not determine its exact quality, 
hence could not successfully imitate the 
pill. The formula was given me years 
ago by a nurse in an asylum, where a 
brother of the pill proprietor was con- 
fined, the brother imparting the secret, 
which was the lampblack ingredient. 

On page 108 of your book on Sexual 
Hygiene you state that “Prof. Walling 
of Philadelphia has devised a stem pes- 
sary with grooves,” etc. I never devised 
a pessary of any kind, to say nothing 
about one to prevent conception. I have 
had letters from doctors asking the price, 
etc., and was at a loss to understand the 

matter until I read your book. Will you 
please correct your statement and oblige. 

Wo. H. Wa ttre, M. D. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Much obliged for the note on Shellen- 
berger’s Pills. In the next edition of the 
book the reference to you will be left out. 


Dr. L. R. Marcley, of Washington, con- 
tributed that notice.—Eb. 


Report ON Query 3196:—Of Camp- 
bell’s book on “‘Phallic Worship” there 
were only 300 copies printed, all that 
were subscribed. The work is rare and 
hard to find. I have a perfect copy, for 
which I ask $10. If anyone wishes it at 
that price I will mail the book to you. 

W. A. S., Missouri. 


ye 


ReEpPorRT ON Query: — My son’s case 
was described in the Criinic for May, 
page 487. The pain in the eyeballs is 
better, also that in the back of the head 
and the neck; worse on taking cold. He 
complains of a constant tired nervous 
feeling at base of brain. He has nasal 
catarrh, fresh attacks aggravating all the 
symptoms. Is this at the bottom of the 
whole trouble? He has a jerky or throb- 
bing sensation in the back of the head 
and upper spine, synchronous with the 
heart-beat. Coffee and tea increase his 
nervousness. 

Re 3s Sh 


It may be that catarrh is at the bot- 
tom of the whole trouble, 


Indiana. 


but autotox- 
emia may be at the bottom of the catarrh ; 


and altogether this is a which I 
would very much prefer to see persomilly 


before making a positive diagnosis.—EFp. 


case 
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REPORT ON Query :—The case of gall- 
stones for whom I ordered boldine re- 
ported today. She feels better than for 
two years., An occasional pain shooting 
around the waist is all that is left. 

B. B., Kentucky. 


w 


REPORT ON Query :—“Epilepsy.”” You 
may say as to my epileptic daughter, that 
the treatment given in the August 
Cirnic has been followed to the letter, 
and is very satisfactory. We have no de- 
sire to change. She has brightened up 
and become active under the treatment, 
and appears as well as ever. 


E. C. W., West Virginia. 


I am very glad, indeed, to hear the re- 
port from your daughter, and congratu- 
late you on the good results of your treat- 
ment.—Eb. 
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SUGGESTION FOR QUERIES. 3185 :— 
Epilepsy, is a case for sulphur—abso- 
lutely sulphur. 

3184:—Epilepsy, dilate the vaginal os- 
tium as well as the anal sphincter. 

3197 :—Dilute phosphoric acid instead 
of nitric. : 

3226 :—Menorrhagia: 
dulum, if apocynin fails. 

J. F. E., Texas. 


Trillium Pen- 


% 


REPORT ON Query :—I am pleased to 
say that after using the sanguinarine and 
your other treatment, my voice is much 
better, as well as my general health. I in- 
creased the dose daily till it caused burn- 
ing in the stomach and then dropped back 
to 15 granules, gr. 1-67 each, a day. Iam 
still using Euarol, adding a few drops of 


oil of cubebs. 
W. M. H., Arkansas. 


mw MM 


QUERIES. 


Query 3308:— “Dysentery.” Mag- 
nesium sulphate 4 oz., laudanum I oz., 
water 8 oz. Dose, a tablespoonful after 


each movement. 
S. S., Mississippi. 


Your preparation is good, but not 
pleasant to take. Substitute emetin for 
the laudanum. Give a granule of emetin 
gr. 1-67 every quarter of an hour until 
faint nausea is manifested and a smal] 
dose of saline laxative every two hours, 
with small hot enemas to restrain tenes- 
mus, adding silver nitrate one grain to 
four ounces if necessary.—Ep. 


bs 


QueRY 3309:—“Oenanthe Crocata.” 
What do you know of this drug and its 
uses? I have a case of idiopathic epi- 
lepsy, a man of 67. 

E. B., Louisiana. 
2@*@e ea @ 

My impression is that the heart tonics are 


rarely given in the nicely balanced doses neces- 
sary to get the best effect. 


Oenanthe Crocata, Webster says, has a 
doubtful reputation in the treatment of 
epilepsy. It is reported as_ benefiting 
cases when fits occur in rapid succession. 
Lloyd’s specific tincture is probably the 
best preparation. Of this, one writer rec- 
ommends five minims in six ounces of 
water. Dose, a teaspoonftil every three 
hours until headache occurs, then less 
frequently.— Ep. 
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Query 3310:—“Amenorrhea.” Girl, 
16, has never menstruated, well devel- 
oped, no obstruction, cannot be made to 
work or go about much, spends most of 
her time in bed, had hot foot baths, hot 
hip baths, potassium permanganate and 
other emmenagogues. 

R. M., Missouri. 


@e @ 
Of any heart tonic give just enough to re- 


store tone to the blood-vessels and not enough 
to contract their caliber. 


Condensed Queries Answered 


The difficulty has not been in the 
choice of remedies but in persistence in 
their use. Give potassium permanga- 
nate gr. 1-6, iron arsenate gr. 1-67 and 
senecin gr. 1-6, together, before and after 
each meal and on going to bed, continued 
for six months or until the flow is estab- 
lished. Whenever there is any evidence 
of the effort of nature to establish the 
flow, add to each dose two granules of 
sanguinarine nitrate. Keep her bowels 
clear by the use of aloin. See that she 
gets a due amount of exercise with nu- 
tritious food. If she has pimples on the 
face substitute alnuin for the senecin. If 
she is fat and flabbyor pale give sanguin- 
arine continuously with the others.—Ep. 


vg 


Query 3311:—“ Albuminuria.” A 
man, 68, awoke one morning to find him- 
self unable to get on his feet. He is 
since unable to get around, losing 


strength, can now use legs, heart good, 
diagnosed as nephritis. 


H. M. M., South Dakota. 


The urine contains albumin, about 0.04 
per cent. The presence of a little albu- 
min does not necessarily constitute nephri- 
tis, and the symptoms as you describe 
them would indicate myelitis. I have 
never known nephritis to come so sud- 
denly. Keep his bowels clear and asep- 
tic, and give him strychnine hypophos- 
phite gr. 1-67 every hour until effect, and 
then often enough to keep it up. Have 
the limbs massaged, and give plenty of 
buttermilk so as to keep the kidneys 
flushed constantly. —En. 


ue 
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Query 3312:—‘“ Angina Pectoris. ” 
My wife, suffering four weeks, with se- 
vere paroxysmal pains in left shoulder, 
back, side and arm. Worse after mid- 
night, requiring morphine. Urine nega- 
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tive, appetite fair, tender over first dorsal 
vertebra and above and below clavicle, 
below scapula and in sixth intercostal 
space, at times. Worse in one place and 
better in others. Treatment relieves only 
temporarily. 

F. C. A., Indiana. 


Empty the bowels with Saline Laxa- 
Give ar- 
senic iodide gr. 1-67 four times a day, 


tive and render them aseptic. 


and for the pain give glonoin and hyos- 
cyamine amor. gr. I-250 each, as often 
as may be needed to give relief. Coun- 
ter-irritation over the tender vertebra is 
also of advantage, although the spinal 
irritation comes from the stomach.—Ep. 


ve 


Query 3313:—‘“Arrest of Develop- 
ment.” Is nuclein or any of the animal 
extracts of any value in cases of arrested 
development ? 


F. D. W., New Hampshire. 


Nuclein should be of value, as it stim- 
ulates the vital processes universally and 
powerfully—Eb. 


Me 

QuerRY 3314: — “ Arterio-sclerosis. ’ 
Male, 60, sick five months; lying down; 
complains of dyspnea and “heart beating 
hard.” Lost 20 pounds weight, looks 
worn out, appetite fair, some belching, 
sleep poor, marked arterio-sclerosis, spec. 
gravity of urine 1019, 65 oz. in 24 hours, 
apex beat one inch to left of nipple, ac- 
centuation of second sound, pulse at 
times intermittent, fairly strong, percus- 
sion sound, especially over upper right 
lung exaggerated, respiratory murmurs 
feeble, expiratory not prolonged. 

H. R. G., South Dakota. 


This man’s case is the result of years 
of over-eating, and just what will come 
of it no one knows. I advise that he be 
put on strychnine arsenate gr. I-30 three 
times daily with meals, and that he take 
iron, quinine and strychnine arsenates at 


e©ee2@e ee SS @ 


If any heart tonic is given in doses large 
enough to contract the arteries the good effect 
will be neutralized. 


For further suggestions on these queries 
see the “Ad Index” in the advertising pages 
following. 
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bedtime, with a dose of saline laxative 
sufficient to flush him two to six times 
a week. In addition let him take sodium 
succinate gr. x, and a cup of hot water 
about two hours after each meal, and live 
on a plain, limited, very carefully mixed 
diet. After these symptoms are relieved, 
leave him on iodide for six 
months, to combat arterio-sclerosis.—Eb. 


Ld 


arsenic 


x 


Query 3315:—‘Arthrosis.” A lady, 
66, low vitality, muscular rheumatism 
for years; for two months progressive 
arthrosis of most joints, especially hands 
and feet; enlarging and very painful. I 
am an‘old Eclectic, have used Lloyd’s 
specifics for years with good satisfaction, 
but I want the best. Your remedies are 
not new to me except in form. 

H. B, L., Wisconsin. 

I would advise here the tablet devised 
to meet Prof. Waugh’s suggestions in 
the paper on obesity. With this, have 
the lady exclude meat and acids from 
her diet, and I am quite sure you will 
find within ten days’ time a gratifying 
improvement. Let her take a tablet three 
times a day, before meals, gradually in- 
creasing to seven times a day, one be- 
fore and after each meal and on going to 
bed ; her diet to be nutritious, but not too 
much water.—Ep. 

wg 
QUERY 33 “Beauty.” I have lady 
patients who want a book on how to keep 
or become beautiful, facial massage, or 
something of that sort. 

W. E. K., Massachusetts. 

There still stands on the statutes of 
Great an ancient law that for- 
bade women the use of paint, powder, 
patches, all 
other means by which the sex might seek 


16 :— 


Britain 


ribbons, curls, silks, and 
to render themselves more attractive and 
thus disturb the peace of mind of his 
With all which 
@e @ 


Majesty’s lieges. 


we 


No treatment of a weak or imperfect heart 
is rational that does not begin with the dry 
diet to reduce the heart’s work. 
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cheerfully concur. They are far too at- 
tractive as it is, and all such books should 
be discouraged. 

The best book on the subject which 
I know of is one by Shoemaker of Phila- 
delphia, on Personal Beauty, published 


by F. A. Davis Co. in that city —Ep. 
vg 


QUERIES 3317-18-19-20: — “Burns.” 
What is the best dressing for burns, when 
they can only be dressed once a day? 
Powders do not act well. 

How is Tr. saponis viridis made. 

Can all the alkaloidal granules be used 
for hypodermics? 

What is Raynaud’s disease? 

G. T. V., California. 


For burns apply Campho-Phenique, 
then dress dry. 

Tr. saponis viridis is made by dissolv- 
ing green soap in alcohol. 

All the granules made of alkaloids can 
be used for hypodermic injection, and 
most of the salts. Glucosides, resinoids 
and concentrations will hurt. 

Raynaud’s disease is vasomotor spasm 
of the fingers and toes, symmetrical, in 
time going on to gangrene. You will 
find a list of those named diseases in 
Gould’s dictionary.—Eb. 


ys 


Query 3321:—‘“Calculi?” A_ wife, 
28, short and fat, during the last month 
of her second gestation, in February, 
1901, had spells of syncope, each lasting 
some minutes and repeated every ten to 
thirty minutes for 24 to 28 hours. There 
were several crops of these. Her twin 
sister had had them in two pregnancies. 

The present trouble began in February, 
1902; colic at each menstruation, slight 
at first, each one worse. 

In June her husband came for some 
liver medicine, saying she had fever each 
evening and headache. I found her 
down with a mixed fever, a lot of queer 
ese ¢ 

Strophanthin is well suited for prolonged 


administration, in any: valvular affection, after 
a week of digitalin. 





Condensed Queries Answered 


symptoms; tongue slightly coated, a 
dirty white, temp. from normal to 104, 
irregular, pulse 80 to 115, headache bad 
at base, continued pain in spleen, at times 
severe, slight tenderness over liver, stom- 
ach and bowels, slight tympanites, very 
obstinate dry cough, any sputum raised 
white and frothy. 

The ordinary treatment for the com- 
mon bilious fever, calomel, quinine, ace- 
tanilid and aconite, did no good, except 
to exchange constipation to diarrhea. Af- 
ter a two weeks’ trial I placed her on 
W-A Intestinal Antiseptics, in solution 
every two hours while awake, which 
caused constant nausea; so I reduced to 
one tablet—nausea not so severe, less 
soreness and tympanites. She was kept 
on this with strychnine until convales- 
cing. Aconitine or any of its combina- 
tions caused uncontrollable nausea. 

She recovered very slowly indeed, was 
just able to be around, when on July 25, 
a week after her menses, I was sent for; 
but being away, Dr. T. was called, who 
remained from 6 p. m. till 1 a. m., before 
she was relieved. 

July 27, I found her very sore in kid- 
neys, liver and stomach, no fever, pulse 
normal, constipated, tongue dirty yellow, 
fair appetite. Urine showed a yellowish 
thick and slimy deposit. During attacks 
the urine is copious and _ water-white,. 
with no deposit. 

July 30th, another attack, coming just 
after eating, at noon, without warning. 
Found her very restless, sweating pro- 
fusely, writhing and modaning with pain, 
temp. and pulse normal, frequent efforts 
to belch, but the belching gave no relief: 
bowels had acted since attack began; ne 
nausea. So extremely tender was she in 
kidnevs, stomach and liver that she could 
not bear the weight of her clothes. I 
gave glonoin gr. 1-100, hyoscyamine, gr. 
I-500, strychnine arsenate gr, 1-50, 
chloroform inhaled for paroxysms, re- 
peated every 15 minutes, till her face was 
heavily flushed, and no relief in two 
hours. Then morphine er. 1-4 every 30 
minutes for three doses, when the par- 
oxysm gave way. They recurred about 
every three minutes. There was a heavy 


1015 


aching pain from kidneys to liver and 
stomach, centering in the gall-bladder. 
B. B., Kentucky. 


In this case it is absolutely necessary 
that the urine should be examined at the 
laboratory. Take the total amount for 
twenty-four hours, note the number of 
ounces and send of this a_ sample. 
3oldine would be my remedy, gr. 1-67, 
from six to ten times a day. Flush the 
colon thoroughly, and then throw into it 
a pint of warm saline solution, in order 
to flush the kidneys, repeating this every 


day. See if her liver is shrinking.—Ep. 


ue 


QueERY 3322:—‘“Catarrh of the Gall- 
bladder.” Woman, 68, very fleshy, 
seized in April with very severe pain in 
the liver, persisting till now, with inter- 
vals of cessation. Fusiform enlargement 
under right costal cartilages. Violent 
cough at times but no bronchitis, pulse 
rarely under 100, temp. 100 to 102. At- 
tacks of nausea and headache. Tongue 
perfectly clean, bowels regular. Urine 
normal. No jaundice. Dropsy of right 
leg, a little in left, good appetite, eats 
anything without trouble following, 
heart normal, right pulse fuller than left, 
confined to bed. Tumor under liver sub- 
sides when aqua regia is applied. Lost 
no flesh. Counsel suggested tinctures 
nux, digitalis and iron. 

R. C. B., Virginia. 


I think you have catarrh of the gall- 
bladder here, although the fever would 
I do not at all compre- 
hend the rationale of your consultant's 
recommendations. Please ask him what 
were the indications for the three reme- 


My advice would be to 


indicate cancer. 


dies he advised. 
place a patient upon the treatment so of- 
ten recommended in the Ciinic for ga'l- 
stones—sodium succinate 5 grains, dios- 
corein gr. 1-2 and boldine 2-67, be- 


fore each meal and on going to bed, con- 


eee @ ee @ 


If moderate doses of any heart tonic lose 
their effect it is better to add a moderate dose 
of some other of the group. 


For further suggestions on these queries 
see the “Ad Index” in the advertising pages 
following. 
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tinued in this case for at least three 
months. If it is catarrh or gall-stones 
this will cure. If cancer the case will by 
that time have developed sufficiently for 
its recognition.—Ep. 


aye 
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QUERY 3323:—‘“Chorea.” Boy, 10, 
heart pounds ribs, tonsils enlarged, phi- 
mosis, rheumatic, poorly developed, un- 
der-sized. On Fowler’s, aconitine, iron 
arsenate, salicylate for tonsils; will 
change to veratrine, strychnine arsenate, 
digitalin and acid arsenous. What do- 
sage? 

What about tobacco habit? 

F, M. J., Indiana. 

You disregard 
strychnine arsenate, giving in increasing 
doses until the strychnine effect is mani- 
fested. I would advise the addition of 
cicutine hydrobromate also pushed to full 


dosage. 


can the arsenic in 


For the tobacco habit, a granule of 
berberine gr, 1-6, sucked like a lozenge, 
every hour while awake.—Eb. 


vg 


QueRY 3324:—“ Clay-eating.” We 
have many clay-eaters here, among all 
classes. Many die of it. What gives 
the desire to eat this sandy clay? 

C. F. S., Central America. 

It has been found that the clay con- 
tains a certain amount of nutritive mat- 
ter; but the eating must be classed with 
other habits to’‘which humanity is liable, 
and whose effects are, to say the least, 
not beneficial.—En. 

we 


re 


QueERY 3325 :—‘Costiveness.” Wom- 
an, constipated, stools dry, laxatives aid 
but temporarily, no uterine displacement. 

M. A. J., Iowa. 

In this case you need two things: 
Firstly, you must give that woman 
chloroform and dilate the anal sphincter 


@e @ 


Strychnine nitrate has been extensively used 
in the treatment of the alcohol habit, adminis- 
tered hypodermically. 


The Alkaloidal Clinic 









thoroughly. Second, she needs some- 
thing to increase the fluidity of the pas- 
sages, a morning dose of saline laxative, 
or a few granules of lobelin added to the 
anticonstipation granules.—Ep. 


we 


QuERY 3326:—“Constipation.” Wife, 
38, always at home, three misses, menses 
regular but painful, leucorrhea follow 
ing; pain in shoulders four months, run- 
ning into occiput, muscles of arms, 
thighs and calves, tense drawing pain; 
dull heavv headache for year, occipital 
or frontal, rarely vertical; a large flesh) 
plethoric weak woman, sallow, greenish, 
brownish spots; costive, tongue broad 
pale and flabby; eats little meat, drinks 
strong coffee three times a day, and lots 
of water, but sweats freely, improved on 
laxatives and antiseptics; under chio- 
nanthus urinary solids increased from 640 
grains daily to 800. No albumin or su- 
gar. Diet regulated, skin clearer, menses 
better, coffee habit cured, headache 
ceases for an hour occasionally; always 
drowsy, pain in shoulders and arms; has 
sciatica unless taking colchicine. 

J. C. M. Kentucky. 

You have done that woman good; but 
what she needs, is that 
should dilate the anal sphincter under 
chloroform. Then your excellent treat- 
ment will take hold in earnest.—Ep. 


Doctor, you 


og 
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Query 3327:—* Debility.” What 
doses of nuclein would you recommend 
for an adult who is able to get about, 
but has been generally debilitated for 
several months? 

J. S. J., Louisiana. 

I am now recommending as full dos¢ 
thirty minims of nuclein a day for an 
adult and this seems to fill the indica- 
tions nicely.—Ep., 

ue 


Ouery 3328:—“ Diabetes Insipidus. ”’ 
Urine, s.g. 1005, 5 quarts in 24 hours, 


eee € 


In alcoholism inject strychnine nitrate hypo- 
dermically gr. 1-40 every four hours, increag- 
ing the dose to full effect. 





Condensed Queries Answered 


no albumin, very odorous, excess of 
phosphate lime, flocky. You suggest er- 
gotin, digitalin and strychnine arsenate. 
In what time would you expect tangible 


results? 
J. M., Kansas. 


You should notice an effect for good 
from the prescription quoted within two 
weeks. I would strongly advise begin- 
ning, however, with pilocarpine pushed 
to the production of free sweating, then 
the formula quoted.—Eb. 
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QueERY 3329:—‘Diabetes Insipidus. ” 
What can you tell me about polyuria in 
children? Every one of a family of six 
have had it at two years of age. One 
son at 12 now has it. Temporary re- 
lief from ergot and iron; have tried ace- 
tanilid and arsenic bromide; began to- 
day the compound: sulphocarbolates, hav- 
ing an idea that the cause is bacteria in 
the alimentary canal. 


E. J. F., Mexico. 


Polyuria or diabetes insipidus de- 
creases rapidly when pilocarpine is given 
in doses sufficient to cause slight sweat- 
ing, once a day. Use this every day for 
a week, and then give berberine gr. 1-6 
four times a day for a month. This I 
believe is your best hold, although you 
may find a great advantage in the use of 
arbutin about one grain a day. The bow- 
els should of course be kept clear and 
aseptic as you very properly 
Ep. 


sug- 
gest. 


by 


QUERY 3330:—* Diabetes Mellitus. ” 
My patient has no. symptom of diabetes 
except the persistence of about one per 
cent of sugar, urine s.g. 1030. He has 
been on rigid diet, taken Eulexine, stron- 
tium lactate, and arsenic to full effect, 
= long periods, without notable re- 
sults. 


O. W. H., Illinois. 


ee @ 


The tonicity induced by hypodermics of 
strychnine in full doses prevents the depres- 
sion when alcohol is withdrawn. 


1017 


Suppose you simply try intestinal anti- 
septics and berberine, giving a grain a 
day of the latter and sufficient doses of 
the former, for one month and watch for 
results.—Ep. 


QueERY 3331 :—‘‘Dropsy.” 
man has cardiac dropsy. 
to use apocynin for him. 

J. A. E., Pennsylvania. 


An old 
Tell me how 


Give apocynin gr. 1-6 before each 
meal, and increase the dose until the de- 
sired result is obtained. Don’t be in a 
hurry doctor. It is sometimes a little 
slow getting to work.—Eb. 


4 


QuERY 3332:—‘Dropsy.” A man has 
had several attacks of heat-exhaustion, 
the last in June, 1901, from which he 
has not recovered his former health. 
For months there has been general cede- 
ma, abdomen, limbs and face greatly 
swollen on rising, but disappears dur- 
ing the day. Voice high pitched and 
squeaky by day, becoming normal by 
sundown. Weak, easily exhausted, al- 
ways cold even on hottest days, never 
perspires except slightly when exhaust- 
ed, some pains still in head, appetite and 
digestion good, happy disposition; pulse 
fast but no other sign of heart disease, 
kidneys and liver normal, never used al- 
cohol, tight waistband causes swelling 
above the constriction. Explain voice; 
dropsy coming at night; diagnosis; ac- 
tion of Betz’s hot air in this case; treat- 
ment; would cardiac degeneration .ex- 
plain this case? 

X. Y. Z., Illinois. 


Treat that man by giving him apocy- 
nin gr. 1-6, and berberine gr. 1-6, every 
two, three or four hours while awake, 
according to the action upon the bowels; 
also closely limit the amount of liquid he 
takes in, in fact using a good deal the 
regime for obesity Dr. Waugh described 
in the last CLINIC. 
ee 


For further suggestions on these queries 
see the “Ad Index” in the advertising pages 
following. 
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at night because the oedema of the larynx 
has subsided. Dropsy usually appears in 
the dependent portions, hence in the low- 
er half of the body by day. 


tion from this rule can only be explained 


Any varia- 


by some abnormality of the circulation, 
which can only be found on physical ex- 


amination. Your suggestion about the 


degenerated heart muscle is probably cor- 
rect.—Ep. 


oe 
“ 


QuERY 3333:— Dropsy.” Boy, had 
rheumatism, followed by pericarditis and 
nephritis; urine loaded with albumin, 
turbid, dark: face bloated, some ascites, 
feet not much swollen, rheumatism and 
pericarditis both well but loud systolic 
murmur at apex, much dyspnea, tickling 
cough. 

S. T. C., Delaware. 


Give chloroform and benzoic acid a 
dram each, sodium acetate an ounce, and 
water to make one pint. Dose, a table- 
spoonful every four hours, the bowels to 
be regulated by a morning dose of sa- 
line laxative, and the diet to consist ex- 
clusively of skimmed milk, as described 
by Mitchell.—Eb. 


4 
ve 


QuERY 3334:— Duodenal Mycosis. ” 
Last Saturday I felt funny in the gall- 
bladder, stomach all right; took aloin 
and elaterium, bringing feces, then bile; 
tracing passage from duodenum to um- 
bilicus by sensation; then mucous ma- 
terial appeared, stopped by codeine; and 
Triple Arsenates with Nuclein restored 
the vitality. Last year I had five such 
attacks. 

G. C., Nicaragua. 


I think the attacks you describe are 
due to microbic invasions of the duode- 
num and biliary passages, and that they 
would be prevented by a course of treat- 
ment similar to that we use for gall- 
stones, namely, dioscorein, boldine and 

ew ee 


If the drunkard does not feel depressed 
when he stops alcohol, he can get along with- 
out it until vitality is restored. 
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sodium succinate, taken for six months. 
If Iam right the attacks would complete- 


Ep. 


ly cease within that time. 





% 

QUERY 3335 :—Elecampane.” What 
is elecampane root? It is said to be a 
remedy for hydronhobia. 

W. L., North Carolina. 


Elecampane is the inula, from which 
we obtain helenin. It is a European 
plant with ninety species, one of which 
has become naturalized in America. It 
has never been sufficiently tested in regu- 
lar medicine.—Eb. 

os 

QvueRY 3336:—‘ Enteritis.”’ Baby, 
nine months old, weighs 15 pounds, di- 
gestion torpid, fever, diarrhea, 
lumpy and chalky, at times watery, tenes- 
mus, discharges often blood-tinged ; bot- 
tle-fed. Condensed milk alone procura- 
ble. Improved temporarily on pepsin, 
nuclein and sodium sulphocarbolate. 

E. J. P., New Mexico. 


This is simply a case of bad feeding. 


stools 


Clean the baby out with castor oil, and 
put her on to a gruel made of any of the 
predigested breakfast foods and water, 
thoroughly cooked, fresh twice a day, 
and salted. Don’t give too much and 
don’t feed too often, and don’t give any 
milk at all until the child straightens 
out ; and then add a very little bit of con- 
densed milk or cream to the gruel. Your 
prescription is all right, but the trouble is 


that the baby has been fed wrone.—Ebp. 


ot: 


“i 


QuERY 3337 :—‘‘Epilepsy.”” Woman, 46. 
epileptic since 18, fits increasing in num- 
ber and violence, aura from bowels, now 
on strontium and calcium bromides. Do 
you advise macrotin, verbenin and cy- 
pripedin, with gold bromide as better? 

W. F. R., New Jersey. 
@@e@ 
Some confirmed alcoholics cannot stand any 


but the smallest doses of any of the strych- 
nine salts. Be careful. 


Condensed Queries Answered 


The combination you suggest is a good 
one and would give you much better re- 
sults in the long run than the big-dose 


bromides. If you continue the latter 


substitute arsenic bromide for Fowler’s 
solution. 

- he 1 1 

3y the way, her bowels ought to have 
attention, as the aura seems distinctly to 


come from there. Has she worms ?—Eb. 


4 


QueERY 3338:—‘‘Epilepsy.” Age 32, 
fits since 14th year, also a number im- 
mediately following birth; mother asth- 
matic, rest of family gouty, on mother’s 
side, father’s history negative. 

Under all kinds of treatment by all 
kinds of doctors; fits four a day to once 
amonth. Have used principally elimina- 
tive methods such as sweating, and such 
drugs as colchicine, lithium, nitrites, 
atropine, sulphocarbolates, _ nuclein, 
strychnine, etc. Physical condition, excel- 
lent except when under bromides, which 
I have avoided. 

Four months ago I began verbenin, 
with the result that the attacks have be- 
come both less frequent and less severe. 
But unfortunately, about eight weeks 
ago he began to complain of a pain in 
his abdomen, which was attributed to 
various causes, but could not be relieved 
except by producing sleep. This grad- 
ually extended to his feet, which be- 
came so painful that he could not stand 
on them, and he then took to his bed 
and in a short time the pain spread to 
every part of his body. Some time be- 
fore this point was reached, I had made 
the diagnosis of hallucinal pain, and was 
confirmed in this, both by council and the 
fact that he now began to have delusions 
and other hallucinations. 

He rapidly lost flesh and strength, and 
from at first being put to sleep with diffi- 
culty, he now slept most of the time in a 
way which suggested hysteria. Two 
weeks ago he refused positively to eat, 
but when he would drink he was given 
albumin water. His temperature ran 
from 100 to 102 F., and his pulse from 
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120 to 130. Last Saturday he looked as 
though he could not last more than three 
or four days, but since then has rallied 
and yesterday seemed quite clear-headed, 
but the pain was worse than ever. To- 
day he has had two convulsions, but 
waked up from each complaining bitterly 
of the pain. It has been just one month 
since the last attack, and they had been 
coming every few days before that. His 
pupils constantly vary in size, but are 
more apt to dilate under the light than 
otherwise. He frequently asks to have 
his head cut off with an ax. What I 
particularly want to know is: Will any- 
thing stop the pain without putting him 
to sleep, and about how long would such 
a condition be likely to last ? 

He has had no verbenin for several 
weeks, nor any other remedy with refer- 
ence to fits. 


M. G. D., Virginia. 


This is a most remarkable case. There 
is inflammatory action going on in his 
brain, and for this I would give the 
iodides, mercury and arsenic, with iodo- 
form, keeping as close to the salivation 
point as possible, and keep up free elim- 
ination as you have been doing. Counter 
irritation or a seton to the neck would 


also be advisable-—Eb. 


we 


QUERY 2339:—“Epilepsv.” I wish to 
know something about the treatment of 
epilepsy—I mean the cure. I have sev- 
eral cases and have helped them but not 
cured them. One of them is inclined to 
the idea of the goat serum and I would 
like some information anent this prepara- 
tion if vou will do me the favor. 

G. N. M., Massachusetts. 


As to the goat serum, Dr. Brewer has 
reported a remarkable series of cures, 
and other doctors have reported to us 
that they themselves have been cured by 
him, which is pretty good evidence; but 
personally we have not used the treat- 


eee Oe ee @ 


_ If an alcoholic cannot stand strychnine he is 
incurable unless by very prolonged and care- 
ful treatment indeed. 


For further suggestions on these queries 
see the “Ad Index” in the advertising pages 
following. 
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ment ourselves, The routine we at pres- 
ent lay down for epilepsy is this: Go 
over the patient from head to foot in the 
search for all possible causes for reflex 
irritability and treating everything you 
can find however trifling and inconse- 
quent it may appear. Especially attend 
to the genito-urinary apparatus, the bow- 
els and the rectum. Many cases require 
dilation of the sphincter. A number of 
Then exclude salt 
from the diet as rigidly as possible. See 
that the elimination is kept up to the full 
standard. Carefully regulate the diet 
and prevent the gluttony so often pres- 
ent. 

Of therapeutic remedies first give ver- 
benin gr. 1-3 four times a day, gradually 
increased until manifest evidence of its 
action is presented. The first adjuvant 
is cicutine hydrobromate, next gelsemin, 
and with these atropine and glonoin, to 
be used at the beginning of the spasm 
to prevent the vasomotor constriction, 
and thus jugulate the spasm. This is the 
foundation on which to build and after 
reading your letter again I am quite 
curious to know what sort of a super- 
structure you add.—Ep. 


cases have worms. 


oe 
ve 


QueERY 3340:—“Epilepsy.” Man, at- 
tacks monthly, no cause discovered, 38 
years old, affected eight years, good hab- 
its, bromides failed. 

A. L. T., Ohio. 

Examine this patient from head to foot 
for sources of reflexes, especially attend- 
ing to the genital organs and the rectum. 
He should be taught to test his urine for 
uric acid every day, and when it de- 
creases notably below the normal stand- 
ard come to you at once. Give him ver- 
benin beginning with gr. 1-3 four times 
a day and adding a dose a day whenever 


ee @¢ @ 

Soak a fiddle-string in alcohol for twenty 

years and try to tune it; then try strychnine 
on the alcohol-saturated nerves. 
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he has a fit. If a fit threatens clear him 
out with hydragogues and pilocarpine, 
and give him glonoin and atropine to 
take if he feels a fit coming on. Exclude 
salt from his diet as strictly as you possi- 
bly can.—Eb. 


wy 
QUERIES 3341-42-43-44-45: — “ Ex- 
cess.” What elements are taken from 


the blood of men by excessive sexual 
intercourse and masturbation? 

“Gleet.” How long .would you advise 
a married man to abstain from inter- 
course with his wife after he is apparent- 
ly cured of gonorrhea? 

“Saline Solution.” In making the 
normal saline solution can common table 
salt be used or must it be chemically pure 
sodium chloride? 

How long after Abbott’s Saline Laxa- 
tive should the intestinal antiseptics be 
given? 

Would it be safe to prescribe the fol- 
lowing formula in doses of gr. 30 to 60 
to pregnant women? Senna 2 drams, 
licorice 2 drams, fennel seed 1 dram, 
sublimed sulphur 1 dram, sugar 6 drams, 
all in powder. 


J. A. B., Oklahoma. 


Semen is a protein substance, and the 
loss of chemical constituents from a doz- 
en emissions would be amply compen- 
sated by swallowing a raw egg. The 
harm done by sexual excess cannot be 
measured by the chemical loss, any more 
than a rotten egg is a fair exchange for 
a fresh one, though they both contain 
exactly the same quantity and proportion 
of the elements. 

No man should associate with his wife 
after a gonorrhea until completely cured, 
as shown by the disappearance of gono- 
cocci from the urethral mucus; and that 
doesn’t make him morally fit to associate 
with her either. 

When possible the chemically pure salt 
should be employed, especially for hypo- 
ee @ 


Some alcohol habitues require enormous 
doses of strychnine and are immensely bene- 
fited by such treatment, prolonged. 


Condensed Queries Answered 


dermic use, and absolutely for intraven- 


ous use;-in other cases it depends on 


how big a hurry you are in. But you 
never really know just what you are us- 
ing unless you use the pure stuff. 

Follow the saline with the antiseptics 
in an hour. 

Ordinarily the antique formula quoted 
would do the woman no worse harm than 
to nauseate her and possibly gripe a bit; 
but there are women who abort at the 
slightest excuse, and to them I never 
give any laxative but the matchless sa- 
line.—Eb. 

vg 


Query 3346:—‘Fever.” What would 
you do for fever in a boy of 12, keeping 
steadily at 102 day and night for 30 
days? Quinine has no effect, nor the 
Triads. Absolutely no other symptoms. 
Bowels clear and aseptic, on salines and 
intestinal antiseptics. 

E. J. F., Mexico. 


Clear the bowe!s completely and ren- 
der them aseptic, keeping them so, Then 
use the Dosimetric Triad or Deferves- 
cent, Comp., and if this is not effective 
turn your attention to the hygiene of the 
house and vicinity.—Eb. 


vg 


QuERY 3347 :—‘“Gall-stones.” Wife, 
no mother, pain and bloating at periods, 
attacks diawnosed as gall-stones, two or 
three times a month; pain in right side 
from hip to shoulder, lame, right arm 
also lame, followed by vomiting green 
matter mixed with blood and mucus; 
urine s.g. 1040, acid, no sugar, brick- 
dust deposit on standing; obstinate con- 
stipation. Placed on boldine, dioscorein, 
hydrastine and sodium succinate; anti- 
constipation ¢ranules to effect, occasional 
flush of saline laxative. What is the 
source of the blood? 

Would Buckley’s 
advisable at periods? 


Uterine Tonic be 


D. N., Nebraska. 
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I do not consider the diagnosis quite 
made out, but would suspect renal colic, 
The blood may be due to the violent 
straining as you suggest. Were it from 
an ulcer you would have the pain oc- 
curring as soon as the flow of gastric 
juice begins after a meal. I would sug- 
gest the use of large quantities of water, 
slightly alkaline ; probably the best would 
be the use of effervescent lithia tablets 
such as Warner’s, one in a glass of water 
about every two hours through the day, 
combined with your present excellent 


treatment.—Eb. 
ve 


Query 3348 :—‘Gastric Ulcer.” Lady, 
42, seized with severe pain in stomach, 
lasting half an hour, since almost con- 
stant burning pain, worse 15 to 30 min- 
utes after meals, cannot stand pressure, 
for two previous years had occasional 
stomach pains relieved by pressure or ly- 
ing on back. Pain now is in right hy- 
pochondrium, when severe felt through 
to spine, no nausea or vomiting; eructa- 
tions, tongue furred, bowels and menses 
regular. Diagnosis, gastric ulcer; treat- 
ment, codeine, hyoscine, bismuth, strych- 
nine arsenate and iodoform. 

J. M. T., Pennsylvania. 


I agree with your diagnosis, but not 
with your treatment. Feed this patient 
exclusively by the bowel for a week or 
two, giving her condurangin gr. 1-67 
every four hours during the day, pushed 
up to every two hours if she bears it, 
and wash out her stomach at least once 
a day with warm alkaline water. The 
pain occurring at any time should be met 
with alkalies, as it is due to the pres- 
ence of hydrochloric acid in the stom- 
ach.—Ep, 


ws 


QueRY 3349:—‘“Gonorrheal Rheuma- 
tism.” I have my first case of gonorrheal 
rheumatism, and have ordered the sul- 


eee eve @ ee 


Sparteine is one of the best of the heart 
tonics, as reliable as digitalin; and it does not 
affect digestion. 


For further suggestions on these queries 
see the “Ad Index” in the advertising pages 
following. 
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phides of calcium and arsenic. How 
shall I know when the system is sat- 
urated ? 


O. F. B., Texas. 


You can tell when a patient is saturat- 
ed by the sulphides by the smell of his 
breath which is unmistakable, being such 
as would come from a steady diet of rot- 
ten eggs. The skin also has the same 
aroma.—Ep. 

& 


% 


Query 3350:—‘Hectic.” Man, 52, 
pnuemonia twelve years ago, since sore 
over affected lung and _ slight hemor- 
rhages, weekly chills now, not controlled 
by quinine, with lung disturbance; pre- 
ceded by inactivity of liver and kidneys, 
urine very thick afterwards. Hyoscy- 
amine fairly opened the floodgates of 
liver and kidneys, and prevented the 
chill. During attacks the heart beats 
hard and fast and he has excruciating 
pain in the kidneys but no perspiration, 
skin dry and red. Fever and sweat fol- 
low, leaving him very weak. 

J. F. B., Arkansas. 

The chills are septic, or we might say 
sapremic, due to the absorption of tox- 
Your experience with hyoscyamine 
showed that there was spasmodic ob- 


ins. 


struction in the bowels and kidneys. Hy- 
oscyamine will relieve it every time. For 
a perfect diagnosis of course you should 
have the sputa examined in the labora- 
tory.—Eb. 


one 
ve 


QverRY 3351:—‘Hydrogen Sulphide.” 
The August CLiNnic contained a footnote 
claiming hydrogen sulphide as a potent 
remedy for rheumatic heart disease. 
Please elaborate. 

W. A. F., Minnesota. 

The best means of utilizing hydrogen 
sulpiiide is to administer internally cal- 
cium sulphide up to the full limit, until 
the breath smells of drug. Let me sug- 
gest that in all cases of rheumatism keep- 

@e¢e @ @ 

Sparteine is especially suited to the aged, 
and where a heart tonic must be continued 
for very long periods. 
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ing the alimentary canal clear and asep- 
tic is of the very first importance.—Ep. 


as 
vs 


QvuERY 3352:—‘Hypo or Uricemia?” 
[ am 31, single, height 5 ft. 8 in., weight 
137, no bad habits now, masturbated till 
21, have easy outdoor work, eat and 
sleep well, emissions monthly to semi- 
weekly, organs normal and erections per- 
fect, discharge premature, no organic 
trouble, slightly constipated, always fee! 
run down, languid, exhausted, tired, lack 
energy, legs weak, back weak and tired, 
no pain, except occasional headache, des- 
pondent, very peevish, unable to concen- 
trate mind properly, easily worried, no 
confidence, unable to study, mentally and 
physically whole system lacks tone. 
M. F. W., New York. 

Perhaps too much reading of quack- 
advertisements—the language of which 
he quotes—uricemia from too much 
meat, urethral hyperemia from the mas- 


turbation, and that complex of causes 


g 
t 


that leaves a man at 31 still single in a 
world of sweet girls not averse to mat- 
rimony. For it is not causelessly that 
such things are. Adisappointment, failure 
of that success that warrants a man in 
taking a husband’s responsibilities, the 
solitary habits that lead a man to shun 
the society of the girls from whom he 


should choose—it is obvious that such 





cases are not to be treated by a prescrip- 
tion alone be it never so cunningly con- 
cocted. The data as given are insuffi- 


cient for anything more than empiric 





drugging, and that is not our forte.—Ep. 
ws 
QUERY 3353:—‘Hyperidrosis.” Girl, 


19, hyperidrosis of hands, feet and ax- 
ill; hands worst, water literally pours 
off, cannot sew or play piano, finger- 
ends dry and crack open, verv sore, cede- 
ma of ankles rarely; urine in 24 hours 
32 0z., alkaline, s. g. 1008, no albumin 
or sugar, pale milky color, no ~us ; symp- 
@e € 

Sparteine is diuretic like all the cardiac 
tonics, in relaxed states where the vessels need 
stiffening or toning. 





Condensed Queries Answered 


toms date from continued fever four 


years ago. 
|. B. B., Washington. 

This patient should have agaricin and 
berberine, beginning with moderate doses 
and pushed to full effect, the berberme 
Her diet should 
be carefully regulated and the excessive 
use of fluids forbidden, the bowels kept 


kept up for six months. 


clear and aseptic, This treatment pa- 
tiently carried out will I am sure prove a 
cure.—Eb. 

os 


QueERY 3354:—‘Indigestion.” Lady, 
22, unmarried, health good till two years 
ago, when slight indigestion began with 
white ulcers in mouth, size of pin-head to 
split pea. May, 1902, irregular periodic 
nervous symptoms, arms cold to elbows, 
legs cold to knees, pupils dilated, eyes 
red and watery, voice weak. During at- 
tacks there is intense burning about and 
one to three inches below ensiform carti- 
lage, which disappears on taking food. 
At times feels as if about to lose con- 
sciousness. Constipated at times. Fron- 
tal headache all the time, at times very 
intense. No vomiting, no eructations of 
gas, food or fluid. Appetite good, tongue 
coated. 

Treatment: Twenty drops hydrochlor- 
ic acid in hot water before meals; W-A 
Intestinal Antiseptic gr. 5, every three 
hours, bowels regulated with anticonsti- 
pation granules, occasionally calome!. 
Diet regulated best I can—hard to con- 
trol. 


’ —H. P. G., Mississippi. 

Unless this patient has syphilis, and it 
might be mixed in any way, it ts a case 
of intestinal infection from improper eat- 
ing and a consequent improper diges- 
tion, resulting in an acid condition of the 
whole digestive tract; these spots in the 
mouth being aphthae. Touch them lo- 
cally with pure carbolic acid and they 
will heal. Meanwhile you must treat the 
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Cut off all milk and 
give a plain, simple diet of cooked fruits, 


general condition. 


well-baked breads and sparingly meat, 
with no coffee or tea. Give sufficient sa- 
line laxative three to six times a week to 
keep the bowels ail right, and give the 
arsenates of iron, quinine and strychnine, 
with nuclein and quassin, before each 
meal, with intestinal antiseptics, followed 
by half a pint of hot water two hours 
after meals. If syphilis is mixed with 
this, the treatment would need to be mod- 
ified.—Eb. 


QUERY 3355 :—‘Masturbation.” Boy, 
14, self abuse since 7, overgrown, no self- 
control, seven times a day if chances oc- 
cur, memory failing, leg ulcers; kept 
husking gloves on hands five months, but 
he would sometimes get them off and 
abuse himself. Has no shame; will tell 
all about it; talking useless; habit hered- 
itary. 

W. R. C., Iowa. 

Calcium sulphide is a good selection 
for this case. Husking gloves should be 
added; also frequent application of a 
until the habit is 

is actually crazy. 
Coercion 


good tough whip 
broken. The boy 
Medicine alone won't do it. 
will help and both together will produce 


results —Eb. 


ug 
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Query 3356:—‘Mercurial Cachexia.” 
A case of anemia, mercurial poisoning. 
How about strychnine arsenate and nu- 
clein? Has improved on the best of ton- 
ics. 

L. N. N., Nebraska. 

I would advise iron and arsenic iodides 
with nuclein, to get the remains of the 
poison out of the system as fast as possi- 
ble, and build up. 
a good addition after a week or two of 


Strychnine would be 


the above.—Eb. 


ese eee e@ 


After digitalin has been given for a week 
and the patient still needs a heart tonic, sub- 
stitute sparteine. 


For further suggestions on these queries 
see the “Ad Index” in the advertising pages 
following: 
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QuERY 3357:—‘Migraine.” Her at- 
tacks come in the morning; dizzy, sight 
dim, then chills and headache, about one 
eye, terrific for awhile; otherwise 
healthy, rosy, married, no children; 
pulse rapid and strong during attack. 
Improved on aqua regia; spell controlled 
by aconitine, hyoscyamine and glonoin. 
I. J. S., Iowa. 
Examine this woman’s urine, which 
will furnish the key to the difficulty. Sub- 
stitute veratrine for the aconitine in the 
prescription and keep her bowels pretty 
free. This is all I could venture to sug- 
gest until the urine has been exam- 
ined.—Eb. 
wg 
QuERY 3358:—‘“Myalgia.” Mr. L.L., 
36, wood-working shop, kept exceeding- 
ly steady every day feeding the heavy 
blocks to saw, at this for over a year; 
since three months affected with weak- 
ness and trembling, and twitching froy 
knees down, both legs; a deep dull ache 
in the same part of legs, no soreness. 
Has been compelled to give up that work, 
and not found other work yet. Is now 
visiting, complains of twitching and 
jerking of muscles of calves on lying 
down, and of great weakness from knees 
down on walking or standing. Other- 
wise very healthy. 
M. M. W., Indiana. 
Myalgia from degeneration of over- 
worked muscles. Give ammonium mu- 
riate 20 grains every eight hours for six 
doses, then follow with Buckley’s Uter- 
ine Tonic, one every two to four hours 
to keep up slight dryness of the mouth. 
Keep the bowels clear and aseptic and 
examine for hemorrhoids or other rectal 
troubles which may cause the whole diffi- 
culty. Massage of the affected limbs 
with hot camphor liniment 
doubtedly be beneficial.—En. 
ve 


will un- 





Query 3359:—‘Nephritis.” If boldine 
acts as Dr. Neptune states, it will have a 
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wide field, especially in low bottom 
grounds where there is great inactivity 
of the liver. Would it do in nephritis 
to increase the excretion of urea? 

E. A. B., Illinois. 


In interstitial nephritis boldine is the 
most promising new medicine at command ; 
also in malarial hepatic maladies, where, 
however, I would always add berberine. 
I should be glad to hear the report of 
your experience in its use; and please, 
doctor, don’t let that commercial cry af- 
fect you, and think we only want favor- 
able reports. Give us all, good and bad. 
We only want to know the truth.—Eb. 


wg 


Query 3360:—‘Neurosis.” A man, 
78, well up to January, when he was 
seized with violent pain in the bowels, 
near the flexure of the transverse and as- 
cending colon. Domestic remedies failed 
to relieve, but an application of kero- 
sene and camphor raised a big blister. I 
first saw him ten days after the first at- 
tack. He then was still sore at the place 
mentioned. I gave hyoscyamine, cod- 
eine and strychnine arsenate, small oft- 
repeated doses, for 24 hours, then sa- 
lines hourly till the bowels moved. 

What he passed was a sight, and the 
smell was intolerable. Then I gave him 
the intestinal antiseptics, and kept 
his bowels open. The only trouble now 
is what puzzles me. The slightest touch 
with the finger over the border of the 
ribs makes him jump and cry out with 
pain; while firm pressure anywhere over 
the ribs or abdomen causes no pain what- 
ever. These pains frequently bother him 
during the day. The hyperesthesia is 
not exactly at the location of the blister. 
I am thinking of zinc phosphide, regard- 
ing the affection as a neurosis. 

D. P. J., Kentucky. 


I read your letter with pleasure, and 
recognize that I am dealing with a man 


who understands his business. There is 
a possibility that there may still be one 


eee @ee @ 


The dose of sparteine is just enough to im- 
part the requisite tonicity to the pulse and re- 
move flabbiness of vessels. 


The average dose of sparteine for adults is 
one grain a day, in divitled doses, but this 
may be too much or too little. 


Condensed Queries Answered 


fecal lump encysted, causing ulceration, 
etc. Give the man oil of turpentine, 5 
minims from four to eight times a day, 
on that supposition; with an occasional 
full dose of castor oil, and keep his bow- 
els toned up by the constant administra- 
tion of berberine, about one grain a day. 
Then use zinc phosphide which is a use- 
ful tonic for men of his 
rate.—Ep. 


age at any 
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Query 3361:—“ Ocular Paralysis.” 
You and the alkaloids have been an as- 
sistance to me many times, and I read 
both your journals from cover to cover. 
Man, 30, healthy till three years ago, 
when the 6th nerve, external rectus, was 
paralyzed. Gradual onset, complete par- 
alysis, gradual recovery. On iodide and 
strychnine. In Aoril last the third nerve 
on the same side was paralyzed, eye com- 
pletely closed, no contraction of any 
muscles supplied by third nerve. Same 
treatment, no improvement; other eye 
begins to be affected similarly. Vision 
good. Diagnosis: Ophthalmoplegia, or 
primary nuclear paralysis, result of pri- 
mary disease of nucleus of third nerve in 
gray matter of aqueduct of Sylvius. 
There migit be several causes, as he is a 
hard-working farmer; cold or heat, hem- 
orrhage from fall or shock, syphilis, etc. 
I believe it is not syphilis. He is steady 
and regular in habits, uses no tobacco or 
liquor, otherwise perfect health, six feet 
tall, weight Igo. 

4. S. ©. lows 


If the disease is not syphilitic it will 
be pretty hard to deal with. Suppose 
you give him the benefit of the doubt and 
also gold chloride, pushing the latter up 
to full effect, then follow with the pow- 
erful iodic combination often recom- 
mended in the CLrNtc, consisting of io- 
doform gr, 1-6 and mercury biniodide gr. 
1-67, of each three granules, phytolaccin 
gr. 1-6, three granules, and arsenic io- 
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dide gr. 1-67, all to be taken before each 
meal and on going to bed, the bowe's to 
be kept regular with a morning dose of 
saline laxative, 
Use 
weeks anyhow 
fect.—Ep. 


the diet to be unstimu- 


lating. this treatment for six 


and then note the ef- 


og 
pe 


Query 3362:— “Ovaritis.”” Chronic 
Ovaritis, resists all treatment. Intestinal 
flatulence causes most excruciating pain. 
She is tubercular; just got her out of 
bed with Euarol spray and_ nuclein. 
Ovaritis four years; 42 vears of age. 

B. B., Kentucky. 

Treat with Bovinine applied to the 
vagina on cotton changed 
every twelve hours, and see if these local 
feedings will not effect a cure.—Ep. 


tampons, 


ue 
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QueERY 3363 :—“‘ Ox-blood.”’ Where 
can I obtain tablets of Ox-blood and 
copper ? 

J. B. G., Tennessee. 

Now, Doctor, let me make a sugges- 
tion: Don’t bother about these things, 
which are of very doubtful value, but 
take up what we know is of value and 
can heartily recommend; and that is San- 
guiferrin and copper arsenite, and I am 
sure you will be better pleased.—Eb. 


ve 


Query 3364: — “ Physostigmine. ” 
What is the limit of the dosage of phys- 
ostigmine, and how often can it be re- 
peated ? 

W. H. W., Illinois. 


Physostigmine hypodermically _ gr. 
1-100 should not be given more than 
twice in twenty-four hours, or symptoms 
of depression or collapse may appear, re- 
sembling those of muscarine.—Eb. 


eevee eee 


Stillingin has been long and warmly recom- 
mended as a remedy for syphilis, especially 
when mercury is unsuitable. 


For further suggestions on these queries 
see the “Ad Index” in the advertising pages 
following. 








1026 


QuerRY 3365:—‘‘Practice Laws.’’ What 
are the laws governing the practice of 
medicine in Kansas? 


L. W., New York. 


Write to the Secretary of State, Board 


of Health, Topeka, Kansas. The laws 
change too fast for us to keep up with 
Polk’s 


Directory, you will find them pretty near- 


them, but in the last edition of 


ly correct.—En. 


OveERY 3306 :—‘‘Pruritus.” An M. D., 
in practice two years, 35, good habits, 
good family history. A year ago no- 
ticed slight puffiness and pittine on touch, 
of the right ankle. This disappeared 
without treatment; but two months ago 
a return was noticed, only more marked, 
this time the left ankle being also in- 
volved. Every morning on rising the 
right ankle seems very stiff for the first 
few steps, after which it gives no ‘further 
trouble. 

Every night on retiring he takes his 
bath; when he undresses his limbs itch 
intensely from the knees down, especially 
along the shin bones and in the popliteal 
spaces. 

The itching was the most intense at 
retiring time. During the day it was 
less intense, but still it would be necessary 
to reach down and take a pinch at some 
portion of the leg often to appease the 
itching. 

He is free from rheumatism, although 
he has always been a great meat eater. 
His weight is 240, having gained about 
fifteen pounds in the last year. 

Within the last two months he has 
greatly reduced the amount of meats 
taken; drinks considerable water, but no 
alcoholic except an occasional glass of 
beer, not over four glasses a ‘week in 
summer, and none in winter; does not 
chew tobacco, smokes less than four ci- 
gars a week, often goes for weeks with- 
out one cigar. 

Uranalysis: 1018; color light 
straw; reaction acid; no sugar or albu- 
min, quantity voided about normal, no 


Sp. g. 


@e¢ee € 


In many skin diseases the alterative proper- 
ties of stillingin may well be utilized. Dose 
gr. 3 a day, in many doses. 


The Alkaioidal Clinic 


perceptible increase or decrease having 
been noted at any time. 

Examination of the 
nothing abnormal, 
tion 18. 

On climbing stairs he sometimes gets 
short of breath. 

He sleeps well, and is free from pain 
or disturbances of any serious nature, 
other than those noted, but the pitting of 
the legs means somthing that ought to 


revealed 
respira- 


heart 
pulse 80; 


be remedied. I wish the Crirnic family, 
and the editor would help me in this 
case, 
Hickory. 
Tell that patient to quit drinking 


coffee, take more exercise, and take the 
tablet just devised by Dr. Waugh in his 


It fills the bill—Eb. 


paper on Obesity. 


one 
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Query 3367:—“ Renal Deficiency. ” 
Woman, has been troubled with deficient 
urinary excretion for years, steadily 
worse, all the diuretics in the materia 
medica have failed, fear contracted kid- 
ney. Very nervous, tender spots in 
spine, backache, general pain, tender at 
neck of bladder, also over right ovary, 
uterus congested, but in its proper place. 

H. R., Illinois. 

Note the high specific gravity of the 
urine, the presence of bile and phos- 
Treatment: Keep the 
bowels clear with saline laxative, a small 


phates in excess. 


dose before each meal, in a full pint of 
water. Flush the colon thoroughly once 
a week, and three times a week throw 
into it a pint of saline solution. Give the 
patient alnuin gr. 1-3 before each meal 
and on going to bed, and I think you will 
find the results quite satisfactory.—Ep. 


eg 
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Query 3368:—‘ Rheumatism.” En- 
gineer, 32, chronic rheumatism; all joints 
affected, knees have exudations, body 
bent to angle of 45 degrees, no evidence 
@e @ 

In all the cachexias, scrofula, paludism, 


mercurialism. wherevet the body needs wash- 
ing out, give stillingin. 


Condensed Queries Answered 


of tuberculosis unless knees; urine free 
but red, s. g. 1020, no sugar or albumin. 

Gave Betz hot-air 34 hour, colchicine, 
lithium salicylate, nourishing diet, plenty 
of fresh water, excluded meats, bowels 
clean with salines. He has fallen from 
to 100 pounds. Affected ten years. 

A. E. S., Arkansas. 


You have made such a good start you 
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don’t leave me much to add. However, 
I would exclude all acids from his diet 
and continue your treatment, adding the 
arsenates of iron, quinine and strychnine 
with nuclein to build that man up. When 
that has been done phytolaccin would be 


a good addition.—Ep. 


oe 
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Query 3369:—‘“Sanatorium.” In the 
“Medical Talk” I found an item credited 
to the CLinic about a consumptive re- 
sort near Denver. Please send me the 
address and full particulars. I referred 
to a farm. 

J. R., Massachusetts. 
You can 
undoubtedly obtain it by writing to the 
editor of the Denver Medical Times, T. 
H. Hawkins, M. D.—Eb. 


I don’t know the address. 


ve 
Query 3270:—‘‘ Sensory Paresis.”’ 
My wife, 36, healthy, has a sleeping feel- 
ing from elbow to finger tips, at times 
twitching and stiffening of fingers; have 
noticed this a long time. 


W. F. R., New Jersey. 


The symptoms you describe are more 
frequently due to uric acid than anything 
else, and are then relieved by colchicine 
with proper regulation of the diet. If 
not due to this cause, I would suggest as 
most likely to give relief, avenin, before 
each meal and on going to bed. The 
bowels must be kept regular and aseptic, 
and the elimination of solids through the 


kidneys fully up to the standard.—Ep. 
e¢eee @ 


Stillingin has been recommended as a rem- 
edy for enuresis, the daily or nightly sort, 
and may be tried if others fail. 
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QUERY 3371 :—*“ Side Undeveloped. ” 
Girl, 15, had measles two years ago; fell 
from tower 25 feet four months later, 
well in a few weeks; menstruation began 
last April, with pain first day. A year 
ago the mother noticed the right side 
was not developing, the left being fat. 
Brown spot on spine in right lumbar re- 
gion, 3x2. Talks in sleep, bowels regu- 
lar, in all other respects healthy. 

P. M.. D., Texas. 


Apply lunar caustic over the spot on 
spine. Possibly you may find the uterus 
slightly displaced. Zine phosphide gr. 
1-6 three times a day, alternated week 
by week with gold and sodium chloride, 
to stimulate the sluggish nervous tis- 


sues.—I¢p. 


QueERY 3372:—‘Spinal Disease.” Girl, 
9g, had cerebrospinal meningitis in sec- 
ond year, and developed an enlargement 
at first dorsal vertebra, legs paralyzed 
several times with partial recovery; can 
now crawl, muscles atrophied, motion 
gone from knees down, bladder leaky, 
marked deformity of spine, quite intelli- 
gent. 

W. A. L., Oklahoma. 

Put this child upon iodoform gr. 1-6, 
mercury biniodide gr. 1-67 and phytolac- 
cin gr. 1-6, repeated every four hours, 
the dose gradually increased to full tol- 
eration, in order to produce the maxi- 
mum stimulation of her absorbents and 
carry off the debris of the attack of men- 
ingitis; keeping her bowels at the same 
time clear and aseptic and feeding her 
nutritious but non-stimulating food. If I 
were in charge of that case, Doctor, I 
would be much inclined to cut down to 
the seat of injury; at any rate, counter 
irritation, applying lunar caustic over the 
affected would of 
tage.—Ep. 


spine, be advan- 


ee @ 


For further suggestions on these queries 
see the “Ad Index” in the advertising pages 
following. 
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QUERY 3373 :—‘‘Stomatitis.”” Man, 35, 
six months ago took calomel for consti- 
pation, 100 tablets in two days. A sore 
on the lip preceded the calomel ; not im- 
proved, applied silver and then nitric 
acid, sore enlarging to size of 25-cent 
piece, gray ulcer, not undermined, base 
indurated, gums sore, bleeding and 
swollen, teeth loose, pain in arms and 
legs, worse at night, breath foul, teeth 
covered with sordes. Put him on potass. 
chlorate, potass. and iron iodides, with 
benefit ; then eyes irritated and pustules 
appeared on back and hips, disappearing 
when iodides were stopped. A month 
later he reported with mouth ulcers re- 
sembling mucous patches, two ulcers in 
anus and several on glans penis, super- 
ficial, not undermined nor gray base. 
Plethoric; denies syphilis; no uricemia. 

F, A. L., Montana. 


The man took too much mercury in 
the first place and too much iodide in the 
next, which illustrates the awk- 
wardness of the old method of giving 
medicine. I blame his present condition 
on the mercury. What he needs now is 
to regulate his bowels with Anticonstipa- 
tion granules, the elements of which will 
favorably act on the ulcers, and give 
echinacea in full doses. This with 
proper regulation of his diet. Treat his 
mouth by letting him use an antiseptic 
tablet as a lozenge three times a day, let- 
ting it dissolve in the mouth.—Eb. 

v8 

QuERY 3374:—‘Stomatitis.””. What is 
the cause of that condition of the mouth, 
commonly called “Stomatitis,” or “Cank- 
er Sore Mouth’? I think that it must 
be due to some derangement of the so- 
called trophic nerves, as it is essentially 
one of disturbed nutrition. Nuclein will 
quickly heal them, but they will not stav. 
healed. Zinc phosphide, iron arsenate, 
and copper arsenite, to effect, merely 
hold it in check. 

I looked through both volumes of the 
American Alkalometry but nothing more 


well 





ee @ @ 


In the chronic and irregular forms of rheu- 
matism stillingin is useful because it increases 
waste and excretion. 


The Alkaloidal Clinic 


than the above is suggested. If anyone 
knows the cause, would like to hear it. 
as well as how to combat it and prevent 
its recurrence. 
C..C. &., TMiincis. 

Stomatitis may be as you say a trophic 
peripheric manifestation of disease of the 
nerve centers, when zinc phosphide will 
give relief; but if this thing should turn 
out to be due to autotoxemia or deficient 
elimination, the two causes of most dis- 
eases, the affection will obviously recur 
unless they are obviated.—Ep. 


og 
vE 


QuERY 3375:—‘ Succinate Soda.” 
What is the physiologic action of sodium 
succinate, besides being a solvent for 
gall-stones? Does it have any tendency 
to move the bowels or stimulate the liver ? 

N. A. R., Illinois. 

I don’t know anything about the ac- 
tion of sodium succinate, but believe it 
has a tendency to subdue catarrh of the 
biliary passages, and duodenum, possibly 
as a microbicide. I only wish somebody 
would tell us.—Eb. 


4 
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Query 3376:—“ Tenesmus.” What 
remedy would you advise for that terri- 
ble tormina and tenesmus we meet in 
cholera infantum and dysentery? If you 
can tell me this I will bless you. 


W. A. T., Illinois. 


Emetin is the remedy you ask, with 
injections of hot water containing I gr. 


silver nitrate to 8 ounces. Of the eme- 
tin give grain 1-67 every half hour. 
This, with the intestinal antiseptics, 


should completely fill the bill—Eb. 
us 


QueERIES 3377-8:—“Tenia.” Is there 
any danger in giving Abbott’s Tape- 
worm remedy to a child eight years old? 

“Uterine Fibroid.””’ Three months’ use 


ee @ 


In bronchitis when the process does not 
evolute properly and- the lungs are obstructed 
by debris, give stillingin. 





Condensed Queries Answered 


of hydrastine did not perceptibly dimin- 
ish the size, but it stopped the profuse 
monthly drain and did much good in 


that way. 
J. W. S., Missouri. 


As to the tape-worm remedy, to a boy 
of eight I would give one-fourth the 
adult dose, repeating this dose in an hour 
or two if necessary. It has been dis- 
puted as to whether a child does or does 
not take the same dose as an adult. My 
own impression has always been that it 
takes as much to kill a worm in a boy as 
in a man, but others claim you can give 
the same proportionate dose 
would with other remedies. 
the child’s tolerance is another matter. 

Possibly the addition of berberine in 
that case of fibroid would have been 
beneficial as it contracts connective tis- 
sue. Unless the hydrastinine checked the 
flow of blood into the uterine tissues it 
could not have stopped the hemorrhage. 
And this diminished blood-supply must 
have checked the growth of the tumor, 
even if it did not perceptibly diminish its 
size. Would any other non-surgical 
treatment have done as much? Stick to 
it, Doctor.—Eb. 


as you 
Of course 


ve 


QUERY 3379 :—‘Thiosinamin.” Please 
give the address of Dr. Thompson, who 
is quoted in a foot-note as recommending 
thiosinamin for Hodgkins’ disease. 

C. G. F., Washington. 


No, I can’t do it. I don’t keep a rec- 
ord of the sources from which these 
notes are made—it’s too much work— 
nor a family tree of the Thompson gens. 
But I can tell you all about thiosinamin. 
You can make an alcoholic solution and 
inject 3 to 5 grains hypodermically twice 
a week; or you can give I grain by the 
stomach three times a day for three 


1029 


months, and the latter is what I would 
do. Don’t give enough to cause weak- 
ness of the heart threatening collapse, 
which would come from an over dose. 
If the hypodermic hurts, first draw the 
solution into your syringe and then a 
few drops of 2 per cent cocaine solution 
and inject before the two have time to 
mix.—Epb. 


QUERIES 3380-1 :—‘Vertigo.”” A wom- 
an, 53, has had headache for many years, 
but for two years since change of life 
they are replaced by dizzy spells. They 
come suddenly, when she has to sit down 
or grasp support, when they pass off, 
leaving some headache. They are rather 
periodic, every three or four weeks. Di- 
gestion good, heart rather weak, urine 
deficient in total solids, otherwise nor- 
mal. 

“Ataxia.” What is your treatment for. 
locomotor ataxia, fairly advanced, con- 
siderable ataxia? Would nuclein be of 
any use in those cases. 


C. J. K., Vermont. 


Boldine gr. 1-67 seven times a day, 
continued for a month, with aloin begin- 
ning two days before the expected trou- 
ble, which seems to be occurring about 
the menstrual epoch. 
probably, sanguinarine would be a useful 


Possibly, indeed 


addition. 

Locomotor ataxia has proved amen- 
able to treatment by systematic exercise 
of the affected reacts 
favorably upon the diseased nerve cen- 
ters. I have known cures result from 
strychnine in one case, silver oxide i 
another. I don’t believe in any specific 
for the disease. Nuclein would undoubt- 
edly be of advantage. The chloride of 
gold would be my selection in some 
cases.—Ep. 


muscles, which 
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Stillingin stimulates the whole lymphatic 
system to healthy operation and runs debris 
out of the body very fast. 


For further suggestions on these queries 
see the “Ad Index” in the advertising pages 
following. 





































Dr. C. 
was found dead in his office at 
City. 


N. Phipps, eighty years of age, 


IXansas 
ane 


Dr. Edward Borck’s article, “Sleeve 
Bandage for Fracture of the Clavicle,” 
was published in the June number, page 
244, SURGICAL CLINIC. 

% 

At the coroner’s inquest held on the 
body of a county hospital patient in Chi- 
cago recently, it was found that some 
one had stolen the heart from the corpse. 

v8 

Thakur Bhouani Singh, an East India 
He is a 
personage of importance ‘at home, being 
a member of the feudatory government. 


physician, is visiting Chicago. 


% 

Charges have been preferred against 
an interne in the county hospital at Chi- 
cago for the careless examination of a 
patient in which he failed to discover a 
broken hip. 


oe 
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Officials of the Health Department of 
Chicago are investigating the alleged 
wholesale traffic in human bodies by local 
undertakers. | Prominent hospital au- 
thorities are menaced. 

ye 

It is said that Surgeon-General Wal- 
ter Wyman, head of the U. S. Marine 
Hospital service, will soon disclose to the 
world discoveries of great importance re- 


News, Notes and Notions 





garding the cause and treatment of yel- 
low fever. 
ug 

Miss Kate Shelley, who, when a child, 
crept across a bridge during a storm to 
save a passenger train from destruction, 
has been engaged as a nurse by the State 
Insane Asylum in Cherokee, Iowa. 


In blood poiscning with high fever, 
great pain and radiating red _ streaks 
along the course of the lymphatics, with 
convulsions, veratrum viride is the sheet 
anchor.—J. Q. Moxley 

Mg 

Dr. Harold N. Moyer has been elect- 
ed to the chair of Neurology in the Chi- 
cago Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat College. 
His work in the school will be on the 


lines of the “Clinical Aspect of Neurol- 


ogy in Ophthalmology.” 
oe 


Reading, Pa., is having an attack of 


“witch craze.” The “witch doctors” of 
the hexerei cult are being called upon to 
break the “spell” which binds many of 
the children of that eminently up-to-date 
city. 
ve 

May not the epidemic of typhoid in 
Chicago be attributable in part to some 
What 
about the obviously unfit and decayed 
fruit and vegetables, which are hawked 
about the streets by cheap peddlers? 


other cause than impure water? 


News, Notes 


Dr. T. A. Woodruff, Editorial Secre- 
tary of the Ophthalmic Record, has been 
elected Professor of Ophthalmology in 
the Chicago Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat 
College. 

we 


ve 


Arsenic wafers taken to improve the 
complexion may result in the death of 
two of the belles of Rockford, Ill. Both 
were found in a semi-conscious condi- 
tion, and the attending physician offers 


little hope for their recovery. 


og 
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Dr. Orval A. Miller, a young 
of Rockbridge, Ill., shot and instantly 


physician 


killed his wife and then took a dose of 
tincture of opium ending his own life. 
He had been drinking for several days 
and a quarrel resulted in the tragedy. 


we 
v= 


Dr. Alexander of Chicago was drowned 
while boating at Bass Lake, Ind., a squall 
capsizing his craft in thirty feet of water. 
The doctor, although a good swimmer, 
was caught in the sails and rendered in- 
capable of extricating himself. 


we 


Fl. ext. veratrum viride, gtt. x to water 
4 0z., with ammonium bromide 2 drams ; 
a teaspoonful every two or three hours, 
will give relief to most of the unpleasant 
symptoms incident to the menopause.— 
J. Q. Moxley. 


og 
Me 


Bismuth subnitrate made into a soft 
paste with castor oil is the proper caper 
for prolapse of the rectum in young chil- 
dren, when the protruded portion looks 
like a piece of red velvet. 
on a soft cloth and retain with a T band- 
age —J. Q. Moxley. 


Apply freely 


e¢©ee @ 


Stillingin is best suited to cachectic states 
where the skin and mucous membranes are 
principally affected. 
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For fourteen years a Peoria physician 
has practised medicine in that city, and 
for a quarter of a century elsewhere. 
Recently, however, in a court room, it 
developed that he had not registered his 
license with the county clerk, as required 
by law, and on that account his entire 
fourteen years’ practice in this city has 


He 


case thrown out of court. It was a small 


been illegal. vas non-suited and his 
technicality, but “Lor’ bless you, mum, 
the law is full of them.” 


og 


Ophthalmia is so prevalent among a 


o 


large number of pupils in the public 
schools of Chicago and New York, that 
the board of health both 


placed it on the list of contagious dis- 


in cities has 
eases and physicians will be compelled 
to make reports of all cases found in 
their private practice. Investigation 
made in two of the public schools where 
the eyes of 2,000 children were exam- 


18 
In one of the 


ined, revealed the fact that at least 
per cent had the disease. 
schools twenty per cent of the chi'dren 
afflicted and in the other fifteen 


per cent. 


were 


ws 


Dr. Naugier, at the Academy of Med- 
icine, Paris, recently asserted that ex- 
periments he has made demonstrate that 
the human 
most powerful tonic 


a balloon ascension acts on 
the 
A two hours’ voyage in the air, 


system as 
known. 
he declares, causes astonishing multipli- 
cation of the red corpuscles in the blood, 
and that condition persists for ten days 
after an ascension. Five such excur- 
sions, he avers, are more beneficial to 
an anemic than a sojourn of three months 
in the mountains. A large balloon will 


be provided by municipal council for 
2e¢e € 


Do not be in a hurry when administering 
stillingin. A waste increaser of such power 
will weaken if pushed too hard. 
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taking up into the upper air daily fifty 
patients or children who are too poor to 


afford a change of climate. 


a 


The Chicago Ear, Nose and 
Throat Hospital desiring to protect its 


patients from danger from fire has re- 


Eve, 


cently erected a steel stairway fire-es- 
cape, which is connected with each room 
by a steel balcony. This gives a direct 
means of exit to the ground by an out- 
side stairway from every room in the 
building. This equipment makes the 
hospital perfecly safe from loss of life 
by fire. 
ee 

The writer of a recent paper entitled 

“Narcotine a for Opium, 


Liquor and Tobacco Habits,” says that 


cure the 


he firmly believes mnarcotine to be 


a most valuable remedial agent in 
the treatment of the habits of opium, 
alcohol and tobacco using; and while 
he is not in a position to claim that 
it is a specific, yet his limited observation 
in the administration of this remedy has 
been of the most encouraging character. 
Results of the most beneficial character 
have been obtained. The action of nar- 
cotine seems to do away with the crav- 
ing and the prostration which usually 
follow deprivation from the usual dose 
of opium, etc., used by the habitué. We 
have seen usually good effects from the 
administration to these unfortunates of 
narcotine in grain doses every hour, con- 
tinuing until from 30 to 60 doses have 
been administered. — Ebert, Amer. Jour. 


Pharmacy. 
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The graduates of the Harvey Medical 
College, a night school, showed up before 
the Illinois State Board in the recent ex- 
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amination as well as any of the day 
schools, and better than some of them. 
This should set at rest the allegation that 
this system of medical teaching does not 
prepare the student as well as that in 
which he gives his whole time to the 
work. At the Harvey the students are 
occupied during the day, and devote the 
evenings to college work, the course be- 
ing prolonged to equalize that of the all- 
day schools. It may be assumed that 
students willing to take this means of 
getfing an education are apt to do full 
justice to their opportunities; and the 
writer’s experience with them fully cor- 
roborates this view. They were most at- 
tentive and diligent as students, and those 
whom the writer has since met in prac- 
tice have proved fully as successful as 
the better class of graduates from the 


day schools. 
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There is quite a furore in Maryland 
over the efficiency of the virus of the 
honey-bee as a cure for rheumatism. A 
wealthy German named Aprogee made 
a trial of it at an apiary owned by a 
neighbor. Clothed only in a thin shirt he 
hobbled to the hives. As the bees did 
not attack him readily he assaulted a 
hive with his cane, upsetting it. Then 
the bees in turn got mad. They assault- 
ed Aprogee, who could neither leave his 
rheumatism on the scene of conflict nor 
get away with it. His lone garment pro- 
tected him not. The bees stung his equa- 
tor and his tropics, his north pole and 
his south pole, his diameter and his cir- 
cumference, his zenith and his nadir his 
apogee and his perigee. So many stings 
were left sticking in his rheumatism that 
he looked porcupiny. It is not certain 
to Mr. Aprogee whether or not his rheu- 
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f As stillingin increases waste and excretion, 
it is a good adjuvant to the iodides, phytolac- 
cin and the alkalies. 


Mercury, gold or platinum may be combined 
with Stillingin, alnuin or phytolaccin, and io- 
dine in some active form. 
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matism is cured. At present he is try- 
ing his best to recover from the rem- 
edy. The bees and the shirt are in ex- 


cellent condition. 
ww 
FOR CONVALESCENTS. 


The gift of $4,000,000 by John M. 
Burke of New York for the care of con- 
valescents is one of the wisest acts of 
modern charity. There are hundreds of 
hospitals founded and equipped by gen- 
erous givers, and all are needed. There 
are hundreds of sanitariums where con- 
valescents with money are nursed into 
normal conditions of mind and_ body. 
But, as far as the poor are concerned, 
hospital rules provide for their discharge 
as soon as they recover from illness, and 
without reference to their inability to 
work. There is probably no time when 
the world seems darker to a man than 
in the first stage of convalescence. There 
is no time when he is so subject to the 
temptations of appetite and so likely to 
be influenced by the wayward impulses 
of the mind as when he comes from a 
sick room. 

Too weak to enter upon his regular 
employments, not weak enough to be re- 
tained on the sick list, a man set.adrift at 
such a time is more sensitive to criticism 
or rebuke, and is more apt to be gov- 
erned by mistaken pride, than at any 
other time in his life. But in this con- 
dition thousands of poor people are sent 
out from our hospitals, simply because 
their places must be given to others. 

Therefore Mr. Burke’s plan to estab- 
lish an institution “for the relief of wor- 
thy men and women who, notwithstand- 
ing their willingness to support them- 
selves, have become partly or wholly un- 
able to do so by reason of sickness or 
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Strophanthin is a glucoside, like all _the 
cardiac tonics except sparteine, but stands in a 
class by itself. 
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misfortune, or who have been discharged 
from hospitals before regaining sufficient 
strength to assume their regular em- 
ployments,”’ meets a demand that is real 
and pressing. 

Mr. Burke evidently has studied the 
needs of his fellow men, and, with under- 
standing of the trials and temptations of 
convalescence, has begun a movement 
that will grow with the passing years. 


ME ME 


NATIONAL SUPERVISION OF 
ANTITOXINS AND SERUMS. 


The bill introduced by Senator Spoon- 
er “to regulate the sale of viruses, se- 
rums, toxins, and analogous products in 
the District of Columbia, to regulate in- 
ter-state traffic in said articles, and for 
other purposes,” would involve a dan- 
gerous expansion of Federal authority if 
it were not aimed to correct an evil yet 
more dangerous as directly and imme- 
diately affecting the public health. It 
penalizes by fine or imprisonment, or 
both, in the discretion of the court, the 
taking from one state to another, or the 
sale, barter or exchange of any virus, 
therapeutic serum, toxin, antitoxin, or 
analogous product for use in the treat- 
ment of diseases in human beings, unless 
the same is produced at an establishment 
operating under license from the Treas- 
ury Department, at all reasonable times 
open to inspection by its authorized rep- 
The action of the 
li- 
of 
the 
recommendation of the supervising sur- 
Hospital 


resentatives or agents. 
secretary in granting or revoking 
censes for the domestic production 


such preparations, shall be taken on 


geeon general of the Marine 
Service, and none of foreign production 
shall be received into the country unless 
a 


Strophanthin has. the maximum of heart 
tonic action with the minimum of the property 
of increasing the arterial tension. 
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the foreign producers shall permit the 
same inspection of their establishments 
as is provided in the case of licensed 
manufacturers in this country. 

That the manufacture of organic prep- 
arations for therapeutic use should be 
under governmental control, at least so 
far as inter-state commerce therein is 
concerned, has been emphasized by re- 
cent experiences with antitoxin charged 
with tetanus germs. In theory, at least, 
the several states can take care of their 
own citizens, if disposed to do so, in the 
matter of preparations of this character 
made at but it 
heavy burdens upon the states to pro- 


home, would impose 


tect themselves against importations 
from other states and from foreign coun- 
tries. Preparations unfit for sale and 
prohibited in the states in which they 
are made may, as in the case of certain 
adulterated and sophisticated foods, be 
sold across the border with impunity, un- 
less entire harmony of legislation among 
the states could be brought about, which 
now seems quite impossible. Again, for 
one state to prohibit the sale of what 
another state produces and _ tolerates 
would raise embarrassing constitutional 
questions impossible of other adjustment 
than might be reached by the exercise 
by Congress of its authority to regulate 
commerce between states. 

The obvious incongruity of making 
the inspection and licensing of vaccine 
and serum factories a responsibility of 
the Treasury Department would seem 
to point in the direction of Mr. Spoon- 
er’s earlier bill for the creation of a Bu- 
reau to be known as the National Com- 
Public Health, which could 


very easily and perhaps quite naturally 


mission of 


expand into a department having to do 
with quarantine, maritime and shotgun, 
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Strophanthin does not increase the heart’s 
work by unduly contracting the caliber of the 
blood vessels as the tensors do. 
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and all the problems of state medicine 
which are now thrown into more or less 
hopeless confusion by state boundaries. 
To such a bureau or department would 
naturally come the regulation of inter- 
state traffic in adulterated or antiseptic- 
food 


standards of purity in foods and medi- 


ized preparations, the fixing of 
cines imported from foreign countries, 
and many other things which at present 
are nobody’s special business, and are 
unloaded upon the Treasury Department, 
which, like the classification of adverbs 
in English grammar, catches everything 
which does not specifically belong some- 
where else. 

There is certainly a great deal to be 
said in favor of both of Senator Spoon- 
er’s bills, but those who see danger in 
the development of the principle of pa- 
ternalism will find cause to wish that 
ends sought could be brought about in 
some other way. 
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GERMS THAT WORK FOR MAN. 


Microbes kill about 15,000,000 human 
beings a year. Everyone who dies of 
smallpox, plague, consumption, or any 
other of the long list of febrile diseases 
known to humanity, is killed by microbes 
So it 
seems at first sight, that the greatest 


of various degrees of malignance. 


boon which could be conferred upon the 
human race would be the abolition of 
microbes from the face of the planet. 

If this could be actually accomplished 
and all microbes wiped out in a moment, 
infectious diseases would certainly dis- 
appear; but so also would many other 
things. Like fire microbes are bad mas- 
ters, but on the other hand such good 
servants that without them life would 
be impossible. 
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Strophanthin is as specially fitted for aortic 


valvular diseases as digitalin is for those of 
the mitral valve. 
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Ever since the first farmer turned 
cream into butter, man has been making 
microbes work for him. <A microbe 
shaped like a little rod ferments cream, 
and without it no amount of shaking or 
churning would turn the cream into but- 
ter. 

A similar microbe converts curd into 
cheese. The butter and cheese microbes 
must have air, and cheese like Roquefort 
and Gruyere differ in flavor from hav- 
ing been exposed to the air for a longer 
or shorter time. 

The yearly liquor allowance of a Brit- 
ish inhabitant is about 33% gallons. But 
for microbes there would be no such 
thing as wine, beer or spirits. Beer yeast 
is nothing but a microbe which grows 
so quickly that one becomes 35,000 in 
48 hours. It works so hard turning su- 
gar into spirit that unless it is given full 
play it will burst a cask or bottle like 
so much gunpowder. These microbes 
under a microscope look like 
strings of roughly-made beads. 
that turns grape-juice 
resides on the skin of the 


grape; the one that makes the malt and 


when 


The microbe 
into wine 


hop liquor seethe and work is generally 
started to business by putting into the 
mixture some of the scum from the old 
fermented beer. 

Bakers would not be able to do busi- 
ness, if millions of slaves in the way of 
microbes were not ready to work for 
them. A morsel of yeast is put into a 
mixture of flour and water and masses 
of little workers immediately turn to and 
convert the starch of the flour into su- 
gar, and when this is done the sugar into 
alcohol and carbonic acid gas. The gas 
rises and turns the stodgy dough into a 
light sponge, leaving the baker nothing 
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Infants’ stools, green when passed 


from bacterial fermentation. All 
come green some time after passage. 


are so 
stools be- 


Chapin. 


and Notions 1035 


to do but mold his loaves and put them 
into the oven. 

Another useful little microbe is always 
toiling away, turning cider or wine into 
vinegar for our pickles and _ salads. 
“Mother of vinegar” as this little crea- 
ture is known, looks when magnified like 
a series of tiny chains with rather long 


unks. It does its work quite unaided. 
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All it asks is to be kept from too great 


cold. 

Gunpowder seems an odd thing to owe 
to microbes, but gunpowder could not 
be made without saltpeter, and saltpeter 
is the result of the long-continued indus- 
try of millions of microbes. This spe- 
cial microbe feeds on decomposing ani- 
mal matter, and where there is any pot- 
ash near by produces saltpeter. Salt- 
peter or niter in some form is absolutely 
necessary for the growth of plants, so 
here again the microbes are doing good 
work for the farmer. A certain kind 
of microbe is so fond of nitrogen that it 
steals it from the air. A field of wheat, 
the soil of which has been inoculated 
with this microbe, grows magnificently 
and produces splendid crops. The farm- 
er of the future will carry his fertiliza- 
tion to the farm in a small glass bottle, 
instead of hauling it by the ton with 
heavy horses and carts. 

Now that every existing disease, from 
leprosy to a boil, has been found to re- 
sult from the misdirected energy of some 
microbe, science has harnessed these evil 
them 
them to fight their parents. 


growths, dwarfed and is using 
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THE GOLDEN AGE. 


The present era seems to be the golden 
age for physicians. Every country ap- 


pears to be bent upon overwhelming 
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Curdy stools may be produced by undigested 


casein or fat. The former are hard and yel- 
low, the latter soft—Chapin. 










































































































































1036 





them with honors and dignities of one 
kind and another. In the list of honors 
granted ten days ago by King Edward, 
on the day set for his coronation, the 
medical profession figured more largely 
than any other calling. A physician has 
just been intrusted by the President of 
the French republic with the duties of 
premier. Here in the United States, we 
find a medical man on the high road to 
the command of the army, after having 
filled with such signal success offices of 
exceptional difficulty, delicacy, and res- 
ponsibility as to lead to his being pub- 
licly extolled by the Chief Magistrate of 
the country as the most valued and val- 
uable of the latter’s servants. 

It is difficult under the circumstances 
to realize that as recently as the early 
portion of the reign of Queen Victoria, 
physicians had virtually no place in Eu- 
ropean society. They were merely tol- 
erated when eminent, and neither in 
London nor yet in any of the leading 
capitals of Europe would members of 
the great world ever dream of inviting 
their doctors to their dinner parties. 
Their position was indeed most invid- 
ious. To put the matter in plain English, 
they were not regarded, socially speak- 
ing, as gentlemen; nor were they ac- 
corded treatment as such. 

This was due in part to a survival in 
the olden days when the surgeon and the 
apothecary stood on the same social level 
as the barber, the three offices being often 
united in one and the same person. It 
was due also to the very natural awk- 
wardness which a hostess might feel in 
receiving at her table on terms of social 
equality the medico whom she had feed 
in the morning and consulted about her 
health. All these ideas, however, belong 
to a bygone generation. Today we find 
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Slimy stools result from catarrhal action; 


miy d with fecal matter if high up the bowel, 
mucous masses if near anus.—Chapin. 
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doctors being ennobled by nearly every 
one of the sovereigns of Europe. 

That this should be the case need 
furnish no ground for surprise. On the 
contrary it is astonishing that so many 
years, even centuries, should have elapsed 
before the medical profession came to be 
appreciated at its true worth. It is a call- 
ing to which all others, save those per- 
haps of a religious character, must neces- 
sarily give way, for even the greatest and 
most powerful inthe land are not ex- 
empt from human ills. 

There is no empire more vast in ex- 
tent than that of Great Britain, yet but 
recently the ruler of more than 300,000,- 
ooo of human beings, embracing one- 
fifth of the of the entire 
globe, has been obliged to submit in the 
most absolute fashion to the behests of 
his medical attendants, who have not 
hesitated to exercise their authority in 
the fullest measure, realizing the burden 
of responsibility which rested upon his 
shoulders. 


population 


The task of physicians in attendance 
upon rulers and upon royalty is rendered 
additionally difficult by the fact that un- 
til their illustrious patients become seri- 
ously ill and more or less helpless they 
are proverbially self-willed, opinionated, 
and somewhat touchy on the score of 
their health. They do not relish being 
told that they are ailing, nor do they like 
to obey directions with regard to pre- 
cautionary measures in the way of diet 
and care until they are actually stricken. 
Moreover, some of them are in the habit 
of placing all the blame upon the shoul- 
ders of thefr physicians whenever by 
any chance, through their own careless- 
ness and their own neglect to observe 
certain rules and regulations, they fall 
sick, 
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Yellow stools occur in depressed nervous 


states, in hot weather, the bowels relaxed and 
splanchnic inhibition weak.—Chapin 


